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the remains of ancient buildings, which the 
common people fooliihly think have remained 
there ever fince the deluge. 

Zelly which is fubjeft to the houfe of Ham- 
<ver, is a confiderable fortified place. The 
palace alfo is fortified by a wall and a moat, 
and being fituated on an eminence, commands 
an extenfive profpedl. Here are four Lutheran 
churches, one French, and one Dutch reformed 
church, and one for the Roman catholics. The 
houfes are moitly mean, and built of wood. 
The town has a fmall trade with Bremen by 
means of the river Alter. 

From thence our Author travelled four 
German miles to WeiJfendorf t the greateft part 
of the way appearing like a defart, with only 
three cr four mean villages; but there are 
flocks of (heep, and a little corn. This elec- 
torate fupplies the greateft part of German) 
with mutton, as Brandenburg and WeJlphalU 
produces hogs, and Hungary beef; but as each 
of thefe countries produces corn enough for 
its own confumption, the trade in that article 
of commerce is very fmall. On the 17th 
he reached Hamburg. The banks of the Elbe 
below that city, are in fome places very high, 
and exhibit a delightful view of feveral fmall 
i (lands in the middle of the river, which is 
five or fix Englilh miles over. It is very un- 
lucky for travellers who are difpofed to enter- 
tain a good opinion of the eleftorate of Hano- 

Tt that the road from the metropolis crofs 
ountry to the Elbe* in the way to Ham- 

_Jij fo barren and defolate an appearance. 
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The di Uriels of Zell and Lunenburg are by no 
means fcenes of pleafure ; but at fome dittance 
from the road in Hanover, 'tis faid the lands 
are fertile and well peopled. 

Hamburgh is a Hanfc-town of the greateft 
importance of any in Europe ; for its fituation 
for trade, and the reputation of its laws, have 
long furniftied it with opulent inhabitant?. 
It (lands in the dutchy of Holftein on the north 
fide of the Elbe, where that river forms many 
iflands, and fome part of the town is fo low, 
that the inhabitants are much incommoded by 
the overflowing of the water, when there are 
high tides, and north -weft winds. The houfes 
are ftrong and lofty, and many of them ex- 
tremely neat ; but moft of the ftreets are fo 
narrow as hardly to fufFer wheel-carriages to 
pafs each other : their coachmen are, however, 
remarkably dexterous. Indeed feventy years 
ago coaches were hardly known among them ; 
but they are now very common. There are 
alfo many fpacious ftreets ; but thefe lying 
higher, and more detached from the water, 
are not fo much frequented by wealthy mer- 
chants. 

This place is, with refpeft to Germany, what 
Amfterdam is to Europe, a magazine of the dif- 
ferent produce and merchandize of the trading 
world. Many of the houfes are built on the 
very edge of the canals, fo that (hips may 



\ unload into their warehoufes. The "number 



of vefTels of confiderable burthen belonging 
the town is computed at four hw\dtt&. 
which thirty of the principal *xz to^Yo? 
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cloth he had recovered at XtJM, and laid out the 
product, as- well at thtfrmoney he bad rtceiv- 
ed, in raw filfc. He left that city on the 13th 
of September, and arrived at Perrybaxar, where 
he embarked in a flat-bottomed Ptrfian boat* 
and on the 39th imhvd Yerkie, where htwt* 
vifited by a commander of a guard-map ftati* 
oned there, by wftbiB he wtf informed^ that 
if he had any other goods on board,, bat fnch 
as were of me province of GJMav, ttn$did *ot 
declare them y the law made it death to the of- 
fender, befides. burning; the flrip and cargo. 
As Mr. B*k<oomn 9 the Ruffian Conful, had in- 
formed the Governor of Afiratbu*\ that the ' 
plague was at Cajban, they were ordered to 
land on a ftnall uninhabited ifland, otr die eaft . 
fide of the entrance of the Volga % where a fire 
being made, afurgeonand hi* attendants took 
the windward, of them j and defired to fee their 
breads, as is nfual in fttch cafe* j and after hi 
was fatisfod that they had no xnfedion, their 
letters were- delivered to him, after being firft 
dipped in vinegar and dried in the finoke* 
The next day the* Commanded fent for Mr, 
Hamvay and the Captain to come again on 
ihore on the fame ifland, wherethey were a fe- 
cond time interrogated whether they had any 
Cajhan goods on board, and in virtue "of an 
order he had received for that purpofe, defired 
them to declare in writing the places they had 
viiited flnce their leaving Ruffia. 

Having waited here till the nth of O&pbe* 

3n very di/agreeable weather, without any ftefll' 

jprovifions, .4 iSgnal was roaAc V{ ifos %wxdv 
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ihip for Mr. Hamvay and the Captain to come 
on board ; and then they had the mortification 
of being ordered to perform quarantine on an 
uninhabited ifland a little to the eaftward. But 
what affe&ed them moil was the news of the 
lofs of ail their letters, dispatches and paflports, 
with the lives of twelve foldiers, in one of the 
Emprefs's boats, which was fent up eleven 
days before, and had been attacked on the way 
by the Kbalmucks, who murdered the whole 
crew. 

At length the Governor of Aftrachan, ima- 
gining that Mr. Han-way might have fomething 
to communicate to him, permitted his going to 
that city, on condition of his remaining a week 
longer in quarantine, without bringing with 
him the lead part of his cloaths or baggage. 
He therefore on the 20th, went up a fmall 
branch of the Volga, and landed on the ifland 
Caraza, now appointed for quarantine, where 
he found wareboufes and habitations, with 30 
foldiers. Here lodgings were appointed for 
him in a houfe detached from the crew and 
the other pafTengers. On the twenty fixth 
the Governor of Aftrachan fent his barge rowed 
by twelve grenadiers, with fome of his own 
cloaths ; Mr. Harrway was then required to 
ftrip himfelf entirely naked in the open air ; and 
to pafs through the mortifying ceremony of 
having a large pail of warm water thrown upon 
him. 

Having undergone this difagreeable difci- 
pline, he embarked for Aftrachan* mA wv ^c«. 
27th arrived in that city. He v<*\\fc& crcv <** 
B 2 Owwt 
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Governor the next day ; but found his beha- 
viour very different from what it was a twelve- 
month before ; for he was very referved upon 
the article of trade ra general, though very 
inquifitive about Mr. Elton ; and though Mr. 
Hanway did not come empty handed, he barely 
met with civility, and palled his time in a very 
difagreeable manner, Separated from his cloaths, 
his fervants, and the conveniencies of life, in a 
place that afforded no amufement. 

On ihe 2zd of November, he obtained leave 
to fet out for Peter/burg ; but the Volga being 
covered with floating ice, he refolvedto travel 
by land on the weftern bank of that river, and 
being informed that the fecretary of the fait 
office at Aftrachan, and feveral Ruffian mer- 
chants, under the convoy of five Coffach, were 
ready to depart, he embraced the opportunity 
of joining them with two fervants, who were 
all he had now with him, and crofled the Volga. 

On the 28th they meet a large caravan go- 
ing to Aftrachan> which informed them that 
four perfons were miffing in Zaritzen and Cher- 
noyare* and as a bloody ftiirt had been found 
on the way, it was concluded that they were 
murdered. Orders were therefore given to the 
.Cojaeks to keep a ftridter watch than ufual ; and 
fome of the company who had been impatient 
to proceed forwards, and intended to leave the 
reft, now thought it improper to feparate. On 
the fecond of December they found a Ruffian 
waggon, and the harnefTes of feveral horfes be- 
longing to the five perfons who had been really 

murdered, 
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.murdered, and the next day they reached Z«- 
ritzen. 

During Mr* Hanway's flay there he dined 
with the fecretary, who afted as Sub-gover- 
nor of the town, and prefented his wife to the 
company, whofaluted heraccQrdjng tocuflom. 
She then prefented a falver with fmall filver 
cups of brandy, which was repeated after din- 
ner ; but (he did not fit with them at table : 
our Author was equally amazed at the pro- 
fufion of the meats, and at the badnefs of the 
cookery. The quantity of bad wine, ftrong 
and fmall beer drank by his companions waa 
alio prodigious ; it was however, a fcaft of 
friendfhip defigned to reconcile the Ajirachan 
fecretary, and one of the principal merchants 
of the city, who had quarelled ; and their 
healths being drank, the mailer of the houfe 
obliged them to kifs each other ; they were 
then faluted by all the company in the fame 
manner ; after this, to complete the farce, 
they began to reproach each other for their 
pail injuries. 

As the fnow now rendered the road impafli- 
ble for wheel carriages, Mr. Hatvway caufed 
his waggon to be placed on a fledge, and hav- 
ing taken leave of his Ruffian friends fet out 
on the 6th, attended only by two fervants. The 
next day the weather was fo cold, that fome 
ftrong wine froze under his feather bed ; he that 
night reached Cajhaliena> fituated on the Don ; 
the inhabitants, who are a mixture of Ruffians 
and Circaffiansy are poor, but hlefi&d. VvCfc. \v- 
berty. The winds now blew fo Yttoc& s*xA fc^- 
B 1 cs&v* 
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ceflive cold, that the carriers could not face ifc 
and were frequently obliged to halt; the 
ground was covered with fnow, and it often 
Happens that the paflengers who do not pro- 
vide a compafs to direct them, lofe their way 
and perilh. 

On the 13th they (lopped at Brufanoy where 
the inhabitants informed them that a band of 
robbers had the night before broken into two 
houfes, and not contented with plundering 
them, tortured the peafants by putting fire 
between their fingers, to oblige them to deliver 
their money. Thefe robbers were fo clofely 
purfued, that Mr. Hanway and his attendants 
found hams and other provifions they had 
dropped in their flight. Upon the road they 
had frequent opportunities of obferving in what 
manner the peafants render their huts habita- 
ble during the feverity of the cold weather. 
Few of thefe having chimneys, the fmoke of 
the ftoves is carried out through the windows ^ 
by this means they are filled with fo thick a 
cloud of fmoke, that it is impoffible to breathe 
at above two or three feet from the floor, till 
the wood is burnt to afhes.; and therefore 
thofe who would not be fuffocated mull crawl 
in upon their hands and knees. 

On the 2 2d Mr. Hamuoy arrived at Mo/cow, 
where he received letters, informing him of 
the death of a relation, who had left him a 
confiderable fortune. He (laid there till the 
28 th of December ■, and in the mean while pro- 
vided a light fledge in which he was deter- 
mbieci to travel poil. Nothing can be more 
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accommodated to eafe and difpatch, than tra- 
velling in fledges in froily weather: for in 
the journey our Author now made from Mo/co-w 
to Peterjburg, he (lept without waking while 
he advanced i oo wcrfts, or 66 Englijh miles. 
The whole road between thefe two cities was 
marked out in the fnow by young fir-trees 
planted on both fides, at the diilance of about 
20 yards, which at a moderate computation 
amount to 128,480 trees. At certain di fiances 
were alfo great piles of wood, to be fet on fire 
to give light to the Emprefs and her court, if 
they parted by in the night. On thefe occa- 
fions her Imperial Majefly is drawn in a large 
machine that contains her bed, a table and 
other conveniences,, where four perfons may 
take a repaft. ' This machine is fixed on a 
fledge, and drawn by twenty- four poll hor fes, 
and if any of them fail on the road, others are 
ready to fupply their places. She is generally 
three days and nights on the way, and has fe- 
veral fmall palaces at which me foraetimes 
Hops to refrefh herfelf. Though the difiance 
is 488 Englijb miles, Peter the Great once made 
the journey in 46 hours ; but he did not travel 
In the fame kind of carriage. 

Mr. Hamvay arrived at Peterjburg on the firft 
of January 1745, having performed the jour- 
ney from Mofconu in three days and a half. He t 
had been abfent a year and fixteen weeks, in ' 
which time he had travelled above 4000 Englijb 
miles by land. 

The court of Peterjburg has enjoyed the re- 
putation of being one of xhe moft. W&\\*x\N. \\y 
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Europe ; for in the reign of the late Emprefl 
Anne the countenance foreigners received, ad- 
ded much to its fplendid appearance. Th< 
Ruffians are ftill fond of ricn cloaths. Th< 
prefent Sovereign Elizabeth Petronvna tin 
daughter of Peter the Great, on certain davi 
appears in men's cloaths, particularly on th< 
day of her acceflion to the throne, when flu 
treats her company of life grenadier guards ai 
fupper in the grand faloon of the palace, anc 
fits at table with her officers in regimentals 
as their Colonel. This company with refpecl 
to their ftature, comelinefs, and the richnefi 
of their uniforms, can hardly be equalled bj 
any trcops in Europe. 

By the admiralty, where (hips of war an 
built, is a magnificent palace, fituated on th< 
fouth bank of the Neva, near the centre o! 
the city, and in the eaftern part is the fummei 
palace and gardens, which abound in fine ffo- 
tues and delightful wa'ks ; yet being a dead 
flat it can produce but little variety. Near il 
is the theatre, where Italian operas andFrend 
comedies are acted at the Emprefs's expence, 
to which foreigners who make any appearance, 
arc admitted. Mafquerades, balls and con- 
certs are alfo frequent at court. Two poets, 
our Author obferves, have lately ilarted up a! 
it were from a ftate of darknefs, and wrot< 
tragedies according to modern dramatic rules ; 
Lord /hifon's voyage round' the world, TJema- 
t! uu and feveral other books have alfo beer 
traufiated into the Ruffian language. 

The 



through Russia into Persia. 9 

Elizabeth Petrvwna, the daughter of Peter 
the Great by the Emprefs Catharine, is one 
of the mod accomplifhed ladies of her rank, 
nor was her perfon lefs amiable; but time 
which wears off the charms of youth, has ren- 
dered her corpulent ; yet me is very adtive, 
dances, hunts, and rides on horfeback : fhe 
feems to delight chiefly in feleft companies, at 
the houfes of her favourites. 

This Emprefs wears the order of St. Andrew, 
which is a blue ribbon : the number of Knights 
of this order are near fixty ; but it is not con- 
fined. The order of St. Alexander is inferior 
to this, and confifts of thirty-fix' Knights who 
wear a red ribbon : there is alfo an order of 
St. Anne of Holftein, which is diflinguifhed 
by red ftriped with yellow, and another of 
St. Catharine, which is red with a filver edge, 
and is intended only for women. 

Peter/burg was founded by Peter the Great 
in the beginning of the prefent century, and 
may now be confidered as the modern polite 
metropolis. Though it was fo lately a mo- 
rafs it is now an elegant and fuperb city, very 
healthy, and abounding in all the neceffaries, 
and many of the fuperfluities of life. It is 
ranged on both fides of the Neva, extending 
-near two Englijh miles from eaft to weft. At 
the upper end of the north fide is the citadel, 
which is more famous for the number of lives 
it coft in building, than for its ftrength : it 
contains a (lately church, in which are depo- 
fited the remains of its founder Peter the Great^ 
and his Emprefs Qatbarint % ycA. \\ \* *^ *» 
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prifon for offenders again ft the State. The 
city has neither walls nor gates $ but the 
marfhy land near it to the north and fouth, 
and the Gulph of Finland to the eaft, render 
it difficult or approach for an army. As Peter" 
the Great took Amflerdam for his model, it is 
divided by feveral canals ; but from the reluc- 
tance with which it was originally begun by 
his fubje&s, and from errors in the plan, a 
part of it dill remains unexecuted, and in 
others the houfes are too near the canal ; but 
there are fome regular, broad, and well built 
flreets, and feveral very noble edifices. The 
Emprefs's fondnefs for building has contributed 
to the beauty of the city ; for befides the two 
royal palaces already mentioned, {he has built 
a noble one faid to be intended for the Great 
Duke. There is alfo a nunnery lately ere&ed ; 
and at Czar/cho Zclo, about fifteen Englijb miles 
diftant, is another royal palace. Thefe edifi- 
ces are moflly of brick plaftered over, fb aft 
to make an elegant appearance ; but the work 
is generally done in a hurry, and the materi- 
als are not very durable. An Italian architect 
being eftablifhed in Rujfia, notwithstanding the 
difference of climate, the tafte of Italy is adopt- 
ed in aim oft all their houfes, and though the 
feverity of the cold is fo great, they abound 
much more in windows than our houfes in Eng- 
land. The number of people in Peterfiurg is 
generally computed at 250,600/ including the 
garrifon, which is numerous ; but in reckon- 
ing the fubje&s throughout the whole empire, 
it is laid down as a rule, that the hundred and 
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feventy fifth male raifes an army of near 50,000 
men, and confequcntly, fuppofing an equal 
number of females, the whole may be reckon- 
ed 17,500,000; but the tributary Tartars, the 
Ruffian Ukraine, and the conquered provinces 
are not included in this account. The reve- 
nues of the Ruffian empire, which were former* 
ly only five millions, are now encreafed to fif- 
teen millions of rubles, or three millions fler- 
ling, and are yet improvable, without diftrefT- 
ing the fubjeft. 

As to the climate of Ruffia, it differs ex- 
tremely in the feveral parts of it included in 
Europe, and dill more in their Afiatic dominions. 
At Peterjburg, February generally brings with it 
* bright fun and a clear Iky, every objeft feems 
to glitter with gems, and the nerves become 
braced by the cold. There is then no fmall 
amafement in riding in fledges upon the fnow, 
to thofe who from the length of the winter, 
have forgot the much fupenor pleafure which 
nature prefents, when doathed in all her ver- 
dare. 

March is frequently attended with fhowers, 
which, with the heat of the fun, penetrate the 
ice : this is generally three quarters of a yard 
thick on the Neva, and in fome great rivers to 
the north-eaft much thicker. This renders it 
like an honey-comb, and about the end of that 
month it ufually breaks up. 

The month ofjprilis frequently very warm ; 
fummer feems to precede the fpring ; for it is 
fometimes the firft of June before skyn c<yc&kfc- 
T*b)e verdure appem, an4 then t\v* \xiw& V*»x. 

\ytv&^ 
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brings it on fo faft, that the eye can difcove 
its progrefs from day to day. Till the middl 
of July it feems to be one continued day, th 
fun not intirely difappearing above two hour 
in the twenty four ; but the delight which thi 
feafon naturally affords, is confiderably abatec 
by the extreme heat of the weather ; however 
a week feldom pafles without the air being re 
frefhed by foutherly and wefterly winds, whicl 
often bring gentle fhowers. Our Author, wh< 
refided about five years in this city, once ex 
perienced a delightful autumn to the end o 
September ; but this rarely happens : AuguJ 
clofes the fcene, fo that there are hardly abov< 
three months of fummer. 

September generally brings rain and froil; 
the feverity of both is increafed in Ofiobtr, 
and in November the Neva is always frozen, 
Then comes on the feafon for the eafy and 
fpeedy conveyance on the fnow, which brings 
frefh provifions to market a thoufand Engtijl 
miles by land, and the beef of Archangel is 
often eaten at Peterjburg % In December and Ja- 
nuary the cold is fo very iritenfe, that the pooi 
who are overtaken by liquor, or expofed to the 
air in open places, are frequently frozen tc 
death. But the abundance of birch and alders 
with which the Ruffians are fupplied, and the 
commodioufnefs of their ftoves, enable them 
to introduce any degree of heat into their houfes, 
The Ruffians are for the moft part of a middle 
ftaturc, though many of 'them are tall and 
comely. The common people are fond of theii 
ancient cuftoms, and though the majority ol 
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them fubmit to modern improvements, many 
chafe to fuffer great inconveniences, and to 
pay additional taxes, rather than cut off their 
beards, and conform to fome regulations with 
refpeft to religion. Women in general are not 
fo amiable in Ruffta as in many other countries : 
indeed they daub, themfelves fo much with 
paint, as to conceal the graces which nature 
may be prefumed to have bellowed on them ; 
for they generally profefs, that if they have fuf- 
ficient plumpncfs, they can procure themfelves 
beauty. 

The common people are cloathed with long 
coat* made of drehed fheep-flrins with the wool 
towards their bodies ; their legs and feet are 
fwaddled with a coarfe cloth, fecured by a 
cord of reeds, and their fandals are of the 
fame materials. Their caps are lined with 
fur, and cover the ears and neck, as well 
as the head : they wear fafhes round their 
waifls, and double gloves, one of woollen 
and the other of leather, which take in 
the hand without any diitin&ion, except the 
thumb, and thefe are an eiTential part of 
their cloathing. However, people of any 
rank generally drefs as we do in Euglaiid* 
except wearing a full great coat lined with 
fur, with a deep quilted or fur lined cap, 
when they go abroad. The women of the 
lower clafs, befides their petticoats, wear fneep- 
Ikins like the men ; but thofc who move in a 
higher fphere, wear flowered filk cloaks, lined 
with furs, of which the moft common, foxr. \& 
white hares. Ladies of treat &&&£C\au Vast 

Vol, XV. G <fc*a> 
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them lined with rich furs, and alffioft con* 
ftantly wear them. 

CHAP. XIII. , 

©«r Author leaves Peterfburg. A View of the 
Emprefs's Palace at Strelna Mufa and Pe- 
terhofF. JDe/cripthn of Cronftadt, Revel, 
and Dantzic. 

ON the 9th of July I750, Mr. Hamvay 
left Peterfiurgh, and travelling along the 
banks of the Neva, came to the palace of 
Strelna Mufa, which is about twenty werfts 
from Peter/burg. It is fituated on an eminence, 
and commands an extenfive view of the Gulph 
of Finland, It was intended to be a more grand 
and elegant building than Petcrhoff, and the 

fardens were laid out in a fine tafte ; but the 
eath of Peter the Great, together with the 
badncfs of the foundation, put a flop to the 
profecution of the defign. The prefent Em- 
prefs has caufed many of her courtiers to build 
country houfcs on the fouth of the road be- 
tween this palace and that of Peterhoff: among 
thefe the houfe and gardens of baron Wolf are 
molt diftinguifhed for their extent and beauty ; 
however, moft of thefe country houfes are 
built of wood, and little expence is beftowed 
on the gardens, 

Prt» 
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Piter the Great left Peterbeff a mean build- 
ing ; but it has been greatly enlarged and 
beautified by the prefent Emprefs. The water- 
works are compared to thofe of Verfaslks y with 
this difference in their favour, that the waters 
of Peter boff are more "fweet. This palace is 
fit uated on an eminence, on the fouth fide of 
the Qnlph of Finland, of which it commands 
an extenfive profped, as well as of the ifland 
ofCron/tadt. The foreft of Mails that appears 
from the bafons of that ifland during the fum- 
mer feafon, gives the idea of a flourifhing 
commerce ; but the gardens of Peterboff, tho' „ 
tbey afford a great variety of fcenes, yet lying 
moffly on a dead flat, and the walks being of 
fand, they fall incomparably fhort of thofe be- 
longing to the feats of many noblemen in 
England, 

Mr. Hamuay paffing the Gulph arrived at 
Cronftadt, where being detained for feveral 
days by tempeftuous weather, he had an op* 
portunity of examining the dry dock contrived 
by Peter the Great, which is one of the greateft. 
curiofities v in the x world of its kind. It ex- 
tends about 700 fathoms, is fixty feet broad 
at the bottom, eighty feet at the top, and is 
forty feet deep, having flood-gates in different 
parts. It is intended to receive fourteen (hips 
of the line of battle. There is a grand refer- 
voir, which was then dug almoft eighteen feet 
lower than the docks, and is confequently near 
fixty feet deep : it is about fix hundred feet 
long, and three hundred feet btcwL *W* 
ifland of Crenjiadt is near fvfteeu mite* V^ ^*- 
C 2. cai»£wfc»" 
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conference ; but very barren : the town is fup- 
pofed to have near 25,000 inhabitants, in- 
cluding foldiers and Tailors. 

On the 15 th, Mr. Hamuay embarked in a 
fmall yatch belonging; to Dantxic, and on the 
iSth landed at Revel, when he was conduced 
!to the commander of the port, of whom it 
was necefTary, according to cuftom, to aflt 
permiffion to enter the town. This place is 
the capital of Eftonia, and is fifty leagues di- 
ftant from Peter/burg ; it fubmitted to Peter the 
Great by capitulation in 17 10, and is only taxed 
with the fupport of a garrifon of 5000 foldiers 
with quarters, and 3000 feamen with not only 
quarters, but fire and candle. Within the 
walls are about fix hundred houfes, containing 
near 8000 fouls, and the fuburbs are large and 
well inhabited. The people feem to be formal 
and referred; but are extremely induflrious, 
and live in fuch fecurity, that they might fleep 
with their doors open* The houfes which are 
of the moft durable materials, feem all pre- 
pared for the reception of merchandize : the 
£rft apartment into which one enters refembling 
a large warehoufe. The country abounds in 
corn, of which they have generally great ma- 
gazines. This was formerly a free town, and 
one of the greateft ports in the Baltic ; Narva 
being its only competitor. The Ruffians then 
brought the produce of their own country, as 
well as that of Perfia, to this market ; bat 
when our Author was there the trade was very 
inconfiderabie. 
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Great part of the city Hands upon an emi- 
nence, and is defended by out-works, a moat, 
and a wall about fix feet thick, and forty in 
height. The ftreets are neither broad nor re- 
gular, but the houfes are lofty, and have fteep 
foofs to carry off the fnow. The town-houfe 
it an ancient building, and contains nothing 
remarkable, but fome fine paintings, which 
are in great efteem. Here are four Lutheran 
churches for the citizens, and one for the pea* 
(ants of the adjacent country ; alfo two Greek 
churches for the ufe of the Ruffians. 

On the 19th, Mr. Hatrway reim barked, and 
the next day reached the height of Gotland, an 
ifland about 70 miles long, and 20 broad in 
the middle, diminifhing at each end almoft to 
a point. It belongs to the Swedes* and has 
eighteen towns and villages : but though it 
was formerly very rich, it has been fo often 
plundered in time of war, that the inhabitants 
are not in the moll flourishing fituation. 

On the 24th in the morning, our Author 
entered the Pi/tula, which has two branches 
up to Dantzic, the deepeft of which is formed 
into a canal, and there is a caftle about two 
Englijh miles from the town. This city is 
about three Englijh miles in circumference, and 
weil fortified with lofty works and a double 
ditch of water ; where thefe are weakeft, which 
is on the weft fide, the country may be eafily 
laid under water. Thefe works require twelve 
or fifteen hundred men to defend them ; but 
the town cannot afford above fe\«i Yuoki&c^* 
B/ the civil behaviour of the folium Xfc fe-wv- 
C 3 %«* 
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gers, one may eafily obferve the difference 
between troops in the immediate pay of citi- 
zens, and thofe under crowned heads* The 
houfes of Dantxic are generally five ftories 
high, which makes the ftreets appear die nar- 
rower efpecially as the entrance into the hoaJea 
is by four or Ave ftofte fteps, and a balcony, both 
which make a projection of ten or twelve feet : 
they are kept clean after the manner of the 
Dutch, though with lefs nicety. Many of the 
ftreets are planted with wild chefhut-trees 
about 30 feet high, which afford an agreeable 
ihelter ; but the inhabitants are more agreeable 
than their houfes and trees. The women refera- 
ble the Englijh in their ftature, countenance and 
air ; but die bad ones piake a market of their 
beauty in the neighbouring countries, where 
they are remarkably eminent in a profeffioa 
that is apt to convert beauty into deformity, 
and health into difeafe. The women of di- 
ftinclion affect the manners of the Pales, and 
the moft»refpe£tful way of faluting a lady is to 
kifs her hand, if one does not chufe to (loop (b 
low as the hem of her petticoat, as is com- 
monly pra&ifed by the Poles. 

A republican fpirit prevails in this great 
trading city, which is under the protection of 
the Poles. The arfenal contains a good col- 
lection of arms ; but as in moft places of the 
like nature, it has many that are old and ufe- 
lefs. They pretend to have 150 large brafs 
cannon, fome of which are (aid to weigh 
jr,ooo pounds. 



through Russia int* Persia. i^ 

Among the curiofities that mod engaged our 
Author's attention, was the great Lutheran 
church, which it an ancient ftru&ure that has 
not been much changed by the eilablifhment of 
the proteftant religion in this city ; for it was 
agreed by treaties to leave the crucifixes, ima- 
ges and pictures, as in the times of popery. 
They fhew a very curious piece of painting 
on wood, of the refurreftion by Van Eyck. ft 
is much admired, particularly for the hands 
and faces, and is laid to be one of the firft per- 
formances in oil colours; yet is fo perfedl, 
and delicate, as to bear the niccfl examination. 

The moft confiderable branch of the trade of 
Dantzic is that of corn, which is brought by 
the Polanders, in large barks of about 50 tons 
burthen, down the Viftula. In plentiful years 
thefe barks annually amount to about 1600. 
As thefe cargoes are often expofed to the wea- 
ther, it is cuftomary to fpread their fails on 
die banks of the river, and to dry their corn 
upon them. They alio export bees-wax to 
the annual amount of near 1000 fchippounds : 
befides narrow linens, facking, pot-alh, pearl- 
afh, pipe-daves, ami oak plank. 



CWk^. 



ZO The TRAVELS of J. Hanwat, Efo; 

CHAP. XIV. 

Our Author leaves Dantzic, and travels through 
Pomerania to Berlin, which is defcrihed. A 
concife Account of the King's Palace in that City, 
gind of the Palaces of Charlottenburg, Potf- 
dam, and Sans Souci. The Author's CharaUer. 
of the pre/ent King of Pruifia. A Defcription 
of Wittemburg and Drefden, with an Ac- 
count of the Curiofities in the laf-mentioned 
City; the Revenues, and Expences of the Court* 
Of the Porcelain Manufacture at MeiiTen, and 
a Defcription of the Hunting Palace of St. Hu* 
bertfburg. 

MR. Hanway having fpent a week very 
agreeably at Dantzic, provided a cha- 
riot, and took leave of his friends The teiv 
ritories of this city extend weftward between 
two or three German miles *. The country is 
agreeable, but the foil feems mean. He then 
palled through a fmall tracl of PoUJh Pruffia 9 
where the inhabitants are miferably poor. 

At Dunemorfe, which is five German miles 
from Dantzic, he entered P ruffian Pomerania, 
where the face of things began to change much 
for the better. He then proceeded to Stolpe, 
a fmall city, furrounded with corn and meadow 
lands, where the inhabitants feem to wear their 
chains with great chearfulnefs. The common 
people have a fmattering of the French lan- 

* A German mile is in forne places four, and in 
ftkero&vk Englifb miles. 
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gwage. On our Author's entering and depart- 
ing* he was examined from whence he came, and 
where he was travelling : this is pra&ifed to 
ail travellers in every town throughout the 
Pruffian dominions, and being performed in 
a \ery regular manner, it ferves to preferve 
the idea of watchfulnefs and military dis- 
cipline. 

He proceeded three German miles to Schlave, 
over an open pleafant country of arable lands, 
pretty well inhabited, though the foil is Tandy, 
and can therefore produce but (lender crops. 
He from thence went to CoeJIin, which had 
fome years before been burnt down, but is re* 
built with regularity and elegance, though 
with great parfimony, which the circum- 
ftmces of the inhabitants rendered abfolutely 
neceflary. In the market-place is a ftone 
ftatue of the late king of PruJ/ta. He then 
proceeded to Stargard, the metropolis of Pruf- 
fim Pomerania, where is a cathedral church of 
great antiquity, and three reformed churches, 
in one of which the fervice is performed in 
French. At three miles diffcance is a town 
called Pjritz, which is furrounded by an an- 
cient fortification, and has a very large church 
built with brick. 

He next arrived at Koeninjburg, a fmall town 
on the Oder, and from thence travelled three 
miles to Angermund, paffing over the Oder on 
a bridge of timber. On the north bank is a 
line palace and garden belonging to the mart 
grave of Scbwedt, with a very neat town of 
the fame name adjacent. TUc avoaxK. v> \5cv^ 
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% bridge and town is thrown up between no 

'■*; dow lands ; it is planted on each fide v 

^ willows, as the other fide of the- town is v 

t.| wild chefhuts, which intercept the view 

<-l the corn and tobacco fields. Near this pi 

| ■ Mr. Hamvay faw the bodies of two malefad- 

. who had been broken on the wheel : he 

*"• ferves, that near every town a gallows 

{; eredted on an eminence, though the good 

vernment of this country renders executi 
very rare. 

The palace of the Margrave makes a ftril 
figure, as it is the only object that has the 
pearance of grandeur or flate, on the x 
quite from Dantzic. The men of family 
fortune in this country all Hock to court, 
agriculture, from which they derive their i 
port, receives no improvement from their ] 
fonal attendance. 

l ; rom hence he proceeded to Berlin, and 

nearer he approached to that city, the more 

A, found the face of things improve ; but r 

are no enclofures to fceautify the profp 

nor richnefs of foil to exhibit that pcrpei 

verdure which England enjoys. From Dan 

to Berlin is fifty feven German miles, which 

5: computed to be equal to 2jo Englijb mi 

f The entrance into Berlin is airy and elega 

'*' the flreets are regular and clean, and 

houfes uniform. In going towards the pal 

on the Pont Nevf, or New Bridge, which is 

Hone, over the Spree, is an equeftrian ftatue 

Frederic William the Great, which is efieer 

a piece of exquifitc workmanftiip ; it < 
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erected by Frediric I. king of Pruffia, who 
alfo built the palace, which is very magnificent. 
A foldier attended our Author from the gate 
to his lodgings, in order to examine his bag- 
gage 

This city was full of bufy pleafant coun- 
tenances, and there were feveral perfons at 
this court famous in the literary world. The 
firft object that (hikes the (tranger is the king's 
palace, called the caftle : but one fide of the 
interior fquare of this building is no ways 
equal to the reft, it being the old apartment 
once inhabited by the prefent king's grand- 
father, and has not been yet rebuilt. The 
walls of the grand frolt are (even or eight feet 
thick, which makes the rooms dark. 

*Tis a pleafure to obferve the great cecono- 
my of this court, the apartments in the palace 
are adorned with filver in every fliape ; but 
thefe ornaments are fo mafly, that the fafhion 
is not more than 7 /. per cent, fo that four 
millions of dollars might be reallized with 
great eafe, if the exigences of the (late mould 
require it. Here are the pictures of Charles V, 
and his Emprefs, the frames of which are of 
filver, each weighing (ix centners, or 660 
pounds, and there is a grand crown luftre of 
Seventeen centners. There are alfo pieces of 
three, four or five centners, and a grand mafic 
gallery finely ornamented, all of (Jlver : one 
end of a large apartment, for about twenty 
feet high, and as many fyroad, is richly fur- 
nUhed with gilt plate : all this is mei&f Y^~ 
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rade, the court haying other fervices of plate 
for ufe. 

The king's particular apartments are ele- 
gant; but nave nothing extraordinary, the 
prevailing tafte is white flucco and gilding. 
Several of the private apartments have tables, 
with pens, ink, and loofe papers, which in- 
dicate the difpatch of bufmefs, more than the 
regularity and elegance one naturally expects 
to find in a royal palace. The hall has feve- 
ral good paintings, and the grand faloon is 
adorned with four pieces of tapeilry, repre- 
fenting our Saviour driving out the money-- 
changers, his warning the difciples feet, the 
miraculous draught of Gibes, and his laft tap- 
per. The throne in the audience chamber is 
of velvet embroidered with gold in a grand 
tafte ; but not loaded with ornaments. There 
is nothing extraordinary in the old quarter of 
the palace, except a bed of crimfon velvet, 
which has above two hundred cyphers with 
electoral crowns, all fet with pearls, and the 
chairs in this room are in the fame tafte. It is 
uiual for pcrfons of the royal blood to lie in 
this bed on the firft night of their marriage. 

The arfenal forms one fide of the palace, 
and is faid to be well furniihed with arms ; 
but as the vifiting it is attended with fome 
difagreeable ceremonies, our Author declined 
it. This is a very elegant ftrutture ; but has 
rather too great a profufion of ornaments ; 
thefe are, however, extremely well adapted to 
the nature of the building ; but of this noble 
• edifice 



7 




through Russia into Persia. 25 
edifice the reader may form a more perfedl 
idea from the plate we have here given. 

From the palace, he went to the library, 
which, he fays, would be a mean apartment 
for a common fchool. But all who appear 
like gentlemen have the liberty of reading here 
from ten in the morning till two in the after- 
noon. Here are 500 Bibles of different lan- 
guages and editions, and one kept as a kind 
of relidl, faid to be that which Charles I. king 
of England ufed when he was beheaded. It 
was preftnted by Dr. Juxton, to the ele&or of 
Brandenburg. Here is alfo the koran in manu- 
script in a fmall oltagon ; the character is fb 
minute, and the paper fo thin, as to be only 
one inch and a half in bulk : there are like- 
wife feveral manufcripts on religion, morals, 
and politics, faid to be wrote by cardinal 
Mazarin. 

The opera houfe is an. elegant modern edi- 
fice ; the fcenes are fplendid, and in an exqui- 
fite tafte. It has three galleries, and will con- 
tain about two thoufand perfons. The columns 
that fupport the roof, are calculated to throw 
the whole into a grand faioon, but are apt to ob- 
ftrutt the movement of the fcenes. The or- 
cheftra confifts of about 50 muficians, who are 
paid a very moderate price for their labour. This 
amufement is entirely fupported at the king's 
expence, and rendered in fome degree fubfer- 
vient to the ends of government. The ex- 
treme delight the king takes in mufic, and 
the great knowledge he has of that fciex&&, 
have carried this entertainment to a vcr$ Vy^x 

Vol. XV. p jra&S&w&. 
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perfe&ion. In the upper galleries on c 
fide of the ftage, fix trumpeters are fea 
who falute the Queen-con fort when fhe en 
the houfe or retires; but the King h 
felf, who adts in a fpfrere fuperior to 
rules of pompous ceremony, forbids this £ 
tation to his own perfon. 

Mon Bijou was the refidence of the qu 
mother, who was filler to his late majeity 
king of Great Britain. This is a little 
gant palace. Here is a pretty gallery of 1 
and white porcelain, and in another ap 
ment there are feveral rich pieces of & 
porcelain. The gardens are fmall, and j 
portioned to the fize of the building. 

The city of Berlin has a regular fortif 
tion, though it is not very formidable. Sti 
gers remark, that Berlin is a little Paris, 
French language being generally as well un< 
Hood as the German. The city abounds 
elegant ftruftures and regular ftreets, anc 
near one third as big as London ; but docs 
contain more than an eighth part of the 
habitants : from whence it may be eafily 
counted for, why grafs is found growing 
many of their principal ftreets. The pe( 
here make woollen cloth fufficient for the ar 
and great part of their home confumpt 
They are iupplied with linen from Sil 
Many thouiand French manufacturers hai 
found protection in this country, gold 
{liver lace, and wrought filks are hardly t< 
bought in any other place fo cheap. It 
with furprize our Author Yearn that the 
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virons of Berlin produce 400 pounds weight of 
raw /ilk. Some of the courtiers who cfpoufe 
commercial fchemes, flattered themfelves that 
the climate would admit of a large production 
of this kind ; but it does not promiie the fuc- 
cefs expected. 

Before Mr. Hamoay took his final leave of 
Berlin, his curiofity carried him to Ckarlotten- 
burgy which is about a German mild diftant 
from the city. This palace was founded by 
the king's grandfather, and his prefent ma- 
jelly has finiflied it according to his own 
tafte, which is extremely elegant. There is a 
range of about ten apartments well difpofed, 
adorned with white it u ceo and gilding. The 
ball-room is worthy of the king who is faid 
to have defigned it. It has ten windows on 
each fide, and befides the ftucco and gilding, 
which are here richer than in the other rooms, 
it is ardorned with buffo, ftatues, and large 
pier glaifes. The gardens are laid out with 
tafte, and the ftatues well difpofed. 

It will not be here either improper or un- 
entertaining to give Mr. Hawvoafs character of 
the prefent king of PruJJia, dictated by that 
gentleman's impartiality, and well known love 
of truth, at a time when the prejudices of the 
Englijh were ftrongly raifed agaihft that prince. 
Mr. Hamuay obferves, that the king of Pruffta 
was then confidered as no friend to Great 
Britain ; but adds, there is a pleafure in praifing 
the worthy, whether they happen to be our 
friends S>r not. Frederick II. kiti£ of Prufiia 
and t\e£tor of Brandenburg^ waa toxtv ww ^^ 
D 2 *\^ 
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24th of January 17 12, and was the Ton of king 
Frederick William^ by Sophia Dorothea, the filler 
of king George II. He afcended the throne on 
the 21ft of May 1740, and was therefore 24 
years of age when his father died. He had an 
early tafte of literature and the polite arts, and 
diflinguifhed himfelf by the delicacy of his 
manners, inoppofition to the inelegant cuftoms 
that prevailed at his father's court. The late 
King Frederick was a lover of drinking, a vice 
which in few countries is more* familiar than in 
Germany. The prince abominated this vice, 
and this, with other correfpondent circum- 
ftances, at length determined him to leave his 
father in a fecret manner, and to go, as it was 
faid he intended, to the Britijh court ; but the 
attempt was fruftrated, and coft an unhappy 
gentleman his head. . 

When princes are really God's vicegerents, 
religion muft be the bafis of their government 
and politics : this prince is however, by many 
reputed a free-thinker in the worft fenfe of the 
word ; but the rule of his government, and 
his fuperiority to the vanities and mean gratifi- 
cations of life, does not favour fo harfh a 
judgment. So far from adopting MachiaveJian 
principles, the dnti~Machia<uel is (aid to have 
been wrote by him, or his favourite Voltaire* in 
confutation of thofe maxims which ridicule a 
ftridt adherence to equity, and a dilinterefled 
love of mankind. 

One might be tempted to think that com- 
mercial projects in a country (b entirely mili- 
&ry as Pmjifi, could hardly be brought to any . 
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perfection ; yet if we confider the ftrift dis- 
cipline of the Pruffian army, it is the more 
eafy to be reconciled. 

There is one circumftance in favour of his 
Prujftan Majefty beyond any other Prince in 
Europe ; I mean the great ceconomy of his go- 
vernment and perfonal expence. The allow- 
ance of his table is but 30 crowns, or 5 /. 5 /. 
a day, fifh and wine excepted, in which he is 
at no great expence. Potfdam is the favourite 
reftdence of the King of PruJ/ia, who here 
avoids the empty ceremonies of a court. He 
entertains at his table twelve perfons : thofe 
of his miniilers moft in favour are firft invited, 
with thofe of foreign princes who happen to 
be at Pot/dam^ and his officers, even to an En- 
fign, fill up the vacant places : but this con- 
defcenfion, is not the only means he employs 
to recommend himfelf to the love of his fol- 
diers. The meaneft officer knows that his in- 
juries will be redreflcd by the King : for where - 
ever his quarters are, he need but write to his 
Majefty, and by the return of the poft he may 
expect an anfwer, frequently wrote by this 
great Prince's own hand. Nay, he even fome- 
times goes fo far as to advife where he thinks 
the party errs in judgment, or is influenced by 
fome unreafonable defire. His converfation is 
free and eafy, even to jefting ; but he pafles 
from the gay to the fcrious in an inftant, and 
fnpports his dignity both from the fear and 
the affection of thofe about him. 

He requires delicate food, but eats mode- 
rately, and mixes water with Yvu> >nW \ V* 

J) 3 V&tt* 
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takes Spatiijb fnufF toexcefs, fo that hiscloaths 
can icarce be clear of it. He. ufed to drink 
liberally of champaign, and eat rich fruits' 
foaked in ftrong wine ; but having been feveral 
times afflicted with fevers, he is become ab- 
ftemioas. 

He appears rather plump than corpulent ; 
his face looks full of blood, and his counte- 
nance is inclined to the penfive ; but is very 
expreflive, in fome meafure indicating the in- 
ceflant labour of his mind. Since the late 
war he is much broken and ftoops, which takes 
off from his figure. He often appears in boots, 
and always in his regimentals, which are a 
th e frock with filver Brandenbergs, and he is 
matter of only one change for the winter, and 
another for the fummer. Our Author faw his 
wardrobe, which, indeed, is very mean, of 
very grand, according to the impreflion it makes 
on the fpe&ator. The King is in this particu- 
lar a copy of Peter the Great. 

His bed, which Mr. Hamvqy particularly 
obferved at Cbarlottenburg> was in a fmall 
alcove or nicb, and confifled of only twomat- 
trefles under the cover of a down quilt, with- 
out the leaft ornament, or mark of grandeur, 
He often afks his moft familiar favourites, 
if they think the condition of a King above 
all others moft defirable ? and then tells, thett 
how eafily they may re&ify their opinion, b] 
obferving the great labour and attention thi 
duty of a King requires. 

So little does he obferve ufelefs forms, tha 
he hasrifen from his chair ax hi* v*m\u£ table 

TO 
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and caufed his engraver to take his place, and 
write down the orders which he dictated Hand- 
ing. That he has a high fenfe of friendfhip and 
gratitude, Mr. Hamway thinks is obvious, 
from a fingle circ urn fiance which happened 
during his abode at Berlin. Mr. Keith, with 
whom our Author was acquainted, had been 
obliged in the late King's reign to leave his 
country, for his devotion to the fervice of his 
prefent Majefty. On his return home that 
gentleman naturally expedlcd a kind recep- 
tion : but the King having now adopted other 
principles, was refolved to inculcate the necefli- 
ty of obedience to the Sovereign ; however, 
he allowed him a penfion, gave him the rank 
of Lieutenant, and placed him near the Queen- 
mother. At length being convinced of his 
worth, h« took an opportunity to remember his 
faithful fervant. On occafion of a mock battle 
fought near Berlin, the king ordered a few 
trees , to an inconsiderable value, to be cut 
down on the eftate of Madam Kneephaufe, the 
mother-in-law of Mr. Keith, with whom alfo 
Mr. Keith did not ftand very fair. His Ma- 
jefty feeing Mr. Keith at court the day after, 
called to him, and in very obliging terms afked 
him, " Will you do me a pleafure ? Carry this 
cafket to your mother-in-law, with my com- 
pliments, and here is the key of it." In it 
were found 10,000 crowns in gold, and a 
very polite letter to that lady, recommending 
Mr. Keith to her in the flrongeli, and moil 
affectionate terms. 



^\* 
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With regard to filial duties, " few private 
men, fays our Author, treat their parents with 
more refpect than he does his mother *, whom 
he never approaches covered, nor without the 
higheft expreflions of reverence : when he is in 
Berlin, he vifit9 her every day ; nor does he 
treat his fillers with lefs politenefs. He is 
civil to his own Queen, but nothing more ; 
this is a part of his hiftory, which the people 
do not talk of. I obferved in the opera houfe, 
that he placed the Margravine of Barfith at his 
right hand ; and when he took his leave, re- 
tired backwards two or three yards." 

Betides his great fkill in mufic, in which he 
eompofes as well as performs, he has a tafte 
for poetry ; and after fuffering all the fatigues 
of a General in the day, he poflefTes fuch tran- 
quility as to anfwer letters of p leafy re and 
politenefs, and even to write verfes in the 
evening, as I was aftured by one of his Chap- 
lains. His Memoirs of the houfe of Branden* 
burg % are a proof of his abilities as an author. 

The grand fecret of life, with regard to the 
execution of much bufinefs of every kind is a 
proper diftribution of the feveral hours of the 
day ; which npbody underflands better than his 
Pruffian Majefty. His cpnftitution having fuffer- 
ed by too little reft, hie now goes to bed early, 
and fleeps feven or eight hours : by this means 
Jie is in a condition to rife early ; and befides 
the bufinefs of the cabinet and parade, he can 
enjoy his favourite pleafures of books and 

* Her Majefty is fince dead. . 
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mufic. It is amazing that he can be Co devoted 
to bufinefs, and yet To fond of mufic, in which 
few who have not a good genius arrive at 
any great proficiency ; but of all the enjoy- 
ments of fenfe, fays an eminent divine, this 
is the leaft fenfual. When not engaged in war, 
he generally fpends a fhort time in playing on the 
German flute every morning, before he goes to 
the cabinet ; there he flays till eleven ; he then 
receives foreign minifters, and executes bufi- 
nefs of a more public nature till noon : he 
then ufually goes abroad, and gratifies him- 
&lf in feeing military exercifes, performing 
the duty of a foldier, and keeping up the 
fpirit of difcipline. Soon after one he dines ; 
abont three one of the fecretaries reads to 
him, and in the evening he has a concert. 
This is the ufual manner in which he fills up 
the day. There have been much talk of the 
fecret manner in which he conducts bufinefs ; 
bat' befides the execution of fome important 1 
parts of it with his own hand, his fecretaries 
have every one their private apartment, and 
each his particular province affigned, fo that 
if he difcovers that any of them are unfaithful, 
there is no difficulty where to fix it. 

Mr. Hanway fbon after obferving, that the 
fteady hand with which this prince conducts 
his government, promifes a happy reign, adds 
thefe remarkable words, which the event feems 
to have rendered in a manner prophetic : 
" The time may come, when it will be the 
mutual intereft of this nation, and the houfe 
pf Brandenburg, to unite again, ----^wX^VaX- 
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ever change* time nay produce in flates en 
fubjdft to change, honour, I lirink, will' I 
due to the prefent king of JVm^mi from ns, at 
all mankind. He has eftaHiflicd a reputa m 
upon the fnreft foundation, was it only ** 
that bold and generous ftrokc in politic*, d 
delivering his country front the jaws of J*i 
yers, who before his time, at leaft in Mm 
denburg* fported with the fttfieringr of d 
wretched, and faw unmoved the tears of d 
widow. In the Prmfltan dominions die deofia 
of caules cannot now be protraded to a an 
menting length. How long this wifl kft» i 
is hard to fay, tmlefs the Sag -has the art < 
maldng his fobje&s virtuous, as well as cb 
dient to his edicts. The fails in Brandenbwt 
are now brought to a fpeedy ifluc, at an ai 
expence, a regulation that could never fa 
made but by the Angular attention of a fovc 
reign Prince." % , 

Pet/dam is agreeably fituated on a branc 
of the Spree ; it is of conliderable extent, an 
the buildings neat and regular; but it.feem 
to be entirely occupied by foldiers. T^hc pa 
lace, which has not been long built, is fina 
but elegant, particularly the king's writin 
chamber and ftudy : the laft is partitioned o: 
by baluftrades of filver. The frames of th 
looking-glaiTei, and embeliiihments of th 
tables are alfo of the fame metal. The off 
cers dine every day in a large apartment, i 
the King's expence. The throne in the at 
dience chamber is richly embroidered with th 
arms of the houfc of Brandenburg* fopporte 
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r- by two Herculefes. In one of the apartments 
are two curious figures in copper of a Cbinefe 
« man fitting, and a woman or the fame coun- 
f try, holding an umbrella over him. Thefe 
figures, which are richly gilt, ftand in an 
' oval nich laid with marble, and form a very 
t convenient ftove. In the gardens are many 
' large and elegant ftatues, particularly a Nep- 
tune and Amphitrite feated in a fea car in a large 
bafon, oppofite the eaft front of the palace. 
The (tables are contiguous, and furnifhed with 
good Englijh hunters. 

In Pot/dam are quartered the king's guards, 
who are about zooo men, of great ftature 
and comelinefs, well cloathed, and diftinguifh- 
ed by filver- laced hats and black cockades. His 
prefent Majefty has wifely declined the oppref- 
five meafures pra&ifed by the King his father, 
to fupport this body of men of a prodigious 
ftature, and yet they are Hill remarkably tall. 
An Englijh nobleman being afked by his late 
Majefty, if his mailer had any equal number 
of troops who would beat thefe tall fellows, 
anfwered, " I don't know that my mafter has 
" any regiment that can beat your Majcfty's 
"" guards; but I dare engage he has one of 
" half that number that would fight them." 

The Pruffian Soldiers in general are remark- 
able for the (hortnefs of their coats, which at 
firft view feems to proceed from a ridiculous 
frugality ; but is moft plainly calculated for 
wife ends. Their cloaths lit extremely clofe 
to their bodies, and are Ore ng; honed srt. vVs. 
elbows with leather in the forra o£ z, Ywwxw 
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which prevents the neceffity of pa 

old garment. A P ruffian foldier is i 

the leaft in rags; but all appear as y 

with refped to the cleanlinefs of thei 

The King's guards, and fomc other 

have new cloaths every year ; but in 

the army has new regimentals only 

three years. The laft King obliged th 

to wear white fpatterdaihes winter 

mer ; bat his prefcntMajefty obfervii 

convenience of it, gave his men Mac 

winter. In the, fame feafon they have 

of woollen doth ; but in faramer th< 

white dimity or linen, which are v 

and dean. They all wear pigtail 

are eafily kept in order, and an 

powdered when the men are o 

This not only ferves to preferve th 

hair or wig, but gives 'the foldier an 

his oti* perfon, and the rank in whid 

Jiders himfelf in fome meafure compe 

the fmallnefs of his pay. The cap 

grenadiers, and the foldiers hats are fir 

at the fame time anfwer all the porpo: 

uniform and covering ; and by this m< 

heads are kept cooler, which mutt t» 

fiderable advantage both in marching 

a&ion. The pay of a common foldie 

gro/lh, or fourteen pence a week, an< 

this they are fuppofed to fpend three 

wafhine, and in materials for clean: 

arms, for which they aje much diftinj 

bat they are allowed bread. 



through Russia into Persia. 37 

As Sans Souci, or Without Care % is in the 
neighbourhood of Pot/dam, Mr. Hanway in- 
dulged his curiofity in going to fee that retreat, 
before he took his leave of the electorate of 
Brandenburg* The building feems intended as 
a fummer-houfe and library to the palace of 
Pot/dam, from which it is about an Englijh mile 
diflant. It is fituated upon an eminence, and 
commands a fine view of the town, and a fmall 
branch of the Spree, which runs by the fide of 
the gardens. The apartments are rooftly on 
the ground floor, and are elegantly finilhed. 
From the houfe to the lower part of the garden 
is a defcent of about 120 yards, by fix feveral 
ranges of ftqne fleps, and as many terrafTes, 
tfre fides of which are all planted with vines, 
covered with glafs to fhelter them from the 
cold, and Handing full to the fotfth and fouth- 
eaft fun, the fruit is well ripened. The garden 
below has feveral fine flatues, particularly a 
Venus drawing a net, and a Diana with game ; 
the pedeftals of which are finely adorned with 
relievo. This garden is not half an Englijb 
mile in length, and the eaft end of it is ter- 
minated by an Egyptian pyramid, embelliihed 
with hieroglyphics. The garden, however, has 
but little turf, and no gravel, and the fandy 
walks rob it of half its beauty. 

On the 23d of Auguft y Mr. Hantvay pro- 
ceeded through woods and fandy plains to 
Britxen, which is the Pruffian frontier. He 
then entered the electorate of Saxony, when 
the pleafantnefs of the verdure, and tta t\Oet- 
nefs of the foil, intermixed with gco\*s, **^ 
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covered with herds of cattle, gave the 

plenty, fuperior to what is found in i 

burg ; yet the ceconomy, and happinef; 

Pruffians compenfate fo greatly for this 

lity, % that many of the Saxons have tal 

M fugc in Brandenburg, and for the fake 

p] government, chufethe fandy foil of th; 

T. try. Hence the towns built by the 1 

\ ' Prujfia on his own frontiers, are aim oft . 

\\ peopled by Saxons. 

P . Our Author at length arrived 2t Wit 

| : a fortified town fituated near the Elbe* 

r; for the manufa&ory of coarfe cloth : t 

'■A in this country is remarkably good. 

h are fent hither from all parts to b ; dye 

j- the blues and greens commonly called 

['■; arc -bell dyed here. In this place is ai 

&, my in which are about 700 ftudents, i 

t; is the Sokokffchxachf a building of ab 

S? years Handing, where Martin Luther fir ft 

ed the do&rine that occafioned his lea 1 

i Romijb relipion. In this church that great 

cr is alfo interred ; ; bit lias no other nic 

befides a brafs plate with an infcnption. 

his original portrait at length, painted o 

and well preferved, fince the yer.r 154c 

i people here, as in mole places where 

thiran religion prevails, have a itrong 

of Romijh fuperllition. among other i 

of which, the credulous fay, that the « 

fited Luther in the library whir h now 

to the academy ; but that the re forme 

'. impolite as to throw his ink- £ .Mid at hi, 
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In paffing through this ele&orate, Mr. Han- 
way obferved, that the richnefs of the foil did 
not feem to diminish the poverty of the inha- 
bitants. The country about Grojfebagen a- 
bounds with large dorks with black tails, and 
wings tipped with the fame colour. On the 
25th he palled by Moljberg, a hunting-palace 
belonging to the King ot Poland, Elector of 
Saxony* fituated on an eminence near the vil- 
lage of IJtngberg, about eight Englijh miles from 
Drefden. The avenue which leads to it is very 
long, and planted on each fide with wild chef- 
nut-trees : it hap a good garden, and is en- 
compaiTed with woods, where the Elector takes 
fuch delight in hunting the wild boar, that he 
fometimes remains there three months toge- 
ther. Hunting indeed, is the favourite drver- 
fion of the Saxon court ; but by this diverfion 
the induftrious inhabitants are more diftrefTed 
than the brutes. Above 30,000 head of deer 
are faid to range in the open lands and fore lb* 
and though they break into the corn fields of 
the farmer, he dare not kill one, under the 
penalty of being condemned to the galleys. 
Thefe, with the wild boars, are fo great anu- 
fance, that the Saxons, fays our Author, would 
gladly compound to fupport a body of 8000 
Soldiers extraordinary, on condition of having 
thefe animals reduced to half their prefent 
number. In every town of any note fifty of* 
the inhabitants keep watch, five every night, 
by rotation, with bells to frighten the deer, 
and defend their corn from thefe dftNOwtvo^ 
enemies* 

E 2 t* 
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The peaftnts of this country can- 
ons a great diftance to market in " 
rows, which are well adapted for ths 
both in height and other dimenfio 
wheel is bound with iron, and is b 
and lighter than thole nfed in Englaf 
Drejdnh the metropolis of this elei 
"iituated in the midft of a plain fnrro 
lofty hills about two leagues diftant, 
eft of which are converted into i 
The city (lands on both fides the El 
are joined by a ftone-bridge 540 feet 
36 broad, containing 18 ardfcs : bul 
age over it being horizontal, takes 
that grand effect which a* curve pi 
thofe ftrudtures. Upon it is a braze 
of curious workmanlhip. In this ci 
veral fquares and lofty ftone build ii 
feven ftories high, which make an el 
pearance, but are inferior in beaut) 
of Berlin * 7 be fides, many of the ftree 
row. Near the entrance of the new 
equeftriah flatue of the late King A 
erected on a lofty pedeftal, faid to b< 
a common fmith, and as fuch may b< 
though it has many capital defects 
Jarly in the horfe's head. 

The trade of Drefden is very incoi 
the moft important article is the filv< 
in ingots every fifteen days from the ? 
Fridburgy to the amount of about zc 
Jars, or 3500 1. This filver is im 
coined into florins of fixteen grofc 
with refped to the current motivy of 
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crs, &c. is worth feven per cent, advance, and 
is therefore fo fpeedily conveyed into the 
neighbouring territories to be coined again, 
that it is next to impoffible to obtain change 
in this money for a fingle louis d'or, in the or- 
dinary commerce of the people. 

Among the other calamities under which 
this country labours, the jealoufy arifmg from 
religion is none of the lealt. The eftablifhed 
Lutheran clergy, opprefs the Cafoanifts, who 
are obliged to have not only all their marria- 
ges and burials, but even their chriftenings 
performed by Lutherans $ while both think 
themfelves extremely injured by the counte- 
. nance given at court to the Roman catholics, 
and they think it a grofs abfurdity for a pra- 
teftant pdfcple to be governed by a Romijh 
Prince : for according to the eftablifhed confti- 
tution of Saxony, the Roman catholics can no 
more have a church in Drefden, than their E- 
le&or, without being of the Romijft church, 
can be King of Poland. A chapel, however, is 
. connived at, by which is underftood a private, 
or at leaft a modeft place of worfhip ; but 
what is called a Romijh chapel here is a pom- 
pous ftruclure, fo richly adorned with ftatues 
and architecture, that art and expence feem to 
contend for the fupcriority. Our Author ob- 
serves, that it was not then entirely completed. 
The furniture was intended to be of Saxon por- 
celain, the altar-piece and organ not excepted, 
and Mr. Han-way faw fome of the organ piges 
jn different pieces. 

E % "N* 
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Mr. Hamvay vifited the Grune ^ 
part of the royal palace con filling 
rooms filled with curiofities collected 
menfe expence. 

The firft chamber contains an hund 
bat curious ftatuet, the greateft part 
. particularly an equeftrian flattie of A 
King of P+land, Frediric William t\ 
after the famous ftatue in Berlin, Le 
Mar curies, Ctntaurs, Sec, 

The fwcoad chamber contains a ^ 
figures in ivory, and among other 
Abraham offering up his ion Ifaac y 
angel deicending, all of exquifite > 
flup ; a fine crucifix ; and a fiiip. o 
rigged, the ropes reprefented with g 

The third contains a variety of I 
filver, in particular a large fountain 
vafei of great fize. 

The fourth contains veflels of pure 
filver gilt. The pannels of the roo 
fooktng-glafs.^ 

The fifth is a fpacious room in > 
many precious ftones wrought with g 
a cup of Lapis Nephriticus ; a flatoe c 
II. of England; a ball of cryfbri fix 
diameter, without blemifh ; a large j 
round with the mod curious and < 
tiques ; feveral fine jtables of Mo/aic ; 
-Michael vanquishing the devil, a dm if 
formed in wood, and cod in Englat 
it was made 25Q0I. with a multitude 
cr/IUJs, mother of pearl, &c. 
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The fixth chamber is of precious ftones, with 
a great variety of pearls fet in a multiplicity of 
forms ; as the royal crown, fceptres, balls, &c. 
of the King and Queen* which are of falfe 
ftones, the precious ones being taken out, and 
deposited in the next chamber; his pre fen t 
Majefty of •iV**</curioufly cut in onyx ; a fine 
piece made of precious ftones reprefenting Jo~ 
nas thrown into the tea. 

The feventh and eighth chambers containing 
jewels of immenfe value, are furrounded with 
glafs cafes. Befides the jewels of the regalia, 
and feveral dozen of coat and waiftcoat dia- 
mond buttons, there is a brilliant as big as a 
moderate fized walnut, a green brilliant above 
an inch long ; an onyx of feven inches, valued 
at 70,000 crowns ; a gold cup reprefenting 
Diana in a bath ; but the greateft curiofity is 
an exa& reprefentation of the throne of the 
Great Mogul , in filver figures, enamel- 
led in colours, and adorned with precious 
ftones. " There is a view of potentates bring- 
ing presents, and falling proftrate at the throne, 
with elephants, fenrants, foldiers and at ten - 

4 ancs « 

Mr., Hanivay having gratified his curiofity 
by the fight of this expenfive collection, went 
to take a view of the Kunftkammer, or Cabinet 
of Curiofities. 

The firft chamber contains a collection of 
prints from the commencement of the art of 
engraving to the prefent time. 

The fccond is the mineral ga\\ery, Vtv^Vv^y 
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is die earth of the different countries in I 
world, and ores of every denomination. 

The third contains petie&dians, partu 
larly of wood, animals, &c. 

In the fourth chamber, which is a vi 
large one, are different kinds of wood and ' 
getables ; in particular there is a cabinet w 
350 fquares as big as the palm of a large hai 
run in. fiat as drawers, of fo many difien 
kinds of wood. In this apartment are alio 1 
pi&ures of a man and his wife, who lived n 
Tome/won the man was 185 years of a; 
and his wife 172. 

In the fifth chamber is a fmall cabinet 
fkdetons, and other anatomical curiofiti 
The fixth contains the fkins of a variety of a 
inals Huffed. The feventh has the fkins 
iifhes fluffed. The eighth has a great qui 
tity of different kinds of (hells. In the nil 
is a cabinet of about fix feet high, and f 
broad, every drawer of which has fome na 
ral curiofity in amber. In the tenth is a grc 
with fprings of water. Jn the eleventh 
many curiofities in coral. The twelfth o 
tains the fkdetons of lions, bears, &c. of a p 
digious fize, and the fluffed fkins df fome 
traordinary beafb, particularly of a hoi 
whofe mane is faid to be three ells and a 1 
long, and his tail twelve ells and a half. 1 
Haxruoay did not meafu re either ; but was 
tisned with the greatnefs of the. curiofity, fi 
the apparent length of them. 

From thefe apartments Mr. Hanway 1 
ccndu&ed to another at fame ftfasytft, \»G 
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• model of Solomon's temple cut in cedar, as de- 
\ fcribed in the Old Teftament, with all its fur- 
niture. This piece coft 12,000 crowns. 

? Our Author next took a view of the gallery 
? of pictures, which is one of the fineft in the 
• 7 world ; part of the collection confifts of an hun- 
dred capital pieces^ which are faid to be all 
originals, and to have coil half a million of 
-. crowns. The whole collection confifts of above 
! two thoufand piece?, the capital works of Ra- 
phael, Rubens, Corregio, and all the great maf- 
ters. They are valued at between two and 
> three millions of crowns, or near 500,000 1. 
Mr. Hamuayntxx. vifited the Cbinefe palace, 
fo called from the tafte of the building, and 
fc the furniture. It ftands on the Elbe, and com - 
. mands a view of the bridge, and the Romijb 
chapel. The ornaments of the architecture, 
and the relievo of the frontefpiece, are in the 
Chinefe tafte ; but this is far from being an elegant 
ftrutture. It has fourteen rooms, in which 
are a great number of leopards, wolves, bears, 
monkeys, fquirrels, &c. fome as big as the 
life with elephants and rhinocerofes ofthe fize 
of a dog. A prodigious variety of birds and 
fowl, with a curious collection of different 
flowers, all of Drefden porcelain. The Apof- 
tles near three feet high are in white porce- 

* lain. There is a reprefentation of the cruci- 
fc fixion four or five feet high, with many other 

curious pieces : thefe laft are intended for the 
Romijb chapel. A clock is preparing for the 
gallery in this palace, the bells whereof ttt* 
of China: but the hammers muft. be o£ w>cA, 



46 T^TRAVELS^J.HAirwAr,^ 
But what is moft wonderful, here are fortjF 
eight China vafes, which appear to be of K 
uie, nor any ways extraordinary, ■ except ft 
their great fize, and yet the prefent '£ledor*i 
father, was fo charmed with them, that k 
purchafed them of the late King of Prtfffim, M 
the. price of a whole regiment of dragoon* ;'« 

The King's gardens, though agreeable, wof 
the natural beauties afforded by as inequaKn 
of ground., The palace fituafed in them ■ 
fmall ; but the approach to it is by a graa^ 
avenpe of a confiderable length. A field ft 
tournaments is in the front, and behind lft jj 
fine piece of water. The gardens are on A 
fides, and are adorned with a profufion of maf 
ble ftatues, many of them digger than the lift 
They fhew the genius of the late King, wfo 
being intlrely devoted to his amours, left then 
to after ages as monuments of his lafciviouf 
nefs. The orangery which is in another par 
of the town, has four hundred orange-trees o 
a very large ilze, and many exotics. 

The palace of Count Bruhl has been boil 
at feveral times, and the apartments are ele 
gant and richly furniihed. They are adorn© 
with luftres of porcelain in beautiful figures 
the tables have a variety of tea equipages, a» 
the figures of men and women, birds an 
beafts of porcelain. The drawing-room i 
pannelled with looking- glafs, and his cabin< 
furniihed with enamels and crayons. Ti 
houfe and gardens belonging to it are fituatt 
on the Elbe, near the bridge, and command 
plea font profpett. His library, which is i 
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'! &e garden, is 220 feet long and well furnifh- 
r ) ed with books : but what is mod linking i% 
! ' the gallery of pictures, which though it does 
•'[ not contain a fourth part fo many as the royal 
" gallery, is incomparably m re magnificent, 
1 "is 156 ells long, and the paintings are fhewn 
to great advantage, by being ranged only on 
: one fide, and fronted by lofty windows, that 
-. afford fufficient light to flicw the minuteft 
; : beauties of this excellent collection. Thepan- 
: . «els between che windows are of looking-glafs, 
fr againft which are placed itatues and bulls that 
= : have a grand effect. This Minifter is per- 
' haps the greatcft fop the world ever pro- 
^ duced, he has no leis than three or four hun- 
■ dred fuits of rich cloaths, which are of all the 
brighteft colours of the fineft cloaths, velvets 
and filks, with all the different kinds of lace 
and embroidery that can be procured in the 
different parts of Europe. When he drefles, he 
calls for his book of patterns, and chufes the 
fait that pleafes his fancy for the day. This 
great man is faid to have bought eftates in Po- 
land to the amount of twenty millions of flo- 
rins, or 833,3331. Englijh. 
It is pretended that there are 30,000 towns 
\ and villages in Saxony> of which fixty are to 
: be feen from fome eminences near Dre/Jen. 
They alfo reckon that the whole electorate has 
four millions of people; but our Author does 
t not imagine that they amount to half that num- 
ber, efpecially as they acknowledge that they 
have only two tboufand fix hundred w\«K\- 
afHc* nor were there then in T>refdtn &xrt*. 
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a hundred and ten thou&nd fools. 1 
le&or's revenues amount to near 1^57 
and die (landing forces of the ele&or 
generally reckoned at between forty a 
thoufand men. The people are bu 
with heavy taxes,, and the expences 
court are fo great, that 6500 ducats are a 
allowed for fweetmeats, &c. which 
twice as much as the King of PruJJtA 
for his table. Yet Saxony is faid to on 
millions of dollars, the intcrcft of w 
not regularly paid; but his prefent Mi 
fo fond of cunofities, and particularly 
ings, that our Author was told, he gt 
a million of dollars, intended for part o; 
ment due to the King of PruJJia, forth 
of Modena's pi&ures. 

While Mr. Hamvay was at Dre/den, 
introduced to Mr. Calkoen, who had bee 
Ambaflador from the United Provinces 
Ottoman Port, and was now Envoy anc 
potentiary to the King of Poland. He 
tided fome time in England, and profeffi 
felf an adnlirer of our nation. Mr. j 
was at his table, in company with Pi 
Italians, French and Germans. The cc 
tion at firit turned upon Nadir Shah, afte 
this gentleman afked our Author, whic! 
countries he had feen, he thought mod 
able* and where a man of fentiment 
chufe to live. Mr. Hanway modeftly ; 
that his knowledge of the world wi 
limitted ; that he had feen a great deal 
fery in one ihape or other, \& jcvery \ 
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where he had been ; but after a paufe, deter- 
mined in favour of England* The company 
teemed furprized at h:s heiitation, and then 
gave their fuffrage by a loud, but polite ap- 
plaufe : and many things were faid on this oc- 
casion in favour of this happy ifle. 

On the 30th of Augnft Mr. Hannvay left Dref- 
im> and travelled towards Meiffen. He was 
delighted with the rural beauties of the coun- 
try ; the corn-fields, gardens, meadow- lands, 
and pafture produced a charming effect : the 
banks, of the Elbe were adorned with a 
great number of vineyards, and theinduftry of 
the. people made them form the fteepeft hills 
into a number of terraflfes covered with vines. 
On, approaching Mcijfen the valley grows nar- 
iow, and part of the houfes of the banks of 
the Elbe* are built on rocks, which rife perpen- 
dicular from the river, and form a very agree- 
able and romantic fcene. The caftle ot Metjfen, 
in which is the porcelain manufactory, is fitu- 
ated on the weftern bank of the Elbe, three 
German miles from Dre/den, and is a large 
buildings capable of fome defence. Our Au- 
ihor had an opportunity of being convinced of 
the fecrecy with which this manufactory is con- 
tacted ; for there is no admittance into the 
works without an order from the Governor of 
Drefden ; nor are the workmen ever feen with- 
out the gates ; for they are all confined as pri- 
soners, and fubje& to be arretted, if they go 
without the walls : for this reafon a chape!, 
and every thing nccefiary is prcmfaA, m^ccwi* 
The workmen amount to about too, tro&. *& 

Vol. XV. p v*\*rc 
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whom have Dot above ten German crown: 
month, and the higheft wages are forty ; fot 
the annual expence is not eftimated at ab 
£0,000 crowns. This manufacture being 
tirely on the King's account, he fells annuall) 
the valaue of 1509000 and fometimes 2oo,c 
crowns/ or 35,0001* 

Mr. Hamvay paffisd the Elbe on a brid 
and after mounting a Keep afceht, entere 
plain country, where the foil is rich and 1 
cultivated, towns, woods, and oaftare lai 
/ire agreeably intermixed, and unite to give 
idea of riches and pleafnre ; yet the mhi 
cants are poor, for tne taxes fall heavy on 
labourers. 

Mr. Hunway at length arrived at St. J 
hcrtfowrgt , another of the hunting palaces 1 
longing to the King. The adjacent conn 
is proper for the fport, and the King's d» 
and horfes are kept in order by being ex 
cifed twice a week. The hunting equipage 
the Saxon court is the more gay, as an unirc 
of yellow cloth laced with filver, is on thefe 
canons worn by every one who appears in 
field. The palace is large, but not magn 
cent, nor was it then in tirely finimed. 1 
rich apartments intended for the Queer! are 1 
ed with green damafk laced with gold, i 
thofe for the King, of crimfon in the fame ta: 
The dining-room, which is round, is an c 
gant apartment, and the gallery is of a gf 
nze, and was .then ready for the fine picl 
that his Majefty had marked from among 
collection, in Drefden. . 
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CHAP. XV. 

A Account of Leipfic, *m«/ * fuccinSt View of 
the little Sovereignties of Anhalt Koethen, 
Anhalt Deflau, Binburg, and Zerbft, ivith 
m Defcription of the Cities of Magdeburgh, 
Wolfenbuttel, Brunfwic,. <W the Palace of 
Saltzdahlen. A brief Account of the City of 
Hanover, and of the Palace of Herenhaufen. 

ON the 3 ill of Auguft Mr. Hanway left St. 
Hubert/burg, and proceeding along a pretty 
good road, paffed by icveral towns and villages- 
to Leipfic, one of the greateft trading towns 
in Germany* though it has no river of confe- 
rence near it. Magdeburg* which is feated on 
the Elbe, is fourteen German miles and a half 
diftant, and merchandize is brought from Ham- 
burg by that channel. The wool which is col- 
lected in this city is an important article, and 
gready contributes to the wealth of the citi- 
zens, who have fome rich manufactures, and 
I . are much diftinguifhed for painted cloths in 
■■. imitation of tapeftry. Here are three fairs, 
r «g*. on New Tear's- day, Eafcr i and Michael- 
men ; but now that of Eafter is the only one 
\\ Tcjy confiderable. To thefe fairs refort the 
» Poles, Hungarians, Bohemians, PruJJiant, peo- 
1 pie from ail parts of Germany , t\vfc French, 
italiam, and even Ruffians, who a\\ biva^ xSa© 
F 2 ^xcAsx^ 
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produce of their refpe&ive countries. But 
what ha6 diftinguifhed Leipfic through a long 
feries of ages, is the liberty of confcience 
granted to all people. Hence the inhabitants 
have been induftrious in the cultivation of 
knowledge and moral improvement ; and 
here is an univerfity, which is ftill very con- 
fiderable. The inhabitants amount to about 
40,000 within the gates, and the fuburbs are 
very populous. There are fix churches for 
the Lutherans j theirs being the eftablifhed re- 
ligion, one for the Cal<venifts> and a chapel for 
the Roman Catholics, which is in the cattle. 
The fortifications feem rather calculated for 
the ufe of the inhabitants to walk on, than for 
defence. Thefe have four (lone gates, and the 
citizens fupport 200 foldiers. The city is of 
ftnall extent ; but the hbufes are very lofty, 
and have elegant fronts. The ftreets are 
clean, commodious and agreeable, and there 
are two large fquares which are ufed as markets. 
The city is furrounded with gardens, in par- 
ticular the Apel garden is in an excellent ta&e, 
and adorned with ftatues, which though very 
indifferent, are fo ranged as to have a p leafing 
effea. 

On the 2d of September Mr. Hamvay depart- 
ed for Landfperg* and in the way had a di- 
ftant view of Hall y which is fubjeft to Pruf- 
fia* and famous for its univerfity, particularly 
for ftudents in phyfic. At Landfperg be re- 
entered the Prujfian dominions; the pafiage 
from one fovereignty to another being in thefe 
r very frequent ; and from tbance pro- 
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ceeded to the city of Koetben x in the petty 
fovereignty of the prince of Anbalt Koetben. 
This is a considerable place, the inhabitants 
amounting to about 15,000. They have three 
churches, and the principal manufactory of 
. gold and filver lace in all Germany. The peo- 
ple of the little independent fovereignties of 
Koetben, Dejfau, Binburg, and Zerl/i, in the 
opinion of the Savons, live in the land of Milk 
and Honey. Indeed thefe petty Princes pof- 
fefs lands fufficient for their expences : the 
•tax on lands is 4 per cent, which at twenty 
years purchafe is not one (hilling in the pound. 
By the conftitution of the empire, each of 
thefe princes is obliged to fupport a hun- 
dred men in time of war, to defend the liber- 
ties of the Empire. 

In this town the Prince of Anbalt Koetben 
has a palace. He keeps a body of 250 men 
who are well cloathed, and his revenues are 
computed at 160,000 dollars. The fecurity 
with which a perfon travels in this part of the 
world is very extraordinary. The people are 
fober, and the duties of morality are taught 
not only by priefts, but by parents, whence 
thefts and robberies in time of peace are hardly 
known among the Germans. 

On the 3d, Mr. Hawvjay arrived at Magde- 
burg, where are eight German Lutheran, and 
two Calvinift churches. The fortifications of 
this city are very remarkable, and famed all 
over Europe. There are fix deep foijes, which, 
together with the lownefs of the vickV.% xtxv- 
ders the place verv ftrortg. Magdcfciiri^a&s^ 
' F3 
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to the King of Prmffi* $ and is aHb remarkable 
for its great magazine* of merchandise brought 
from Hamburg on the Elbe which . is f cry rapid. 
Thefe goods are brought in flat-bcmom'dtxMtti; 
and from hence fent by land to Leiffic, and other 
parts. Here are fourteen floating-mills for grind- 
ding corn, with fome manufactories, and re- _ 
marfcable buildings ; and in the great iqnare it* 
an antient itatue of the Emperor Otbc, who .fa 
faid to have founded this city in the yearo3o. 

Mr. ffanway was yet in the PruffUm domi- 
nions, when his poftillion attempting topafi 
by a particular way, to avoid paying the d«fy 
demanded on the road, an officer pofted at ut 
avenue to prevent this practice, rode up, flop- 
ped his chariot, and feizfed one of the hones 
as a trefpafs : nor would he defift, till our Au- 
thor alighting with a piftol in his hand, let 
him know, that whatever fault the poftillion 
had committed, it could not poflibly reach 
him, as he had paid for the horfes, according 
to the laws, and was travelling u- der the pro- 
tection of thofe laws ; and therefore if he 
prefumed to detain him, he would refift him 
as a robber : upon which the officer thought 
proper to let him pafs. The German poftillions 
wear the liveries of the countries to which 
they belong ; in Brandenburg they are blue, in 
Saxony, yellow. They ufe imall French horns', 
and fbme of them pjay in no difagrecable man- 
ner ; but the majority make a fhocking' noiie. 

He next came to Helmftet, which belongs to 
the Duke of Brunfiwk, and is furrounded with 
*a old /ortification. Heic m* aoo foxtacftt, - 
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who are chiefly fupported by the bounty of 
their fovereign. From thence he departed for 
WolftnbutteU which is four long German miles 
farther: the road is good, but the country 
hilly, and the vallies abound in cattle. There 
are feveral groves of oaks, which being kept 
perfectly clean, have a fine effect. The inha- 
bitants of the towns and villages have the ap- 
pearance of great health and eafy circtim- 
ftances. A few miles to the eaftward of this 
road are feveral mines of iron, copper, iilver, 
and fome ffiy gold. 

Mr. Hannvay arrived at Wolfenbutul after the 
gates were (hut; but procured ad million. 
The fortifications are very neat and regular; 
but not calculated for an extraordinary de- 
fence. The houfes are low, but the ftreets 
clean ; and within "the walls is an ancient pa- 
lace* belonging to the Duke, which is rather 
convenient than grand ; but it has feveral 
apartments well furnifhed, and two fmall gal- 
leries of pictures. In the city are a good 
arienal and a library, which laft our Author 
declined feeing, from the opinion, that the 
fimple view of libraries, without examining 
their contents, is a more barren entertain- 
ment, than furveying the iky without think- 
ing of him who made it. 

The next day he travelled along a pleafant 
road to Brunfwic, the walls of which are lofty, 
and the fortifications very coniiderable. This 
is the refidence of the Duke of Wolfenbuttd : 
his Majefty the King of Great Britain \* * 
hnach of ihat family, and takes tta v^te °^ 
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Duke of Brtm/nvic. The Duke's forces in 
time of peace are eftimated at 1 3,000 men ; 
and yet the revenues of the country are faid 
not to exceed a million and a half of dollars, 
or 262,000/. Thefe troops are clean, and 
cloathed much after the PruJJian manner ; bul 
their arms are lighter, and their exercife not 
fo exalt. ' In the arfenal of the city are about 
iixty pieces of brafs cannon, feveral cohorni 
and mortars, and ten pieces of large battering 
cannon of an enormous iize, and a great quan- 
tity of fmall arms. On the ramparts is a brafi 
mortar-piece made in 141 1, which is ten feet 
fix inches long, and nine feet two inches in 
diameter. Jt requires 52 pounds of powder, 
and will carry a ball of 730 pounds weight to 
the diftance of 33,000 paces, and throw a 
bomb of 1000 pounds weight. Here are fe- 
veral churches, one of them is a very ancienl 
gothic ftruclure, the cieling of which is orna- 
mented with twenty large paintings, repre- 
feriting the Prophets of the Old Teftameia ii 
the clouds of Heaven, which give the edifia 
a very folemn air. - The high altar is of marble, 
adorned with the ftatues of the four Evangeliits 
. and fupported below by Mo/es and Aaron. 
This branch of the houfe of Brunjune 1 
very numerous, confifting of near thirty per 
fons. People of diftindion feldom leave thi 
court without being extremely well fatisfie< 
with their reception, and in particular, Engfy 
noblemen are well received when they occa 
fionally pafs that way. The Duke feems mor 
fond of feafe and happint&» x.Va\x q£ \ta $arad 
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©f life. He generally appears in his coach with 
three other perfons of his family. His livery 
is yellow laced with a blue filk and filver 
galoon ; behind his coach are ufually four 
footmen ; two pages in blue cloth laced with 
filver run by its fides, and a (ingle fervant in 
livery rides before to clear the way. 

His palace of Saltzdahlen is fituated above 
a German mile from Brunf-wk, in a very mean 
village ; but is worthy of being feen. The 
freatcft part of the edifice is of timber, and 
the rooms are moflly lined with painted cloth, 
which gives them an air of grandeur at a fmali 
expence. Our Author here obferved the mag- 
nificence of a fovereign Prince retrained by 
a parfimonious regard to fmall revenues, and 
to the neceftary mpport of a family and an 
army. The garden . is in no bad tafte ; but 
the ftatues are very mean. The gallery of 
pictures is a noble apartment, and contains 
many capital pieces done by the greatefl 
mailers. The left wing is furnifhed in a gro- 
tesque tafte with China porcelain, ranged in 
an agreeable manner; another is filled with 
painted enamelled ware, great part of which 
is faid to be done by Raphael of Urbino, when 
he was enamoured of the potter's daughter. 
Among the pictures are" feveral curious ori- 
ginals : thofe that moil (truck our Au- 
thor, were Adam and Eve viewing Abel after 
his death, and pulling open his eyes ; this 
piece is by St rude L Abraham embracing his 
fon after the trial which God had v&ta, *fc 
his faith ; piety and joy here fcwn XO wote*^ 
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with each other, while his looks expre 
raphic adoration : this piece is by 
Ptter dcllv*ied from pnfon by the An 
Stftnlak : yuJith and her attendant, 
worn a n t holding: Hcl!ifer>us *s h cad j a it < 
the face appearing with fame ftgos c 
Spinnia) by Rut t *i : the fame as Rcm&rti 
wife aod three children, in one piece, r. 
felf : Ctphalis and iVw//, a very fine 
the AfccEsiinn.by Ftm^ermen t which is i 
deemed \ £ru7rXiV\ and his two mi: 
Prince Ettgene ; the marriage of two Ho 
the young man and woman looking ten 
ench other, while the parents are atte, 
the notary who draws up the artich s. 

The d ut thy of Bffltjkvit carries on 
of feme confequence with Bulimia. Th 
try abounds in hops, that are efteer 
beft in Germany ; and has alfo great p[ 
turnips* of the feed of which they make g 

On Mr. Ifawwafj approaching the 
HMnWf it appeared at the di fiance o 
German mile, as if it flood in the mi< 
wood. The King was then at Gbverd, 
ing palace twenty-eight German mile 
that city ; and it h faid that twelve 1 
perfons may be accommodated in that 
The woods are cut into viftas, and art 
tenfive that the trees, which had been 
in a late llorm, though computed at \ 
could hardly be miffed, 

Htm&vtr is in many refpeOs a pleafa 

and though it does not equal Berlin am 

dm, may be efUemed elegant. \x. \* % 
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by the Leina, which is a branch of the Aller* 
that runs into the IVefer, and has confequently 
a communication with Bremen ; but it has no 
trade worth mentioning. The fortifications 
are not formidable, but the walks round them 
arc very agreeable. 

The palace is fituated on the banks of the 
leinay and having fufFered greatly by a fire, 
a confiderable part of it had been rebuilt. It 
lias feveral courts, and the rooms are grand and 
commodious : this palace is mod diiHnguifhed 
by many of the rooms being hung with very 
rich tapeftry. The opera houfe, and the thea- 
tre for the French comedians are both within 
the palace, and though antient, are commo- 
dious. The whole is rather rich, decent and 
elegant, than very fylcndid. The guard is 
always mounted, and an open table kept, even 
when the King is not in his electoral domi- 
nions, at which time the adminiitration, com- 
pofed of a council of Hate, is conducted with 
the utmoft dignity. During the whole winter 
a play is exhibited, and a concert performed . 
twice a week ; when the courtiers, without 
exception, take place according to their mili- 
tary rank. The King's flables are magnifi- 
cent; and befides his riding horfes, which 
were then abferit, they contained thirteen 
complete fets of coach horfes, the moil beau- 
tiful of their kind. 

The King's forces in the electorate in time 
of peace arc faid tc*^>e twenty-four thoufand, 
and the revenues of the electorate zxz *foc>v£. 
four millions of ;dollars, or 700,000 1. ^ wk- 
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fiderable part of which arifes from th 
mines. The number of inhabitants 
city of Hanover hadly exceeds 50,000 
]\ But nothing excites the curioiity of 

# lers like th« palace of Herenbaufcu, i 

* about two Englijh miles to the north 
$ city. The way to it is through an ag 
\ avenue of trees, but the road is Tandy. 

f ever, Mr. Han-way obferves* that he di 

g know whether he was more mortified 

2 prized to find that the building fell vait 

of his expectations ; for tho' m Englar. 
faid, our hofpitals are palaces, and our 
more proper for hofpitals, yet he had co 
the opinion that this palace, fo muct 
of, was indeed grand, and worthy of 1 
jefty. It was built in the year 1670, 
neft Augufius the King's grandfather : th 
eft part of it is of wood, and the apa 
in general rather give the idea of a h 
cient manlion houfe belonging to a 
gentleman in England, than of the pala 
great monarch : but it has rich furnit 
tome good pi&ures. The garden how 
juflly worthy of admiration. Mr. 
had feen none in Germany comparabl 
though it wants thofe exquifite chari 
that enchanting variety, capable of bei 
duced by an inequality of ground, 
we have numerous proofs in Great 
One fide of the garden has a narrow 
water above a quarter #f a mile in 
The walks, which are wide and fpaci 
fikoHly laid with gravel. The garden is 
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into large fquares and bafons, and in the in- 
termediate fpaces are lofty groves and or- 
chards ; the whole has a grand effect, but in 
our Author's opinion, is not very rural. The • 
ffotues, which are moftly of Hone, do not 
appear to be of the firft rank ; but the jet d'eau 
erected in 1716 by Mr. •Benfon, perhaps ex- 
ceeds any thing of the kind in the whole world : 
it throws the water feventy feet high. Here 
alfo, according to the German tafte, is a fylvan 
theatre, on which are fometimes exhibited 
plays and mafquerades : this theatre is adorned 
with ftatues, and occafionally illuminated in a 
grand tafte. 

CHAP. XVI. 

Our Author proceeds to Zell, and from thence to 
Hamburg and Bremen, which are defcribed* 
Hi arrives at Amfterdam : a Defer iption of 
that City, and of the Manners of the Dutch : 
and alfo of Haerlem,- Leyden, the Hague, 
Dort, Rotterdam and Helvoet, where Mr. 
Han way embarks for England, and lands at 
Harwich. 

ON the 15th of September Mr. Hanwayleft 
Hanover* and proceeded to ZelL The 
■ chief production of the country near the road 
[ is turf, . which ferves as fuel for the neighbour- 
ing inhabitants. In feveral places he oW&\n^& 
about three feet from the furface o£ iJel* «w>fc*.» 
Vol, XV. G ^« 
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the remains of ancient buildings, which tfa 
common people fooliihly think have remained 
there ever fince the deluge. 

Ze/I, which is fubject to the houfe of Hans- 
«iw, is a con fide rable fortified place. The 
palace alfo is fortified by a wall and a moit, 
and being fituated on an eminence, commands 
an ex ten live profpect. Here are four Luther a* 
churches, one French, and one Dutch reformed 
church, and one for the Roman catholics. The 
houfes are moitly mean, and built of wood. 
The town has a fmall trade with Bremen by 
means of the river Aller. 

From thence our Author travelled four 
German miles to IVetJfendorf the greateft part 
of the way appearing like a defart, with only 
three or four mean villages ; but there are 
flocks of fheep, and a little corn. This elec- 
torate fupplies the greateft part of Germany 
with mutton, as Brandenburg and Wejlpbah* 
produces hogs, and Hungary beef; but as each 
of thefe countries produces corn enough for 
its own confumption, the trade in that article 
of commerce is very fmall. On the 17th 
he reached Hamburg. *. The banks of the Elbe 
below that city, are in fome places very high# 
and exhibit a delightful view of feveral fmall 
iflands in the middle of the river, which is 
five or fix Englijh miles over. It is very un- 
lucky for travellers who are difpofed to enter- 
tain a good opinion of the electorate of Hano- 
ver, that the road from the metropolis crofs 
the country to the Elbe* in the way to Ham- 
J/o-rhas fa barren awl detbUte aa appearance. 
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The diftridts of Zeli and Lunenburg are by no 
means fcenes of pleafure ; but at fome diflance 
from the road in Hanover, 'tis laid the lands 
are fertile and well peopled. 

Hamburgh is a Han fc- town of the great eft 
importance of any in Europe ; for its fituation 
for trade, and the reputation of its laws, have 
long furnifhed it with opulent inhabitant*. 
It ftands in the dutchy of Holftein on the north 
fide of the Elbe, where that river forms many 
Wands, and fome part of the town is fo low, 
that the inhabitants are much incommoded by 
the overflowing of the water, when there are 
high tides, and north- weft winds. The houfes 
are ftrong and lofty, and many of them ex- 
tremely neat ; but moil of the ftreets are fo 
narrow as hardly to fuffer wheel-carriages to 
pafs each other : their coachmen are, however, 
remarkably dexterous. Indeed feventy years 
ago coaches were hardly known among them ; 
hut they are now very common. There are 
alio many fpacious ftreets ; but thefe lying 
higher, and more detached from the water, 
are not fo much frequented by wealthy mer- 
chants. 

This place is, with refpeft to Germany, what 
Amfterdum is to Europe, a magazine of the dif- 
ferent produce and merchandize of the trading 
world. Many of the houfes are built on the 
very edge of the canals, fo that (hips may 
unload into their warehoufes. The number 
°f veflels of considerable burthen belonging to 
the town is computed at four hundred, of 
which thirty of the principal are employed v& 
G 2 \Vt 
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the trade to and from London. The Britij 
factory there is poffeiTed of as diftihguifhe 
privileges, as any body of foreigners enjoy i 
any part of the commercial world. 

The fortifications of the town on the Ian 
fide are confidered as very ftrong. The walk 
round the ramparts extend about four Englij 
miles, and in moft parts are very pleafant. O 
the eaft fide is a large piece of water forme 
by a fmall river called the Alfter, within tl 
walls, on which the town's people amufe then 
felves in the fummer, by rowing about it, a' 
tended by bands of muficians. The citizei 
have alfo feveral gardens on the banks of tl 
Elbe and the Alfter, fbme of which are agrtt 
able ; but being moftly in the Dutch taifce, th< 
are very fmall, but kept in exquifite order, i 
as to appear rather like a puppet- fhew, than 
rural fcenc. 

The city is divided into five parifhes, i 
which are five capital churches. The Luth 
ran is the eftablifhed religion ; but there 
not a toleration as in London and Amfterdam 
the Roman catholics are obje&s of great jet 
loufy ; but> the Jews, who fupport tnemfelvt 
by commerce and brokerage, are indulged. 

The government of the city is compofed < 
four burgomaflers, twenty-four fenators, foui 
teen of whom are chofen from among the mej 
chants, and ten bred to the ftudy of the law 
there are alfo four findics or lawyers, who ai 
as fecretaries. of flate, and under thefe ai 
four real fecretaries: befides thefe, each c 
tie parifhes has three officers in the nature < 
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<fte tribunes of the people among the ancient 
Romans, and nothing of moment is refolved on 
by the fenate without their concurrence. The 
number of inhabitants may be reckoned at 
181,000, and the fuburbs and adjacent villages 
contain half as many more. The manufactures 
of this place, except baking fugar, and print- 
ing calicoes, are very inconsiderable. 

The better fort of people are extremely 
affable, moft of them having travelled; but 
the women are very referved : they generally 
go vailed with black filk, but when they 
Aave reafon to entertain a favourable opinion 
of their own beauty, they wear them fo as not 
lo hide their fates. There is here no ap- 
pearance of ftate and grandeur, their chief 
purfuit being trade. As there are no marks 
of regal authority to create a due fubordina- 
tion, the eafy circumftances of the greateft 
part of the inhabitants have introduced' a fpe- 
cies of wfolence peculiar to a republican flate, 
and the common people tread ck>fe upon the 
heels of thofe of higher rank : it is oblervable, 
that they have here introduced the cuftom of 
giving money to ferva«ts, and thus, as in 
tome other countries, the domeftic obligations 
of fociety are con-verted into acts of venality. 

On the 30th of September our Author left. 
Hamburg and arrived at Blankenefs, which is two 
ftiort German miles from that city, through a 
delightful road on the banks of the Elbe, 
which gives a fine and cxtenfive view of part 
of the Hanoverian dominions ot\ t\vfc vi**a«» ^^^ 
of the- Damfe territories in Holfttin <y& \K\* «*& 

g 3 
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of that river. There is no ftage f 

Lories. The ferry is very fmall for 

carriage, and the rufticity of the Dan 

is apt to create vexations ; they very i 

Jy flaying on fhore to decide, by s 

game, who (hall attend the pafleng< 

breadth of the river here is about a 

mile ; and near the fame diftance up 

is Crantz, a mean village in the Hanoi 

minions. At this place there being 

the peafants are obliged to find horie 

fengers at a certain rate. Crantz. 

mean place, though it extends a 

EngUJh miles. It is built on the 

high bank, intended to refill the ov 

of the Elbe, which fometimes happe 

country abounds in meadow and con 

On the firfl of Oaobcr Mr. Hanwc 

his journey to Clcfter-fe<ven through s 

rent road. The country is but th 

bited. From thence is three Germa 

ijtterjberg, through a fandy country 

he approached towards Bremen, he 

milch impio\ed. Within an Engh 

Bremen, he took notice of three J 

which were the arms of the Brit{ 

thefe ferve to mark out the boundai 

Hcnvvcrian dominions. 

Bremen is fituated on a plain on 
the jiver Wefer, over which it has 
The dutchy in which it ftands forme: 
ed to the Swedes ; but being conquc 
Danes, they fold it to the Elector of 
j? 16; yet enly a fma\\ quamx of 
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in which (lands a church called the Dome, is 
fubjed to that electorate. The reft, with its 
territories, is free, and under its own laws and 
magillrates. Thefe are four burgomafters, and 
twenty-four ffenators, chofen out of the citizens 
who profefs Calvemfm, which is the eflablifh- 
ed religion ; and they have five churches for 
the citizens of that perfuafion. The inhabi- 
tants are fuppofed to amount to 30,000 ; and 
one would imagine that they are extremely 
pious, soli deo gloria, or Glory to God alone i 
being in large characters over their doors and 
windows, within doors and without. 

Moft of the flreets are narrow ; but many 
houfes make a good appearance, and the (hops 
are well flocked with merchandize. The city 
has a town-houfe, an exchange, and water- 
works, by which it is fupplied from the river. 
In the market-place is the figure of a Giant 
fourteen feet high cloathed in armour, faid to 
rcprefent a General named Rowland or Royland, 
who they fay faved the city when it was in the 
utmoft danger from the Swedes. But what is 
moil remarkable, is the great Dome, where 
the worfhip is performed after tire Lutheran 
manner, the people of this perfuafion being 
almofl as numerous as thofe of the eftablifhed 
religion. It is an antient gothic ftruc- 
tuie, reputed to be about 600 hundred years 
old, and under it is a vault in which are the 
bodies of feveral perfons faid to be depofited in 
it 1 50 years before our Author was there, and 
had been difcovered 40 years before xtax vuc^ 
to he entire. The linen in wK\0\ <keN ««■ 
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drefled, is as light as tinder : their (kins loo 
black and parched, but their features ai 
diftinguifhable : they are extremely light, ac 
the cohefion of the parts are entire. Tl 
vault, which is about fix feet below the fu 
face of the earth, and vaulted eight or nil 
feet high, appears to have nothing extraord 
nary, except that the air feems temperate, ai 
the walls perfectly dry. A dead cat that w 
accidentally thrown in through the window 
was preferved as well as the human bodk 
The vault is not fuffered to be cleaned, fro 
the idle opinion that it may lofe its virtu 
Several perfons have offered confiderable fui 
to have their bodies depofited there, to whi 
the priefts object, alledging the fen te nee 
God, That man Jball return to duft. Howevc 
it is probable that the magi Urates do notchi 
to indulge thefe perfons, as the Lutheran is fl 
the efiabhflied church. 

From Bremen is a long caufeway, the count 
being often covered with water. About a m 
from the town, Mr. Han-way re-entered t 
Hanoverian dominions, and after a journey 
three long German miles, he arrived at Wila 
haufen, a principal town, and the refidence 
the Great Bailiff* of the diftricl, of which th< 
are twenty- five ia the Hanoverian territories. 

From thence he travelled to Ha£hlime> 
pretty agreeable town belonging to the Elecl 
of Cologne. Poverty and fu petition here p; 
vail, and there are crucifixes greeted on aim 
cvtry hilloc. He then came to Lingen in t 
circle of JFeJtphalia* Tk\* tswtt \* faV*ve& 
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the King of Pru£ta> and has a fmall fortifica- 
tion. The breadth of the ftreets and regula- 
rity of the houfes give the traveller a finking 
idea of that good order for which the PruJJians 
are fo much diftinguifhed. This town former- 
ly belonged to William III. King of England, 
and on his death devolved to the houfe of 
Brandenburg, 

On the 4th of October, our Author approach- 
ing the dominions of the United Provinces* ar- 
rived at Northern f where the women appeared 
to be almofl blinded with the fmoke arifing 
from the turf, which they have here in great 
abundance,- that part of the country producing 
farce any thiag elfe. The heaths preferved 
for the production of this fuel arc larger than 
is generally imagined, confidering the fmall 
extent of the dominion* of the dates ; but ex- 
cept thefe, the hand of induftry appears in a 
very remarkable degree : the inclofure of mea- 
dows, corn land, and kitchen-gardens, plan- 
tations of trees, and banks which are thrown 
«p for roads, demon ft rate the labour of the 
peafarit, and at the fame time afford an agree- 
able profpecl. Their cows are red, and con- 
fbtute their principal riches, by the great 
quantity of butter and cheefe they produce. 
The little towns he now pafTed through, be- 
gan to exhibit that cleanlinefs for which the 
Hollanders are fo much diftinguifhed. The 
Marriages of this country are performed with 
a humourous folemnity : pillars and feftoons 
tf verdure, adorned witjb garlands and flowers 

ax* 



are prepared for the decorations of a 
ftaft at the houfes of the parties. 

From Northorn he came to Da<venter, 
city in the province of Q<very£ih for 
jj ians-town ; but now fubjedl to the Sta 

ftands on the river YJfeU which bears v 
burthen. There is a large wooden bri< 
it, which fubjects the paflenger to i 
toil. This river runs into the Zuyder S, 
town is well fortified, and has a icronj 
fon ; the ftreets and houfes are neat, 
(hops well fupplied with manufa&un 
other necefiaries. It hat a good inland 
but no manufactories. 

From' hence is a regular poft four 
miles, to Voortbufen: The foil of the 
is various. Near the midway is Loo, a 
feat of the Prince of Orange*. Voorthi 
mean village, and the country has no 
ble afpect. He thence proceeded to 
fort two German miles ; the firft of v» 
through a fandy country, where then 
little cultivated land, or appearance of 
habitants ;'but towards 0<velach the com 
pears worthy of the reputation it has 
world : here are large plantations of i 
for the produce of which the land is 
up in ridges two feet high. The confu 
of this article in the United Provinces 
eonfiderable. 

Anursfort is an ancient and confiderab 
in the province of Utrecht* 6n the fma 
Eemsy which runs into the Zuyder Sea. 
i$ & very large church that has an e; 
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ifot of chimes. The houfes and ftreets are re- 
markably clean ; but the manners of the peo- 
ple, are far from being equally delicate. They 
lhew their rufticity in an apparent contempt of 
Grangers. This town is fupported by hufban- 
dry, and has a coniiderable trade in tobacco 
of its own growth. Many of the people wear 
wooden (hoes, which are moft convenient, for 
their brick floors and inceflant warning. 

From Amcrsfort Mr. Hawway departed for 
Naarden, which is about two German miles dif- 
tant. Here turnpikes are very numerous, and 
paflengers are made to pay regularly in many 
places wh^re there is no fence. About tw* 
Engiijh miles from Amersfort is Soefdyke, a pa- 
lace belonging to the Prince of Orange^ that 
has a park faid to be eight Engiijh miles in cir- 
cumference. Being impatient to reach Amfter- 
dam y he declined vifiting Utrecht remarkable 
for a treaty that nas blotted the annals of Eng- 
Und 9 and aggrandized the houfe of Bourbon : 
bat it is faid to be one of the moft agreeable 
places, and as worthy the attention of a tra- 
veller as any in the United Provinces, 

The road to Naarden paiTes through regular 
plantations of trees, and the country is weti 
cultivated and inhabited. This is the bounda- 
ry of the province of Holland, and is fituated 
joear the Zuyder Sea, The fortifications are conii- 
derable, being partly compofed of a broad dou- 
ble moat filled from the lea. From hence to 
Amfterdani is reckoned two German miles : the 
whole country confifts of paftures and gard^v* 
jthat appear below the furface of tk* fe*> \S «*»• 
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may judge from the hulls of (hips on the wa- 
ter. The road on the banks of the canals is 
made with great coft ; and in the avenue to Am- 
Jterdam is a caufeway, which has fmall villages 
and gardens belonging to the citizens on each 
fide, that greatly beautify the face of this ar- 
tificial country. The gates of Amfterdam art 
fhut at fix in the evening) but are opened te 
pa/fengers till ten for a ftiver each perfon. 

The wonderful city of Amfterdam, as well as 
many other towns of the Netherlands* is a work 
of art and labour not inferior to the greateft 
monuments of human induftry in paft ages. 
It is fituated about 220 Englijh miles from 
London, and derives its name from the river 
Amftcl ; it being formerly called Amfteldam* or 
the dam of the Amftel, which is the name ge- 
nerally given to it in authentic records. Oar 
Author obferves, that it was then reckoned 
about 400 years from its firft beginning, and 
270 from its being enelofed with walls. In 
1570 the Dutch began to lay the foundation of 
their wealth and naval ftrength. About twenty 
years befi^e that time, they embraced the doc- 
trines of Calvin, and being provoked by the 
oppreffive meafures of Romijh bigotry, they 
fiiook off the Spanijh yoke. The Spaniards ex- 
erted themfelves upon this occafion, from reli- 
gious, as well as political motives ; but they 
were unable to render that confederacy abor- 
tive, which at length united the Seven Provin- 
ces, and formed a powerful republic. 

About the year 1600 the love of liberty and 
gala caufed fuch a conflux of people thither, 



through Russia into Persia 73 

that the walls were extended, and fince that 
time they have been farther enlarged, fo that 
they are now about three leagues in circum- 
ference. The city is generally efteemed near 
One third as populace as London and Paris. 
Within the walls are reckoned 26,500 houfes, 
and about 240,000 inhabitants, hiefides thofe 
in the fuburbs which are fmall. The greateft 
ftrength of the place is in the difficulty of ac- 
cefs both by fea and land ; but the numerous 
fhoals that render the entrance of the Texel dif- 
ficult, have not obftru&ed the progrefs of com* 
merce. One remarkable proof of oeconomy is 
obvious in the fortifications of the city ; for 
the bafHons, which are very numerous, have 
each a windmill. 

Moft of the ftreets are extremely clean ; but 
except thofe that have canals, they are much 
too narrow. However, they are rendered lefs 
incommodious by the hired coaches being fet 
on fledges drawn by one horfe. Merchandize 
is alfo drawn on fledges which are not only 
the moft convenient vehicles for the inhabi- 
tants and their trade ; but are calculated to 
preferve the houfes, which being built on piles, 
might in time be damaged in their foundati- 
ons, by having a great number of wheel-car- 
riages. Gentlemen's coaches are hoVever, for 
the mofl part fet on wheels, but for this liberty 
they pay a confiderable tax. The principal 
ftreets, or rather quays of the canals, are agree- 
ably planted on each fide with trees ; but the 
canals fometimes fmell very offenfwcly. TVs. 
houfes are rather neat than electa or wca 

Vol. XV. H tao&oxx^ 



modious : the nature of the climate rent 1 

neceilary to wain them often : but the gi 

part of the people carry this kind of clear 

fo far as jhardly to afford themfelves tin 

the neceflary care of their perfons. Tr 

trance of the houfes is generally by Heps, 

rife four or five feet from the ground, ai 

paflage into the rooms, which runs very 

is floored and pannelled with marble, 

has an air of grandure in miniature. 

have much neat, and fome rich fori 

which feems rather occafioned by an a 

cuftom of neatnefs and elegance, than i 

fedt of a luxurious and expensive tafle. 

Of all the buildings in Amfterdam the 

houfe is the moft diiunguifhed. It is 28 

in front, 232 deep, and 116 high, ex 

of the cupola. It coft three millions of 

ders, or three hundred thoufand pound 

ling, when money was more valuable th 

now, which will be Jefs furpriiing, if w 

fider that it is founded upon thirteen th 

large piles. This is a very grand and 

building, and yet is neither elegant nor 

able. It contains the offices and tribnm 

the execution of the laws in the feveral 

ches of the military, as well as civil goverj 

It is very obfervable that die entrance < 

building is very mean ; but had the do© 

proportioned to the reft of the edifice 

would have been more fubjeft to be 

" upon occafion of thofe tumultuous alTem 

the people, that are not unfrequent : 

country. The ftacUhoufe is guarded 
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tight bv a body of die burghers, who are thus 
barged with the care of the great refervoir of 
he wealth of the United Provinces. In the lower 
partments is the bank, in which is faid to be 
lepofited immenfe fums. 

The exchange is two hundred and fifty feet 
ong, and a hundred and forty broad ; but it is 
nuch inferior in architecture and embellifh- 
aem to that of London. It is fupported by 
forty fix pillars which are marked with num- 
bers, and the merchants take their Hands near 
particular pillars to be the more eafily found. 
« he city is guarded by a militia of the bur- 
ners. 

The eftablimed religion is that of Ca/vi- 
*i/m f for which there are eleven churches for 
the Dutch, one for the Englijb, two for the 
Germans, and two for the French ; but the Ro- 
nton Catholics are faid to have near thirty pla- 
ces of worfhip. Befides thefe there are Lutbt- 
r *ns and Baptifts : the Jews are alfo numerous, 
*fid have- their fynagogues as in London ; but 
Bone of thefe religions, except the Cal*vim/rs>*r* 
allowed the ufe of bells ; and the States invali- 
date all marriages not performed according to 
the rites of the eftablimed church, unlefs the 
parties firft engage themfelves in form before 
lie civil magiftrate, and then they may per- 
brm the ceremony according to their refpective 
tligions. 

Mr. Hamnay palling over the T, (which is 
life called the J*, J to Sardam, had an oppor- 
nnity of obferving the immenfe labour <tatA. 
rf the means of windmills. Here, &ef *** 
H 2 xxb&kx 
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timber at a very eafy rate ; and he obferved in 
one of thefe a tree eight or nine inches in dia- 
meter, fawed into thirty-fix boards, with great 
exattnefs. This occafions their building (hips 
cheaper than in other parts. They here grind 
woods and other materials for dying, make 
gunpowder and paper, of which here are the 
bell manufactories in Holland. Thefe mills 
aTe likewife employed in many other ufes. 
This work is performed by very few hands, 
and the women are employed as well as the 
men ; which gives a lively idea of that indufby 
and oeconomy from which the United Provinces 
have derived their wealth. Many of thefe 
windmills are erecled at a great expence, from 
their being built on ground that is little better 
than a marfh. 

With refpeel to their dykes, the Dutch ha'vtt 
lately made great improvements : they now 
line many of their mores with large Hones, 
The dyke to the Zuyder Sea is railed about 
fixteen feet perpendicular, and goes off upon 
an eafy flope. The Hones are here regularly 
laid, and form an excellent defence againft 
the water : but the dykes toward the north fea 
are faid to be more lofty, and not to be fup- 
ported but with piles at a great expence. 

The neighbourhood of a dreadful vulcano 
cannot render the fituation of the inhabitants 
more precarious than that of the Dutch is from 
the nature of their country. In fpite of their 
great (kill and induftry, the ocean has often 
pad its bounds, and exhibited a lively picture 
of the general deluge. In 1530 a great part 
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of Zealand wns overflow 'd. In the fame cen- 
tury feventy two villages on the coafts of Hol- 
land and Friezland were fwallowed up, and 
near 20,000 people perilhed ; and in 1665 an in- 
undation broke down the dyke of Muydenburg 
and laid the whole country round Naarden and 
many places in the province of Utrecht under 
water. The dyke between Amfierdam and Ha~ 
erlem and many others were alfo broke : but the 
calamity was no fooner over, than the inhabi- 
bitants, in a great meafure, repaired the da- 

Amfierdam is a prodigious magazine of corn, 
wine, timber, and many other commodities 
imported from abroad ; while the inhabitants 
excel in fugar-baking, dying, bleaching of 
linen and wax, manufacturing of paper, fail- 
cloth, and no inconfiderable. quantity of filk 
and wool. Their herring and 'whale fifheries 
produce immenfe riches, and their Eaft India 
trade is of the higheft importance to them both 
in Europe and Afta> the article of fpices alone 
is a mine of gold, which they have preferved 
with more care and affiduity than if it were re- 
ally fuch. 

With refpeft to balance of trade between 
Great Britain and the United Provinces > thelin- 
nens, flax, fail-cloth, haberdafhery goods, ju- 
niper-berries, &c. which this nation take of the 
Dutch, greatly exceed in value the tobacco, 
coals, lead, and tin, they take of the Britijh 
fubjecls. 

Though there are many Hollanders wltoxjecss^ 
judicioulJy, and in fomerefpecX*\\\*^^^^1'» 
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the common people are extremely boorifh. 
Author obferves, that he has feen a boatm 
a great city, ftrut up and down a room 
his hat on, his hands on his hips, and, w 
carelefs air of infolence, fpit at the feet 
gentleman who was treating him with civi 
and giving him an opportunity of getti 
guinea for an inconfiderable fervice. 
they miftake for liberty, while their knowl 
is confined to the common means of gain, 
the gratifications of the calls of nature. Ch 
beer, geneva, brandy, and tobacco are the 
that ieem to crown the labours of the con 
people ; but in their cups they are apt to 
cruelty with their rufticity. 

Conitant employment, coldnefs of com] 
ion, and perhaps the nature of their food, 
contribute to .their being but little addict 
love. The women who are not of high 1 
adorn their heads with gold -lace, and oth 
the like ornaments, but with more frog 
than is generally pra&ifed in Germany. 
cept a few court ladies, they have not i 
tatte or delicacy in their manners. Some 
good complexions ; but there are few beaut 
their teeth are in general bad, and mod of 
children are fickly till the age of eight 01 
The women in this country ieldom breed 
they are thirty ; and as the men are rem; 
bJe for wearing many breeches, the wom< 
cold weather uf^ pots with live coals of i 
or turf fet into boxes bored full of holes, 
pat under the petticoats : this is not onl; 
to make them old from the ^*m& Awton 
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before the time ordained by nature, bat the 
fmell of the coals is offenfive. Thus there is 
a proverbial faying, that " the dirtieft piece of 
" furniture in the houfe of a Dutchman is his 
« wife." 

The revenues of Amfterdam are reputed to be 
one fourth of what is paid by the Seven Provin- 
ces : they generally calculate two millions of 
people in die United Provinces, and two milli- 
ons fteriing at the lowed computation, are an * 
Anally paid in taxes. 

On the 16th of OQeber, Mr. Hanway took 
his leave of Amfterdam, and embarking at Ha* 
trim gate, took the roof or cabin of the Treck- 
fcoot : thefe ftaee boats are extremely commo- 
dious, as they let out at ftated hours, and per- 
form their parage at a certain time almoft to 
a annate. The Haerlem canal is bounded by 
meadow lands, flocked with horned cattle : 
but (here are not many houfes near the banks. 
In two hours and a half he reached Haerlem, a 
confiderable town remarkable for its cleannefs ; 
though its fortification* are in fome parts only 
a brick wall. Here are twelve churches of 
which only four are of the eftablifhed religion. 
A little to the fouth of this city is Haerlem 
Meer, which is a large lake ; but it abounding 
in fhallows, and being much expofed to the 
wind, , the canal is much preferable for the 
commerce with Amfterdam. 

Mr. Hanway having made a fhort flay at 
Haerlem, he embarked for Ley den. The banks 
of the canal to the laft mentioned ctoj -ax*, 
higher than thofe of Hotrkm* "ft*ie, tat ww* 
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arc covered with body cloaths, from the 
nion that by keeping their backs warm, 
give a greater quantity of milk ; and the 
is diverufied by feveral country houfes, ] 
tations of trees, and agreeable walks, 
diflance to Leyden is fifteen Englijb miles, 
lie was exactly four hours on the way. 
place is well known for its univerfity, v 
has fludents from all parts of Europe. Th< 
is neat and agreeable, and the gardens atx 
extremely fruitful ; but as moil other j 
in the United Provinces have too much w 
this has not enough, nor has it fuch a 
munication with the fea as to afford a p: 
motion by tides to keep the water fweet. 
From Leyden our Author went in three 1 
to the Hague, which having no inclofui 
called a village. The flreets are broad ; 
ral of them are without canals, and the h 
for the moft part are extremely well built, 
number of coaches belonging to the nobl 
and gentlemen, and the gay appearan 
point of drefs, give a very different idea c 
from that of the trading cities. People 
are more polite and eafy in their behav 
than in other parts of Holland; the moft < 
derable perfons in Europe meeting there, a; 
as the affembly of the States General, v 
alfo draws thither the greatefl part of the 
pie of the firft diftindtion in the United Pr 
as. Indeed the Hague may be con fide re 
ther as a great city, or as a rural fcene 
environs with which it is immediately inc 
being, extremely delightful, while as is 
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ternary in great cities, they have plays and 
other amufeknents, and at fome diftance a gar* 
den in imitation of VauxhalL There are, how- 
ever, only two churches of any confequence. 

On the 2zd of OSoher Mr. Han-way left the 
Hague and went to Delft, a very ancient and 
pleafant town forrounded by flat meadow-lands 
of confiderable extent. This town, which is 
well kndwn for its earthen-ware, is well peo- 
pled, the inhabitants being computed at above 

20,000. 

Our Author went from thence to Rotterdam* 
which is hardly fcjven EngUJh miles diftant, and 
mayjuftly be efteemed the next in rank loAm- 
fitrdam. Indeed it has feveral advantages a- 
oove that city, particularly with refpeft to the 
Jouthern trade of Europe : befides, the naviga- 
tion of the Maefe, is more fafe and commodi- 
ous than that of the Texel, and the air and wa- 
ier are better. The canals here being broad 
and deep, exhibit the view of a flourifhing trade 
by conveying (hips of burthen into the heart of 
the city. Among other public buildings is a 
very good exchange for the ufe of the mer- 
chants : but the moil remarkable edifice is the 
great church of St. Lawrence, in which are the 
monuments of feveral perfons of diftindtion, 
particularly of their molt celebrated fea officers: 
on the great bridge is the ftatue of Erafmws. 
There are in this city great magazines of Eaft 
India goods, this city having a fhare of that 
trade. The Britijh factory is very confidera- 
ble, and is moftly compofedof North Britons of 
the kirk of Scotland, who have a ctvvitciv taxt. 
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During the war in Flanders under tl 
Duke of Marlborough, an epifcopal chi 
built by the contribution of the EngHJb 
merchants and mariners, and is faid l 
only regular epifcopal church coun 
and eftablifhcd, belonging to Britijb 
out of the dominions of Great Britain. 

On-the 27th Mr. Hamvaj went d 
Mar/e in a yacht to Halvoet Slips, the { 
whence the Harwich packet fets out 
nefdays and Sundays. Though this is c 
bcft harbours in the United Provinces 
town is very inconfiderable, it havi 
three fmall fbeets and a quay which i 
fiderable extent, and borders a greai 
the harbour. From this place may be 
ifland of Goree to the fbuth, and Zeala 
north. 

Mr. Hanway had here the pleafure 1 
fmall fquadron with four yachts, belo 
the crown of Great Britain, under the < 
of Lord An/on, his Britannic Majefty 
pe&ed to embark in his return from 
in a few days : a fight which gave 
more pleafure, as he had not feen a B 
of war for near eight years before, 
barked on board die packet foon aftt 
rival, and landed at Harwich oa the 
terja pafiage of 24 hours* 
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CHAP. I. 

The Author fits out on his Travels, an d Jails 
through /£/ThracianBofphorus into theEwdnc 
tr Black Sea : be touches at CafFa, Donflow, 
and Cape Cuodos ; gives a Defcription of the 
Country of the Circaffian Tartars, and thence 
froceeds to Ifgaour. An Account of the Manners, 
Cuftoms, and Religion of the Mingrelians, or 
ancient Colchians : of the Principality of 
Guriel, and the Kingdom of Imerctta. 

I Left Paris on the 17th of Auguft 167 1, 
to return to Perfia, where the late King 
had by letters patent made me his merchant, 
*nd ordered me to procure many jewels of 
value, his Majeity having drawn with his own 

t This k a new translation from the original 
French. 
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hand, the models by which he woul< 
them fet. Mr. Raijin, a gentleman o 
integrity, who had been my companion 
former travels, engaged again in this 
We fpent fourteen months in the richel 
tries of Europe, in fearch of the largeft 
and the fincft wrought corals. We ca 
be made the richeft goldfmith's work, w 
and curious clocks, and befides, took • 
12,000 ducats in gold. 

We travelled by the way of Milan, 
and Florence, and arriving at Leghorn, em 
in a (hip under a Dutch convoy ; and i 
Smyrna, which we reached on the 2d of 
1672, and twelve days after arrived a 
fiantinople. In this city we remaine 
months ; but in the mean while there h 
ing a quarrel between the Grand Vizii 
the French Ambaflador, a report was : 
that the former intended to arreft, nc 
the Ambaflador, but all of the French m 
that city, when being afraid that our 
which were very rich, would be feiz< 
endeavoured by all poflible means to 
Conftantinopk, and to proceed on our j< 
to Perfia. The caravans in thofe hot r 
did not travel ; but the Porte being ab 
fend a new Commander with foldiers, a 
annual fupply of money to the fort of . 
on the lake Moeotis, we obtained a pafl 
a Turkijh faick belonging to- the fleet, 2 
the 27th of July embarked at a port 
Tbragian Bofthorus.' 
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This ftreight, which is about fifteen miles in 
length, and in moft parts about two in breadth, 
though in others it is lefs, is fo called, from 
its being fuppofed that an ox may fwim over 
it* It is certainly one of the molt delightful 
channels in the world ; for the rifing fhores 
are covered with pleafure-houfes, gardens, 
woods, parks, and wilderneiles, watered with 
a multitude of fprings and fountains. In fair 
weather the paffage through it is rendered ex- 
ceeding diverting, from the great number of 
barks that are continually failing backwards 
and forwards ; and the profpeft of Conftanti- 
tople from the top of it at about two miles 
Pittance, is more charming than can be ima- 
gined. There are four caftles well fortified 
with great guns, two of them oppofite each 
other, eight miles from the Black Sea, and two 
at the mouth of the channel. 

On the 3d of Auguft in the morning, we 
arrived at Caffd % a port in the Tauricus Cber- 
fmejjusy a peninfula fo called, from its being 
firft inhabited by the Scythians of Mount Taurus. 
It is 35 leagues from north to fouth, and 55 
from eaft to weft. But the ifthmus. that joins 
it to the continent is not above a league in 
breadth. It is inhabited by the Crim Tartars, 
who dwell in cities and towns, while their 
neighbours the Nogays and Calmucs, dwell in 
tents, as the reft do on the continent. 

Caffa is a large town in Crim Tartary, built 
at the bottom of a hill, on the bank of the 
fea, extending in length nearly from north 
to fouth. It is* furrounded with &xow£ ^^^ 

Vol. XV. \ «A 
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and has a caftle at each of the two ends, whic& 
advance into the fea, whence the town 01 
being viewed from a veflel in the harbour, 
appears to be built in the form of an half- 
noon. The caftle to the fouth is on an emi- 
nence, which commands all the parts about it: 
'tis very large, and the rcfidence of the Bafia: 
the other is fmaller, but is well provided with 
artillery. The houfes in the town are com- 
puted at about 4000, of which about 3200 
belong to the Turks and Tartars, and the rel 
to the Greeks and Armenians : they are finally and 
built of earth, as are alfo the mofques, bazars and 
baths ; for it has not any edifice of itane, if 
we except eight ancient ruinous churchcf 
creeled by the Genoeje : the foil about it is 
dry and fandy, bearing little fruit, and die 
water is bad; but the air is very pure and 
wholefome. All provifions are very cheap 
and good, mutton being not above a farthing 
a pound, and other things in proportion. 
There is a great trade carried on here in (alt- 
fi(h and caviare, which being taken out of the 
lake Mantis, at 26 miles diftance, in great 
quantities, are tran (ported into Europe. The 
inhabitants alfo furnifh Conftantincple and (eve* 
ral other places, with corn, butter and fait; 
for the Caffa butter is the beft in all Turfy. ' 
On the 30th of Augvft we left Caffa in a 
fhip bound for MingreTia, and the next day 
arrived axDonflvw, or the falt-pits, which are 
fituated on the more 50 miles from Caffa* 
Here are great quantities of fait made by letting 
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» the fea- water, and fufFering it to congeal by 
the heat of the fun. The people fay, that 
200 veflels are annually laden with this fait, 
laying only two (hillings a day to thofe who 
load it. About a mile from the more is a 
village of the Tartars, where there is not 
above ten or twelve houfes with a little mofque, 
and round about it a great number of tents 
with feveral waggons clofe covered, which 
ferve them inftead of houfes. Some of thefe 
tents are handfome enough, being made of 
found poles, with others cro fling them, co- 
vered on the outfide with large felts drawn 
tight over them* They have a door of the 
fune, and above a little window, to admit 
the light, and let out the fmoke. The in fide 
h hung with tapeftry, and the floor alfo 
coveted with it. Every family has not only 
cne of thefe tents, but two others, covered 
with a large coarfe woollen cloth, one for the 
fcrvants and kitchen, in which is a pit five 
feet deep to make a fire in for drefling their 
meat ; the other tent is for their horfes and 
cattle. Their corn and forage they (lore in 
magazines under ground, which they cover (b» 
exactly that .none can find them but themfelves. 
They can remove their tents with little trouble, 
and in a very (hort time ; on which occafion 
they carry them away in carts drawn by horfes 
and oxen, of which they breed a great number. 
Thejr profefs the Mahometan religion; but in- 
termix it with ridiculous opinions of divi- 
action* 



From Donjbw we failed along the char 
Cape CuodoSj the Corocon'dama of Ptokirty y 
the coafls that bound the lake Mteotis, 
are very mountainous are feen at thirty 
diltance. From Caff a to the {freight 
open into this lake, is 1 20 miles. The 
try on both fides is fubject to the Turk 
thinly inhabited by the Tartars, almoU z 
coaft being defart. From the iireight t< 
grelia is reckoned 600 miles along the 
which con fills of pleafant woods, thir 
habited by 1 the CircaJJian # Tartars* wl 
neither fubject nor tributary to the 
The ve/Tels that come from Conjlantim 
Mingrelia trade with this people, but 
with their arms in their hands, and by hoi 
for they are remarkable for their infideli 
perfidioufnefs, and feldom fail to Ileal \ 
ever they find an opportunity. The trad 
them is carried on by exchange ; the Ctrt 
bringing down Haves of all ages and 
honey, wax, leather, jackals, and the 
of fome beails, for fuch commodities a; 
want. 

Circajjia is a pleafant and fertile counti 
produces great plenty of all forts of fruit 
out labour, as apples, pears, cherries an 
nuts ; but the chief wealth of the inbal 
confifls in cattle, as fheep, whofe woo) 
£ne as that of Spain, deer, goats, and 

* T\it Turks call them Cherh\ but the 
named by the antients Zagaans, or Mounts 
fiftd Pompon'ms Mela calls them Sargaclans, 
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Jhaped horfes, fo fwift and drone, (hat they 
will tire wild beafts, and overtake them in 
the chafe. They fow no grain but millet for 
thotr bread, and barley for their horfes, and 
their women till and manure the ground. 
Their drink is water and boza, which is a 
liquor made of millet, as intoxicating as wine. 
They lire in wooden huts, and go almoft 
naked : their beds are made of (heep-ikins 
Jewed together, and (luffed with millet leaves 
beaten in the thrafliing as (mall as oat chaff. 
They were formerly Chrifiiant : but now of np 
religion, except obferving fome fuperftitious 
ceremonies borrowed from the Chrifiians ancj 
Mahometans ; and they are all fworn enemies to 
thofe who live in the provinces round about 
them. 

The Ahau border upon the Circajpans> and 
poflefs about 100 miles on the coaft between 
Mmgrdia and CircaJJia. They are not fo favage 
as the Circajfians ; but are as much inclined to 
robbery ; fo that the merchants are obliged to 
take the fame precautions in trading with 
them. They, like their neighbours, are in 
want of all the conveniences of life, and have 
nothing to exchange for them but human crea- 
tures, furs, the (kins of deer and tygers, box- 
wood, wax and honey. 

On the 10th of September we arrived at 
Ifgaour a port in Mingrelia, where all the vefiels 
lie that trade thither. It is a dcC&rt place 
without any houfes ; the traders therefore build 
themfelres huts and booths of boughs for the 

I j \XQBfe 
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time of their ftay which is ufually as long » 
they find themfelves fafe from the Abcas. 

Colchis or Mingrclia, is fituated at the end 
of the Black Sea. It is bounded oft die eaft b? 
the little kingdom of Imeretta ; on the ibaa 
by the Black Sea, and on the north by Momnt 
Caucafus. The rivers Colours and Rione * part 
it, the firft from the Abcas 9 and the other nom 
Imeretta. Its length is about 1 10 miles, and 
its breadth 60. It was once "fortified again! 
the Abcas by a wall of 60 miles in length, 
which has been long fince demolifhed. 

The inhabitants of Caucafus who border 
upon Colchis are the Alanes y Suanes* Gigueh 
Caracioles or Cara-cberks, that is, Black Cer- 
cajfiansy fo called by the Turks, not from their 
complexion, for they are efteemed die faire& 
people upon earth ; but from their country, 
which is always darkened with clouds and ion. 
They were anciently Cbriftians, but now live 
by robbery and rapine, and profefe no religion, 
having little bendes fpeecn that can indtle 
them to humanity. They are very tall and 
portly, and their very looks and fpeech me«r 
their lavage difpofitions, they being the moft 
refolute ailaulns, and daring robbers in the 
world. 

The ancient kingdom of Colchis was much 
larger than Mingrelia is at prefent, it extending 
on one fide to the lake Maeotis, and to Iberia 
on the other. Its capital city named CelcUh 

* Two famous rivers, in* .ancient hiAqpy, called 
Mhe Corax and Pbafis* 
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was at the mouth of the Phafis, a river to the 
weft. The country is uneven, full of hills 
and mountains, valleys and plains : it is al- 
Boft covered with woods, except the manured 
kods, which are but few, and thofe preferred 
by grubbing up the roots that are continually 
^reading into them. The air is temperate 
with refped to heat and cold, but as it rains 
almoft continually, the wetnefs and warmth 
if the climate breed in fummer the peflilence r 
and feveral other difeafes. It abounds with 
nVers which defcend from Mount Caucafus r 
and fall into the Black Sea. The foil is very 
had,, and produces little corn or pulfe, and 
the fruits are without tafte and nnwholefome, 
txcept their vines, which thrive well, and 
produce moil excellent wine. Did the inha- 
bitants know how to prepare it in a proper 
manner, it would be the bed wine in the world.. 
The vines encompafs the trunks of the trees, 
and rife to their very tops. In feed-time the 
earth h fo moift, that they fow their wheat 
and barley without plowing; for they fay, 
that mould they plow it, the land would be fa 
fcft as not to be able to fupport the ftalk. For 
their other corn they plow their lands with 
pfough-fharesr of wood, which in this moift 
toil, make as good furrows as iron. Their 
common grain is gomm, which is as fmall as 
coriander (ced f and refembles millet. Of this 
they make a pafte, which they ufe for bread,, 
and prefer it to wheat : this is not to be wonder- 
ed at, for it is very agreeable to the palate* 
and conducive to health, it being cooVvcv^ »\ 









laxative. They have alfo gre 
millet, fome rice, with wheat 
which are very fcarce. The pec 
eat wheaten bread as a rarity, bi 
fort feldom or never tafte it. 

The ordinary food of the a 
and pork, of which laft they have 
and the beft in the world. Ti 
goats flefli ; but it is lean and ill 
venifon is the hart, flag, and 
They have alfo wild boars ai 
which are excellent food. Th 
tridges, pheafants and quails i 
with fome river fowl, and wild p: 
are good meat, and as big 
chickens : thefe pigeons they tab 
thus catch great numbers in fumx 

Their nobility fpend their v 
the field, ufing hobbies, gofha 
their fports, to catch water-fo' 
fants ; but the paitime in whi 
delight, is flying the falcon at the 
they catch only for the fake of i 
his crown, in order to put it up 
nets, for they let him go agai 
have cut it off, that it may gro> 

Mount Caucafus produces a grc 
wild beafts, as lions, tygers, Tec 
and wolves ; which lail make 
amongll their cattle and horfes, i 
difturb the inhabitants in thei 
their dreadful howling* • The 
numbers of very good horfes, 
man keeping feveial of them ; 
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Me or nothing, as they neither fhoe them nor 
feed them with corn. They have no cities 
nor towns, except two by the Tea fide ; but 
their houies are fo fcattered up the country, 
that you can hardly travel a mile, without 
feeing three or four of them. There are nine 
•r tencaftles in the country, the chief of which 
where the Prince keeps his court, is called 
hui. This caille has a (tone wall ; but it is 
& /mail, and fo ill built, that it might be 
fettered down by the leaft piece of artillery ; 
it has, however, forae cannon, which the other 
caftles have not* They are made in the fol- 
lowing manner : in the midft of a thick wood 
the people build a (lone tower thirty or forty 
feet high* capable of containing fifty or fixty 
perfons. This tower is the place of flrength, 
where they (hut up all the riches of the Lord, 
a»d of thofe who put themfelves under his pro- 
tection. Near this tower are five or fix others 
of wood, which ferve for magazines of pro- 
vifions, and as places of retreat for the wives 
lad children, in cafe of an attack. There 
are alfo feveral huts made of wood, others of 
branches of trees* and others of canes and 
reeds * The area in which they are enclofed is 
fonrounded by a clofe hedge, and by a wood, 
which is every where fo thick, that it is im- 
pofiible to find thefe retreats but by the way 
cut to them, which is flopped up by trees, 
whenever they apprehend the approach of art 
enemy. 

The houfes of the Mingreliam are built with 
timber, which they have in great ^IttvVj \ W\ 

♦* 
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the poorer fort never raife them above or 
ftory, nor the rich above two. The low 
rooms are always furnifhed with beds an 
couches, to lie down or fit upon, on accotii 
of the moifture of the earth ; but they are u 
convenient, from their having neither window 
nor chimnies, and their having but one root 
for the whole family, fo that they all lie to 
gcther, and at night have alfo their cattle wit! 
them. 

The men are well maped, and the wtwne 
fo handfome, that they feem born to infpii 
love ; yet they all paint their faces, and pat 
ticularly their eyebrows. They drefs thea 
ielves in as ornamental a manner a* they cat 
wearing a Perfian habit, and curling the hail 
They are witty, civil, and full of compliments 
but, on the other hand, are proud, deceitW 
cruel and libidinous. The men have ah 
many mifchievous qualities ; but that whicl 
they moft pra&ife is theft, and this they mak 
their employment and glory. They juftify th 
lawfulnefs of having many wives, by fcyin; 
that they brine them many children, whic 
they can fell for ready money, or exchang 
for neceflary conveniences ; yet when the 
have not the means of fupporting them, the; 
hold it a piece of charity to murder new-bo ri 
infants, and fuch perfons as are fick and pai 
recovery, becaufe by this means they fre 
them from mifery. Adultery and inceft, ar 
fcarce confidered as crimes in Mingrelia ; whe 
a man catches another enjoying the embrace 
of his wife, he has a rigla to oblige him ft 
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j a hog ; he feldora takes any other method 

revenge, and all the three commonly fit 
wn to feaft upon it. It is common for 
em to have two or three wives at a time. .. 
As the gentlemen have full power over the 
es and eftates of their tenants, they fell 

difpofe of their wives and children as 
ty think fit; befides, every hufbandman 
bound to furniih his Lord with as much 
ra, wine, cattle and other provifions as is 
his power. Thus his riches confift in the 
mber of his peafants. The Lords decide 
? quarrels of their vaflals : but when they 
:mfelves are at variance, they determine the 
pate by arms, and therefore all go armed 
th a lance, bow and fword. 
Their drefs is very lingular. All the men, 
:ept the ecclefiaftics, fufrer but little of their 
u*d to grow. They fhave the top of the 
id, leaving only a little hair over the fore- 
td, and down to their ears ; and even that is 
pped (hort. They wear a bonnet of fine felt, 
ich in winter is lined with fur ; but they 

in general ib poor, that to prevent its 
ngfpoiled, they put it in their pocket when 
ains, and go bareheaded. Thofe in mean 
:am dances go almoft naked, and have in 
leral only a covering of a triangular form, 
ane end of which is a hole, through which 
y put the head ; this covering, which is of 
>ng felt, they turn to the fide whence comes 

wind or the rain. Over their bodies they 
ir Oiirts which reach to their knees, and 
k into a fireight pair of breecke* \ but \ta.^ 
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never have above one fhirt and one pal 
breeches, which laft them a year, and in 
that time they never wafti the fhirt ab 
thrice ; however, once or twice a week tl 
Jhake it for a certain purpofe over the i 
Their {hoes, or rather fandals, are made 
the raw (kin of a buffalo untanned, tied roi 
the foot and fattened with thongs of the & 
fkins ; but when the fnow lies thick on 
earth, '"they wear a kind of fnow-fhoes, wi: 
foreadine much farther than die feet, pre* 
their finking into it. 

The whole family, both males and fema 
cat together without diftinction : the King v 
all his train to his very grooms, and the Qa 
with her maids and fervants* In fair weal 
they dine in the open court, and if it be o 
make a large fire ; for wood coils them nothi 
Upon working-days the fervants have noth 
but gomm, and the mailers pulfe, dried ! 
Or flefh ; but on holidays, or when they m 
entertainments, if they have no venifon c 
kill an ox, a cow, or a hog. Both the 1 
and women are very great drinkers, an< 
their feafts, make their friends drink as n 
as they can. Their wine is drank nnmu 
and beginning with pints they proceed 
much greater quantities. The men at t 
merry meetings difcourfe about their wars 
robberies, and the women tell obfcene talc 
their amours. 

MingrtUa is but thinly peopled, which is 
cafioned by their wars, and the vaft narol 
fold by the Nobility to the Pcrjuou and Tt 
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All their trade is carried on by the way of 
barter ; for their money has no fettled value. 
The current fpecie are piaftres, Dutch crown s, 
and abaffis, which are made in Georgia, and 
bear the Perfian damp. The revenues of the 
Prince of Mingrelia do not exceed 2o,cco 
crowns, which are raifed by cuftoms on goods 
exported and imported, by felling of (laves, 
and by impositions and fines. Bnt this he lays 
ip, for his Haves ferve him for nothing, and 
tys crown lands furnifli his court with more 
provifions than he can (pend. He is not able 
to raife above 4000 men fit to bear arms, and 
thefe are moftly cavalry, for he has not above 
joo foot. Thefe foldiers are not diftributed 
into regiments, or companies. Each Lord and 
each Gentleman leads his men to battle with- 
out order, and without officers ; they follow 
fim as well in flying, as in charging the ene- 
my. The Prince's court upon folemn feftivals 
ckmfifts of fioo Gentlemen, but upon other 
days of about 1 20. 

The religion of the Mingrelians or Colchians 
was formerly the fame with the Greeks, they 
being converted according to Ecclefiaftical 
Hiftorians, by a (lave in the reign of Conftan- 
tine the Great. But the Mingrelians fay, that 
St. Andrew preached among them in a place 
called Pigaitasy where a church now ftands, 
whither the Catholieos, or Chief Biihop, goes 
once in his life time to make the holy oil ; but 
yet I was unable to find a Mingrelian who knew 
what is meant by religion, by (in, the facra- 
tornr, or favine worfiiip : for Ai^ fctfc xvcw 

Vol. XV. XL SaS**. 



fallen into fuch a profound abyfsof ignc 
that they look upon the life eternal, the 
judgment, and the refurre&ion of the dc 
mere fables : their clergy perform fcarcc 
Ecdefiaftical Duties ; for there is hard 
of them that can either write or reac 
they have in a manner loft the method < 
forming divine worfhip* They make a 
profeffion of foretelling things to com 
perfuade the people to believe that 
events are revealed in their books, Th 
grelians are indeed fo infatuated with th 
nion, that as foon as any one is fick, th 
in the prieft, not to, pray for the patient 
have not the leaft notion of that; but ft 
to look in his book, to fee whether tl 
will die of that difeafe, and for him to< 
all its confluences. The prieft then 
the book which he has brought with bin 
having with great attention turned o\ 
the leaves, pronounces with the voice 
oracle, that the Cati, for thus they cal 
images, is enraged againft him, and has 
him with a difeafe; that he will b 
peafed by a prefent; but if a good 
not immediately made him, the patiei 
die. This prefent confifts in a goat, 
a cow, or the like, which the poor man, 
the apprehenfion of death, immediately 
the prieft, to offer to the image. 

The Catholicos of Mingrdia, is noi 
the head of all the clergy of that count 
alfo of Abca, Guriel, Imeretta, and '. 
,Jj Caucafusi yet the Prince appoints ore 
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inn at his plcafure. He has a very great re- 
enue ; for he has 400 vaflals under him, who 
brnifh his houfe not only with the mceflarie?, 
mt with many of the fuperfluities of life. He 
?lls their children to the Turks, and when he 
ifits the dioceffes under his jurifdidlion, it is 
6t to reform the clergy or inftruft the people, 
ut to fpoil them of their goods, and rake to- 
ether great fums. He will not confecrate a 
iftiop for lefs than 600 crowns, nor fay a mafs 
>r the dead under 800, nor any other mafs 
cider 100. His fanclity confifts in abftinence 
t>m flefli and wine in lent, and in long prayers 
ay and night ; but he is fo ignorant that he 
in hardly read his breviary and miflal. He 
is fix Bimops under him, who generally take 
j care of the fouls of the people, nor ever 
Jit their churches and diocefles ; but fuffer 
ie priefts to live in ignorance, and the people 
> commit the groffeft crimes. They are 
liefly employed in feafting and banqueting, 
id are drunk almoft every day. They are 
ch f but their principal revenues arife from 
ie oppreffion oftheir vafTals, and their felling 
icir wives and children. They, however, 
ke the Greeek Bifhops, abftain from flefli : for 
icy place the whole Ckriftian religion in fail- 
ig, and think that almoft the only duty they 
•e obliged to perform. Their cathedral is 
retty neatly kept, and well adorned with 
lages, which they embellifh . with gold and 
wels, believing that by this means they fa- 
sfy the divine juftice, and atone for their 
as. They arc clothed in fcarlet axA. i&itx, 
K z «A. 
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and alfo differ from the feculars in v 
their beards long, and their bonnets 
high and round. 

The Mingreliak priefls are very nun 
but are a miferable fort of creatures* 
till their own grounds, and thofe oi 
Lords, and are no lefs flaves than the ft 
nor have they any refped (hewed the 
xrept when they blefs the food at meals, 
mafs. Their parifh churches have no 
inftead of which they call the people t< 
by knocking with a great flick upon a 
they are kept as nafty as ftablcs, a 
images are foul, broken and coverec 
dull ; yet the worfhip they pay to thei 
the higheft degree idolatrous, for they 
pay them a relative adoration ; but pa 
devotions to the material fubftance. 
worfhip fuch moll as are 6neft adori 
famed for their cruelty, and if thev fw 
any of thefe, they will never breat th 
St. Giohas is one of their moil fore 
images, and him they will not approad 
er than where they can juft fee him, an< 
their prefents at that diftance ; for th< 
tend that he kills all who approach him. 

They have no value for any of the 
Saints except St. George, to whom th< 
the higheft reverence,' as do (he Ga 
Their mafs is after the Greek manner, 
cup or chalice is a goblet of wood ; th< 
is of the feme materials, and their patt< 
wooden «fh. They never fay mafs i 
put on Saturdays and Sundays ; for th 
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t the communion fpoils their fading. They 
[(cerate either leaven or unleavened bread 
hout any difference, and mix no water with 

wine, except it is very ftrong. They 
toint the foreheads of their children as foon 
they are born with their holy oil, and bap- 
; them by ' immerfion ; but this is never 
formed till they are able to make a feaft for 

prieft, godfathers and guefts. Their mar- 
jes are a contract by way of bargain and 
j ; for the parents agree upon the price with 

perfon who defires ner ; and here the price 
a woman who has been divorced is the 
reft ; for a widow more is demanded ; but 
a maid moil of all. When the bargain is 
:e made, the young man may keep company 
ch the woman till the money is paid, and it 
10 fcandal if ihe is with child by him. If 
f one has married a barren woman, or one 
an ill difpofition, they hold it not only 
/ful, but requifite to divorce her. They 
fcrve almoft the fame rafts as the Greeks, for 
ry keep the four great Lents : the firft before 
fter, which is 48 days ; that before Cbrift- 
s which is 40 days ; Su Piter's faft, which is 
ar a month, and the laft obferved by the 
ftern Chriftiam in honoar of the Virgin 
try, which continues 15 days. They make 
5 fign of the crdfs when they drink wine and 
t pork ; but not as any mark of Cbrijhamty. 
leir prayers are all addrefled to their idols 
r their temporal benefits, as thc^r own prof- 
rity and the ruin of their enemies. Th&f 
er facri£ces, obfervc no Sa\>\>wii» %sA *fe- 
K 3 ^^ 
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flain from work only at the feftivals of thrift- 
mas and E after, which they celebrate no other- 
wife, than by eating and drinking in their 
houfes to excefs. Their greateft feftival* are 
when the image of a faint is -earned throngs 
their country, upon which cccafion they pat. 
on their belt doaths, make a great feaft, and 
provide a prefent for the idol. 

In mourning for the dead, the women gnift 
their teeth, rend their garments, tear their hair 
and flefh, beat their breafts, and make dread- 
ful lamentations. The men tear their cloathf, 
fhave their heads and faces, and likewife beat 
their breafts. The mourning lafts 40 days, on 
the ten firft of which it is accompanied with the 
moil extravagant figne of grief ;' which then 
gradually diminifhes till the fortieth, when the 
body is interred. A feaft is then made for all 
the relations and friends, and for all who came 
to weep. The Bifbop fays mafs, and after- 
wards lays claim to every thing that belonged 
to the deceafed, his horfes, cloaths, arms, 
money, if he had any, and every thing of the 
fame kind. For death is the ruin of the fa- 
milies of the Mingreluws. But when a Bifeop 
dies, the Prince fays the mafs for the dead on 
the fortieth day of mourning, and takes all hi* 
moveable goods. 

It muft not be omitted that thefe people 
have certain Monks of the order of St. Bafil, 
who wear the habit, and live after the manner 
of the Grui Monks. They have hiack bon- 
nets, eat no flefh, and fuffer their hair to grow, 
but mind nothing of rdigiou, extent *fcfervwg 
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cir faffo with great exa&nefs. They have 
b Nuns of the time order, who obferve their 
Els, and wear a black veil, but they have no 
mneries, nor are under any vows, but quit 
e habit whenever they pleafe. 
The neighbouring nations live and aft in al- 
oft all refpe&s after the fame manner, only 
ofe who live near Per/la and Turfy are more 
rilized. 

On the confines of Mfagrelia lie the princi- 
lity of Guriel and the kingdom of Inter etta, 
e former is very final! , it bordering upon 
teretta on the north, upon Mount Cau- 
fits on the eaft, upon Minrrelia on the well, 
id upon the Black Sea on the fouth. It lies 
ong the fea more from the river Rione to the 
ftle Gome, which is held by the Turks, The 
habitants are of the fame difpofition and ir- 
gularity of manners as the Mingrelians, they 
iving they fame inclinations to lewdnefs, rob- 

?and murder, 
he kingdom of Imeretta, the Iberia of the 
cients, is fomething bigger than- the country 
"GurieJ, and is encompafled by Mount C un- 
fa, Mingrelia, the Black Sea, the principality 
' Gurtely and part of Georgia. It is 26 miles * 
ng and 60 in breadth ; it is full of woods and 
ountains like MirtgreUa* but the valleys are 
ore pleafanr, and the plains more fertile, they 
'oducing com, pulfe, cattle, and a variety of 
:rbs. There are fome iron mines in the coun- 
r 9 and fome money current among the peo- 
e," which is coined in the kingdom* TVuef 
vr mITo fevcrsd towns, but ikt\x maa&s** - 
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and cuiloms differ but little from the Mingrt* 
lions. The King has three good cafUes, ope 
Called Scander, feated on the fide of a valley, 
and two on Mount Caucafus> called Rrgia and 
Scorgia, which, from their fituation, are air 
moft inacceffible. The fortrefs of Cotatisvtu 
once in the jurifdi&ion of this Prince; bat is 
now in the poffeflion of the Turks* 

The people of Guriel, Mingrelia and Abe*, 
were fubjecl to the King of Jmeretta, after they 
had all four freed themfelves from the power 
of the Emperors, firft of Conftantinople, and 
then of Trebifond ; but in the laft century fet- 
ting up for themfelves, they become involved 
in continual wars, tilt calling in the affiftance 
of the Turks, they were all made tributary to 
them. The King of Imeretta pays a tribute 
of 80 boys and girls from 10 to 20 years of 
age. The Prince of Guriel pays 46 children of 
both fexes, and the Prince of Mingrelia 60,000 
ells of linnen cloth made in that country. Thf 
Abe as, however, feldom paid any thing at firftf 
and now pay nothing. 
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CHAP. II. 

A Defcription of Ifgaeur. A War breaks out, and 
a Trade is /carried on in Slaves. The Author 
proceeds to the Pillage of Anarghia, and from 
thence to Sipias, the Refidence of fome Theatine 
Monks, nubere he is infited and invited to Din- 
ner by a Mingrelian Prince/s* 

4 S foon as our veflel had entered the road 
J\ of Ifgaour, J landed with the Greek mer- 
chant who conducted me, with the hopes of 
Ending houses, fome provifions and affiftance ; 
but 1 was much deceived. The inhabitants 
had fenced rouad a place, a hundred paces from 
the ftiore, 250 long, and 50 broad j this, was 
the grand market of Mwgre&a. It bad a ftreet 
formed of about a hundred little huts on each 
fide ; built of branches of trees tied together. 
Each merchant took one, in which he lay, and 
there fold fuch commodities, as he hoped to 
.difpofe of in two or three days time : thofe 
they bought, and thofe they had no probabi- 
lity of felling immediately, were kept on board 
the ftiips. No refrefhments were to be had 
in the market, nor was there a peafant's houfe 
in its neighbourhood. At this I was equal'/ 
furpri&d and aiflitted, for our provifions were 
almoft confumed, and nothing was to be fold 
by the natives, but fljwts cjkravt& xnfjt&wt* 
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There were about a dozen naked wretches, wl 
with their bows and arrows in their han 
ltruck every one with terror ; thefe were t 
officers of the cuftoms. But my furprize ai 
affliction were much en created, on my beii 
informed that the Turks and the Prince of G 
r/Whad taken up arms againft the Mingrtlim 
and begun the war by plundering the houfes 
their neighbours, and carrying off them, u 
their cattle, wherever they found diem. 

On my taking the refolutidn to go into Mi 
grelia, I had depended greatly on the Thtati 
Miffionaries, who have a houfe 40 miles bv lai 
from Ifgatury where I was told I might live 
fafety, and that they would fpcedily procu 
me a paflage into Perfia. I therefore lent 1 
exprels with a letter to the Prefect ef the mi 
fion, and returned on board much dejected. 

Two days after a number of peafants wi 
fled from the enemy patted by Ifgmour, ac 
raifed a great alarm ; by reporting that the A 
cas, whom the Prince of Mingreit* had calk 
to his afiiftance againft the Turks, plundered an 
burnt every thing before them ; and carried < 
all the men and bcafts that fell into their hand 
Adding, tjiat they were already near the poi 
All were now in a hurry to carry their effe* 
on board. Each of the commanders of tl 
(hips landed two pieces of cannon, and the m< 
were under arms all night : but the next di 
they reimbarked, chufing rather to abandc 
the wool, fait, earthen ware, and other me 
ehandize, they had not been able to bring 
board, than to expofe themfelve* to the dangi 
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f falling into the hands of the Abcas. About 
m at night, we faw all the market in a flame, 
od the next morning, fome men landing, they 
>und nothing bat the remains of the confla- 
ration. 

I now endeavoared to bay from the mailers 
f the (hips as much provifions as poffible ; but 
U I could purchafe from the feveral merchants 
tms 60 pounds of bifcnit, a little pulfe, eight 
oands of batter, and twelve pounds of nee. 
Phis was bat little for fix perfons ; bat good 
lanagement made it laft longer than I could 
are imagined. We had, however, dried fifli 
a abundance, and fcarce eat any thing elfe ; 

was wonderfully delighted when I had pre- 
ailcd on my men to make a meal without 
read. 

At length hearing no news of the Prefect, 
ad not being able to guefs the reafon, 1 in- 
Mined my men of the neceflity we were under 
bat one of them fliould go to him ; becaufe 
one bathe could fecure us from the evils with 
rhich we were threatened, or deliver us from 
bofe we endured, and that were encreaiing 
very day. My valet offered to undertake the 
rarney. I therefore gave him letters and pre* 
rats for the Prefect and his brethren, and he 
•t out on this expedition. 

On the morning of the 4th of O8ob*r my 
'alet returned, bringing with him the Prefect, 
vho was a native of Mantua, called Don Maria 
Ufifh Zampy. I immediately ran to embrace 
im, when he cried, " God forgivtfthofewho- 
1 have, adviied von. Sir, u>comt\&tW\ -i«* 
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" are arrived at the moft barbarous countr 
" the world ; and the beft ftep you can ti 
" is to return to ConftantinopU by the firft 
portunity." The joy we. had conceivec 
feeing this prieft was damped by this difcot 
I took him into my cabin, and there with 
comrade deliberated on what was to be d< 
He told us that he was- come to ferve us to 
utmoft of his power ; that he would take « 
hb houfe if we defired it : but that he had 
bread ; that now no provisions were to be h 
that the air of the country was unhealthy, 
the people more wicked than it was pof 
to imagine. I told him that I had a lette 
recommendation to the Prince of M'mgrt 
but he replied that he was as great a vitt 
and as bale a robber as any of his fubje&s : 
then added, that if after this notice I was 
folved to venture, he would do all in his pc 
to preferve our perfons and baggage, and | 
cure us a fafe paflage into Perjta, 

X did not day to deliberate on* what the 
ther had represented ; the evils with whic 
was threatened in Mmgreliu were future, a: 
hoped to avoid them : but thofe 1 fuffered i 
prefent, they filled my imagination, and 
heart funk under them. I therefore reprei 
ed to him, that whatever misfortunes m 
happen to us in Mingrelia y they mull: be 
than thofe of returning to Caffa> by whrcl 
xnuft infallibly periflfc, and this opinio 
ftrengthened by many reafons. He was : 
convinced by my arguments, and now onry > 
iultcd on the manner in which we Jhoald. 
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vel. The barque wherein, he had come down 
the river with my valet, was proper for our 
purpofe. It was freighted for going and com- 
ing : we therefore embarked in it with all our 
baggage, and I gave the value of an hundred 
crowns in goods to father Zampy, who knew 
the price fet upon it, and was to buy it for me. 
The baggage being embarked before noon, 
we immediately fet fail. I was filled with joy 
at leaving the (hip, where I conld not endure 
the ftink, nor bear the fight of the infamous 
commerce carried on in it. It was become a 
prrfon for flaves, in which the men and * boys 
were chained two and two every night, and 
loofened every morning. The war oiMingre- 
lla was of advantage to our merchants, who 
bought the booty and flaves taken by the Ab- 
cas 9 who were now continually coining on 
board, to exchange them for arms, cloaths, 
aftd other commodities. A Greek merchant 
whofe cabbin was next to mine ; bought a 
woman and her fucking child for twelve 
crowns : the woman was twenty- five years of 
age; her facs was extremely beautiful; her 
(kin had the whitenefs of the lilly ; and I ne- 
ver faw a finer breaft or a rounder neck. This 
lovely woman filled me at the fame time with 
filch envy and companion, that giving her a 
Jejetted look, I faid to myfelf, Unhappy beau* 
ty, thou fhouldelt not create thefe uneafy fen- 
Tations was I in another flare, and did I not 
Bnd myfelf on the point of falling into greater 
miferies, if there can be greater, than that of 
being a flave. What furprizeA ttii ttu&, ^*a 
Vol. AT. L « 
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to fee that thefe miferable creatures were not 
dejedled, and that they appeared infenfible of 
the mifery of their condition. As foon as they 
were bought, their rags were taken off; they 
were drefted in new linen habits, and fet to 
work ; the men and boys in doing fomething 
about the fhip, and the women in fewing. 

But to proceed : we had a pretty good wind, 
and our little barque advanced both with fails 
and oars. During the voyage, I agreed with 
father Zampy on the means to prevent our fall- 
ing into the hands of the enemy, and of being 
neither plundered nor allkflinated by the Mm- 
grelians. 

At midnight we arrived at the entrance of 
the dficlphusy one of the greatefl rivers in JV/mh 
grelia, and called by the natives Laugur, where 
flopping, we fent two of our mariners to Anar- 
ghia, to enquire after the enemy, and to feeil 
the inhabitants had not fled. Anarghia is t 
village two miles from the fea, and, the moil 
confidcrable place in all Mingnlia. It con nib 
of about a hundred houfes ; but they are fo fai 
diftant from each other, that it is two mile 
from the firft to the laft. There are, al way: 
Turks in that village to purchafe Haves, anc 
barq ues to can v them off. It is faid to be huil 
on the place where anciently flood the grea 
city of Heraclca. 

The next morning before day, the two nn 
riners returned with the news that the Jbca 
had been no nearer than wiihin fifteen mile 
of Anarghia, and that every thing there was a 
ufual. Father Zampy cauftd the men to rov 
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urd, in order to arrive early at that village* 
at we might all land without being feen. 
his happened according to our wifhe*. We 
ent to lodge with a pea&nt who had the beft 
commodatiorts of any in the place ; and as 
e had many chefls, the largeft of which was 
11 of books, father Zampy advifed me to open 
as loon as we were at our lodgings, under 
e pretence of looking for fomcthing, to pre- 
mt their imagining that thefe cherts were 
lied with treasures ; he at the fame time pro- 
ofed my pretending to be a religious, and 
tat we had brought nothing with us but books, 
followed this advice. The people of the 
oofe were aftonifhed at feeing (o large a cheft 
ius filled, and I believe imagined that the con- 
;nts of the others were the fame. 
On the pth of Oftober a lay Theatine, who 
as phyfician and furgeon to all Mingrel'ta % 
line to fee us. The accefs which his aft gave 
im to the houfes of the Prince and of all the 
rreat, had raifed his vanity. I received and 
•eated him in a manner that flattered his pride, 
nd in return he gave me a thoufand aflu ranees 
f his protection and affiftance. Some days af- 
ir he came to inform us that the Abcas had re- 
amed home ; and had carried off 1 200 per- 
ms* much cattle, and a great booty. He 
len told father Zampy that we might all go tD 
heir houfe at Sipias, and that the Prince and 
?atholicos had ordered him to tell me and my 
omrade, that we were welcome, and that they 
fould grant us men and horfes to condu& a\ 
L 2 voxa 
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into Georgia. Upon receiving this agreeable 
pews, we refolved to fet out the next day. • 

While we (laid at Jnarghia we had no fear- 
city of provifions, but had plenty of fowl, hogs 
and goats, which my men exchanged for nee- 
dles, thread, combs i.nd knives. We had every 
thing very cheap, and this being the time of 
vintage, we had wine in plenty, and nothing 
was icarce but bread. There was a widow 
lady of quality at Anargbia> whofe hufband 
had been Vizir to the Prince. Father Zumfi 
cor dufled me to her, and I made her a pre- 
fent of fome trifles. In order to obtain others, 
fhe fent me every day a cake of bread that 
weighed about half a pound, with fome other 
refrefhments : thus one day fhe fent a hog, a- 
nother day a cake of wax, another fome hp- 
ney, another a pheafant, and on fending thefe 
flie always begged for fome trifles, as knives, 
fciflars, apd ribbons ; fhe made me pay double 
the price of her prefents. One day flie paid 
me a vifit, when fhe was extremely obliging, 
but made many demands. 

Father Zampy made me pafs for a capuchin, 
obferving, that I fhoujd meet with fome of 
that order in Georgia, To fupport this cha- 
racter, 1 drefled as rneanly as pofEble, and af- 
fected poverty on all occafions. I a&ed my 
part well enough, but the conduct of my fer- 
vants prevented my impofing on the people: 
for they broke all my meafures by their cook- 
ery, and bought the greateit delicacies let them 
cofl what they would. 

On 



through Mingreua i*to Persia. 113 
On the 14th we fet out two hours before day 
for dnarghia, and proceeded two leagues up 
the river JJIolphus, after which we landed our 
baggage, and with it loaded fix fmall carts : 
betides two others filled, with the provifions 
bought by father Zamfy. Thefe eight carts 
made a great noife ; lor the Mingrelians were 
pot accuftomed to fee fuch a quaniijty of goods 
at a time. In lefs than two days the whole 
country was informed that fome Europeans were 
arrived who had eight carts loaded with their 
baggage. We proceeded four leagues and a 
half by land, and arrived in the evening at 
$ip: as. 

Si pi as is the name of two churches, one of 
them a parifh church of the Miugrelians 9 and 
the other belonging to the Theat'me$ y an order 
of Fryars who nrft came into Mingrelia in 1627, 
when they were admitted as phyficians, and 
a piece of land given them, on which they 
built feveral wooden houfes after the manner of 
the country, fome with only the ground floor, 
and others with a room above. Each of the 
Fryars have one of thefe houfes to dwell in ; 
for they are all feparate ; the fmallcll are for 
their flaves, and two families of pcafants who 
are their tenants ; but though they have good 
employment as phyficians, none will embrace 
their religion, the very flaves refuting to com- 
municate with them : for they will not allow 
the Europeans to be Chriflians, becaufe they have 
neither fo many falls as they, nor are afraid 
of images, 

L 3 Cfcx 
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On the 1 8th the Princefs of Mingrelia came 
to the T beatines. She was on horfeback at- 
tended by about ten men and eight women* 
very badly cloathed, and ill mounted, wid 
fcvcral men on foot who flood about her horfc 
Father Zampy went immediately to receive her 
when (he told him, that fhe had heard then 
were fome Europeans in* his houfe, who ha4 
brought a great quantity of baggage : that flu 
was glad of it, and defired to fee them, in or 
der to tell them that they were welcome. J 
was then inflantly called, and father Zamfo 
told me, that I mull make her a prefent, find 
it was the'euftom to pay in this manner forth* 
vifits of a Prince and Princefs. Being tolc 
that I fpoke the Turkijh and Per/tan torrgttes ; 
fhe called a flave who knew the Turkifb, zni 
afked me a thoufand queftions about my rank 
and my voyage. I told her that I was a Ca- 
puchin. She caufed me to be afked, if I wai 
in love ? if I had ever been in love ? how il 
happened that I had never been in love ? and 
how 1 did to live without a woman ? She car- 
ried on this converfation with great vivacity, 
*»nd all her retinue were very merry upon it: 
but for my part, I was much deje£led, and 
would have been glad of the abfence both ol 
the Princefs and her train ; whom I every mo 
ment feared would pillage our lodgings ; fbi 
fhe afked three times to fee* what I had brought; 
but father Zampy promifing to bring her. the 
ufual prefent the next day, fhe departed, feem- 
inrr well fatisfied. 
* The 
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The next morning fhe fent to invite me to 
men She was at a houfe only two miles 
m oars ; but did not live with the Prince, 

had a great diilike to her, having been 
ced to marry her. I found her better drefled 
in the day before. She was painted, and 
med to endeavour to appear lovely ; flie was 
died in, gold brocade, and had jewels in her 
id-drefs. She fat on a carpet* with nine or 
. women by her fide* and near her were ma- 
fhabby fellows half naked, who compofed 
• court. They afked for my pre fent for the 
ncefs, before they fuffered me to enter. It 
s brought by my fervant, who delivered it 
diem, and confided of cafes of knives, fcifTars 
L other things which coft about 20 s. and 
s worth above 5 1. in Mingrelia. ThePrirr- 

1 was fatisfied, and fuiFered me to enter after 
dng ieen them. Near her was a bench, on 
ich the flave who fpoke Turkijb defired me 
fit. She firft told me, that fhe would have 
marry one of her friends, and that I mould 

: leave that country j for fhe would give me 
sfes* lands, and flaves. Bat a flop was put 
her difcourfe, by one coming to inform her 
if dinner was ready. 

The houfe in which fhe lived was in the midft 
five other 8, each at a hundred paces diftance. 
fore one of them was a raifed place built 
ih wood eighteen inches high, over which 
s a fmall dome. Here a carpet being fpread, 
\ Princefs feated herfelf upon it, as did her 
mien at four paces diftance on ot\vw cax\it\&* 
le fiubby wretches who compoteA Yvst c^>asx«» 
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and were about fifty in number, feated tbem- 
felves round on the grafs. There were two 
benches near the place raifed for the Princefi, 
one of which ferved the Theatines and me for 
a feat, and the other for a table. When the 
Princrfs was feated, a long painted cloth was 
laid before her, and at one end of it was placed 
two large and two fmall flagons, four plates, 
and eight cups of different fizes, with a filver 
bafon, ewer, and fkimmer. Other fervants at 
the fame time laid boards before thofe iyho 
were feated, to ferve as tables; and one was 
alfo put before the women. This being done, 
two kettles were brought in and placed in the 
middle, one of them, which was very large, 
was carried by four men, and was full of com- 
mon gemm ; the other, which was fmallcr, was 
brought in by two, and was full of whitt 
gomm. This gomm wa.^ a kind of pafle,ofwhicl 
the Mwgrclians make the fame ufe as we dool 
bread. Two other men brought in upon a 
kind of bier, a hog boiled whole, and foul 
others entered with a large pitcher of wine. 
The Princefs was ferved iiiS, then her women, 
then us, and afterwards her attendants. Th« 
Princefs was alfo ferved with a wooden bowl oi 
gomm, and fome herbs, and with a filver dilh, 
in which were two fowls, one boiled, and the 
other roafted ; but both of them had very dif- 
agreeable fauce. The Princefs fent me a pari 
of the bread and fallad, and caufed me to be 
told, that I fhould flay fupper, and that fh( 
would kill an ox ; but this was mere coxnpk 
ment. A little after <Ue favt me two pieces oi 
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fowl, and aflted with a loud voice, why there 
never came into Mingrelia any of the European 
artificers who work fo well in metals, fill?, 
and wool, and why there only came Monks 
who had no bufinefs there, and whom they 
did not want. It is eafy to guefs at the con- 
dition into which this queftion muft throw the 
poor Tbtatines who were prefent. I anfwercd, 
that the artificers of Europe laboured only for 

fain, and having employment enough there, 
ad no inclination to go farther; but that the 
Religious having in view the glory of God, 
and the falvation of fouls, thefe great con* 
cems induced them to leave their country, and 
travel fo far. 

The repaft laded about two hours ; when it 
was half ended, the Princess fent me a cup of 
wine, and caufed me to be told, that it was 
the wine (he herfelf ufed, and the cup out of 
which {he drank. Three times foe did me „ 
this honour, and was much iurprized to fee 
me mix water with my wine, faying, the had 
never fecn that done before. Indeed, fhe and 
her women drank it unmixed in great quanti- 
ties. Dinner being ended, (he fent to en- 
quire if I had brought any fpices or china- 
ware ; (he alfo afked me for a variety of things, 
and finding that I had none to give her, fhe 
at lad grew angry, and faid (he would fend to 
examine my goods; but though I was much 
frighted, I anfwered, (he might do it when- 
ever (he pleafed ; to which (he replied, that 
(he was only in jeft. However, as foon as 
we rofe from table, I entreated cme ^ xJwt 

Tbeatints. 
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Tbeatines who had accompanied me, to maJ 
all poflible haile to my comrade, and tell hi 
what the Princefs faid, in order that he mig 
prepare for all events* After dinner (he agi 
(poke of the marriage, and faid (he woi 
ioon (hew me the woman (he would give ffl 
but I replied as before, that Monks nei 
marry, and was going to take my leave ; wl 
unhappily, (he perceived under the mean frc 
I wore, that I had whiter and finer linen tt 
what they had in Mingrelia. She came up to or 
took me by the hand ; pulled up my fleeve 
my elbow, and held me for fome time by ' 
arm, talking all the while in a low voice 
her women. I was extremely embarafibd, 1 
what gave me mod pain was, my not know 
what (he faid, though I could perceive by 1 
ge&ures, that (he was talking earneftly ab 
me. I was at a lofs how to behave in put 
to a woman who had at the fame time the t 
of Sovereign, and the impudence of a p 
ftitute. But (he foon threw me into agrei 
confternation ; for going up to father Zsn 
(he faid, you both deceive me : you (hall cc 
again on Sunday morning, and this (Iran 
(hall fay mafs. The father was going to 
ply ; but the Princefs turned her back, ; 
bid us go home. 

I returned to our lodging very fad and p 
five * ; the Princefs's avarice made me apj 

* The reader will form a better idea of Sir * 
Cbardirfx confternation at being ordered to 
mafs, when he knows that he was not oni) 
pricft $ but that he was a Calvimf. 



rfi MlNGRELIA into PSRSIA. II9 

would do me fome ill tarn ; and 
npy told me, that he was infallibly 
r it. I therefore the fame night 
)it five feet deep to be dug in his 
, in which I put a chdl that con* 
;lock, and a box of coral ; this was 
ried, that there was not left the lead 
he ground having been opened. I 
X into the church with the fame de- 
n father Zamfy advtfed me to open 
of a Thtatine who had been burie4 

before, and to depofite among his 
nail caiket I was willing to conceal \ 
>ily I chofe to bury this caiket, in 
is 12,000 gold ducats, in a corner of 
:h behind the door, for which pur- 
ide a de;p pit like the former. I 
Is concealed in the roof over the cham- 
*e I lodged, a fabre and a poniard fet 
:jous Hones. My comrade and I kept 
what was of the leaft weight and the 
value, and fuch things as were not 

great deal, we gave the Tbeatines to 

us. - 

e 23d after dinner, a perfon came in 
1 father Zampy that there were two 
;n at the door who afkcd for him. 
:ntlemen, who were neighbours, were 
back, and had with them thirty men, 
d foot, well armed. My comrade and 
mmediately called. I could not pene- 
to their defign ; but I knew it too 
>r on our coming up to them, ttej. 
is to be feizei and tied by \\vs\x ycv*tv\ 



no Sir John Chardin's TRAVELS 
telling the Prefect, and the other T hearings wbo 
came to falute them, that if they ftirred, they 
would kill them. The Prefect being feized 
with fear fled ; the others, however, would 
not leave u.<, and the Lay-brother not only 
made ufe of all his inter ell in our behalf; bat 
though a fword was held up to his neck, he 
would not abandon us. Our fervants were 
immediately feized, and one of them making 
refiftance, and defending himfelf with a knife 
was thrown down, and tied to a tree. They 
then declared, that they would fee what trea* 
fures we had. To which I replied, that they 
mull do as they pleafed ; we were poor Ca- 
puchins, and all our wealth con filled in books, 
papers, and a few ordinary goods, which,. if 
they would offer us no violence, we would ftiew 
them. This anfwer fucceeded, they untied 
me, and bid me open my chamber door. 

We had kept about us, as I have already 
obferved, our moll precious jewels ; my com- 
rade had fewed his in the neck of a clofe 
coat lined with fur ; but I had made mine up 
into two fmall packets, which I had hid in 
my cheil among my books ; not daring to 
carry them about me for fear of being rohbed 
or afTaifinated on their account. I therefore 
de fired my comrade and the Lay- brother tt 
take the two gentlemen afide, and to amufc 
them by offering a little money, in order tc 
give me time to take the two valuable packet 
out of my chctl, and to conceal them in ano- 
ther place. They did fo ; I entered my charo- 
bcr, and fhut tn^felf ut. The gentlemen 
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fbfoecVd my defign, and went to the door, 
which I had fattened oh the in fide : when my 
comrade bid me, in a low voice, be on my 
ward, as they watched me through the cracks : 
this made me fnatch the two packets out of the 
thatch in which I had already concealed them, 
Ibr fear they had feen me put them there. I 
then put them in my pocket, and feeing that 
the villains were breaking open the door, I 
threw myfelf out of the window into the gar- 
den. In a lefs preffing neccflity I would not 
have made that leap on any con fide ration ; but 
a mind feized with fear, dreads nothing but 
the firft object of its apprehenfions : I ran to 
the bottom of the garden, and threw the two 
Backets into a thicket of briars ; but was in 
flach confufion, that I did not with fufHcient 
care observe the place where I put them. 

I immediately returned to my chamber, 
which I found full of thefe robbers, fome of 
whom were ftruggling with my companion, 
while others were beating with their weapons 
on my chefts, to break them open. Knowing 
that there was now nothing in them of great 
value, I took courage, and bid them take care 
what they did, as I was fent for by the King 
«f Ptrfia, and that t{ie Prince of Georgia would 
take a fevere revenge for the violence that was 
ofiered me. I then mewed the King of Ptrfia's 
paflport, which one of the gentlemen took, 
aad was going to tear it, faying, he neither 
feared nor valued any man upon earth ; but 
the other flopped him ; for the writing in ^old^ 
and the tfU feal infpired \\\;ti \sVAv \<^y^» 

Vol. XV. M ^ 
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He, however, bid me open my cheils, and 
faid that no harm mould be done me ; but if 
I made any farther refiftance, they would 
fever my head from my body. I began to re- 
ply initead of fhcuing my obedience ; but this 
nad like to have colt me dear ; for one of the 
foldiers drew his fvvord, and was aiming it at 
my head, when the Lay- brother flopped his 
arm. I now immediately opened the cheib, 
they began to plunder them, and every thing 
that pleafed thefe gentlemen were taken away. 
During the time this pillage lafted, 1 leaned 
againft a window, and turning my eyes away 
from thefe wretches, that J might not encreafe 
my grief by beholding them, 1 caft a look into 
the garden, and there perceived two (bldien 
removing the brambles, juft where I fuppofed 
J had concealed my two packets of jewels. I 
ran in a rage to the place, followed by one of 
the Tkeatine fathers ; but the foldiers, J knew 
not why, retired as foon as they faw us coming 
towards them. I inftantly fought for my two 
packets ; but the confufion I was in prevented 
my knowing the place where I had put them, 
and my not finding them, made me certain- 
that they had difcovered and taken them away* 
The reader may judge from the value of thefe 
packets, which amounted to 25,000 crowns* 
of the condensation with which I was feized. 
In the mean while my comrade and the Lay- 
brother calling me as loud as they were ablt, 
I left the garden, and ran into the chamber. 
On my entering it, I was feized by two foldien 
who dragged mc into a cqiiky, avvd took every 
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thing they found in my pockets, which was 
of no great value. They then feized my hands, 
and attempted to tye them. I cried out — I 

lefifted 1 made figns that they fhonld lead 

me to their mafrer. — I caufed the chief of the 
villains to be told, that they need not tie me, 
cither to carry me away, or to kill me ; for I 
was difpofed to fubmit to whatever they did 
with me. They replied, that fince we were 
Ambafladors, they would take me to their 
Prince. I let them know, that we would go 
without being tied, and that wc hoped he 
would do us juftice, as we had letters to him, 
to which he would certainly (hew refpeft. It 
was late, the night approached, and the 
Prince's caflle was at fifteen miles diftance^ 
they therefore releafed us, and only took the 
ftrvint who had been tied to a tree, and whofe 
Bbtrty I procured a fortnight after for ten 
piafters. 

. As foon. as I was out of the hands of thefe 
fobbers, I went into the garden : the Prieft 
who had followed me when 1 went to fetch the 
two packets of jewels I had concealed, told 
every body in the houfe of the misfortune I 
believed I had fuffcred, and nobody doubted 
fcat that thefe foldiers having obferved me, had 
followed and taken what I had concealed among 
the brambles. Allaverdy, one of our Armenian 
valets, followed me, and to my great allonifli- 
xnent threw his arms about my neck, with his 
face bathed in tears. Sir, faid he, we are 
ruined. Fear and the common misfortune 
have made us forget what we a\\ axe. \ wa 
M 2 *> 
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at firfl fo frrj-rized, that I took him for foai 
bl'nuTrtVian who was j-oing to ftrangle me, a» 
when J knew him, 1 was moved by his tendca 
nefs. Sir, (aid he, have you made a thoroagi 
fearch ? J Jiave fearchedfo much, cried I, du 
I am quite Cure of my misfortune. He W3 
not contented with this ; he would have m 
(hew him the place, and the manner in whic 
1 concealed them. I did fo merely cut < 
complajfaiice for the poor youth who fliewe 
fuch affection ; but was fo fully perfuade 
that he would lofe his labour, that I weal 
not aflift him. It was now night, and I was i 
uncafy that I knew not what I did ; but a 
length to my great aftoniihment, jilla<um 
came again to carefs me, and ^ave mc the tw 
packets whicli he pulled out of his bofom. 
could not help imagining that the finger < 
heaven was in this, and believing now \fo 
I was the care of the Almighty, I became coc 
ddent of the divine affiftance, and entertaine 
thofe hopes of deliverance, that have cv* 
fince fupportcd me under all my diflrefTes. 

I now went to my chamber, and told m; 
comrade of my fuccefs. 1 found him puttir.j 
our things in order. What they had take 
confided of cloaths, Unncn, arms, brafs vefleh 
and other things of fmall value, which did nc 
amount to 400 crowns ; and we agreed to con 
ceal the recovery of my two packets from th 
Theathiesy that they might think we had litd 
clfe 10 lofe. 

The next morning the Prefect of the Tbu 
////si, and the Lay-brother, went with me * 

<S 
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the Prince, and the Catholicos, to demand juf- 
ticc ; but neither of them could give us any fa- 
tisfaction. The Prince obferved, that while 
the war lafled, he had but little authority over 
the nobility ; but at another time he would 
have done his utmoft to recover what we had 
loft. The Catholicos, to whom we gave a 
cafe of filver halted knives and forks, talked 
in the fame manner, and endeavoured to com- 
fort us. They, however, each of them ap- 
Sointed a gentleman to go on their parts to 
emand what had been taken from us ; but 
their endeavours to find the robbers were inef- 
fectual ; from them we learnt that the Princefs 
was concerned in the robbery, and had a third 
part of the fpoils ; and that the Turks had en- 
tered Mingrcliay and were laying wafte all the 
country through which they patted with fire 
and fword. 

I was now m fo resigned a diipofition, that 
this news did not much move me; the Tbea- 
tinesy however, were filled with terror, and both 
they and wc prepared for flight. At midnight 
we heard the report of two great guns, fired 
from the fortrefs of Rttcks to give notice of the 
approach of the enemy. At this fignal every 
body began to fly ; and at break of day we 
©urielves fet out. I left every thing that had 
been buried, and concealed in the roof and 
other places, thinking them much farer than 
wh?.t we took with us. The Theatines had no 
other carriage but one cart drawn by bullocks, 
and two hories. In the cart was carried the 
haggage, the Lay-brother mounted otv^ of ^ 
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horfes, and my comrade, who was fick, n 
the other, while two Tbtatine Fryars and I i 
lowed on foot, accompanied by all the da 
and fervants. One of the Fryars (laid afc 
to guard the houfe, in which were a thool 
things that we could not take away for w 
of carriages. I left my books, moil of 
papers, and my mathematical inftruments, ii 
fining that neither the Turki, nor the Min^ 
lians would take the trouble to remove th< 
The wars there con fitting chiefly in chafing; 
plundering, the enemy loon retires.. For i 
reafon they always leave a perfon or two ate 
houfe, to prevent the neighbours dealing 
corn, wine, and other things that could noi 
carried away* Thefe men are feldom i 
prized by the enemy, becaufe they are alw 
upon the watch,, and take care to efcape i 
the woods, which are not only near, but thi 
and proper for concealment. 

The place to which we retired was a fort 
in the woods, like thofe I have already 
fcribed. The Lord of the place who was cal 
Saiatar, was a Georgia*, who had been a 1 
bometan, and had turned Chriftian. We arri 
at his caftle, after having proceeded five leag 
through the dirt and mire, in which the < 
Was continually flicking fall, fo th.it it * 
obliged to be unloaded and leaded twe 
times. Mean while we were in contir 
danger of being robbed and murdered, 
met with a favourable reception, and 
Ibeatines telling the Lord Sabatar thai 
would repay the obligttta&i l& (hould coi 
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Co us, he lodged us in a bakehoufe, a little 
mean hut, in which we were flieltered, but 
little better than if we had been in the open 
court, for the rain poured in on all fides. Our 
laving it was however a great favour, as it 
prevented our being mingled with a multitude 
of miferable objects. The fortrefs was full of 
poople before we arrived, and contained 80a 
perions, almoft all of whom were women and 
children. 

On the 27th, the Prefect of the Theatinet 
left us to go to the< houfe for fome veflels and 

frovifions we had left behind. I defigned to 
ave accompanied him ; but he fet out two- 
fcours before day. On entering the houfe, he 
found it full of rangers belonging to the Bnjja 9 
and the Prince of Guriel who beat him with 
iheir ftaves, and infilled on his opening the 
church, faying, he had concealed there all the 
treafure; tut the Prefedl had call the key 
among the brambles, immediately on his per- 
ceiving them, and notwithstanding the ill treat- 
ment he received, he refufed to tell where it 
was. At length, dripping hrm of part of 
his cloaths, and taking out of the houfe only 
fuch things as were light and of little value, 
they went away, without touching either my 
books or my papers. However, on the zpth, 
a gentleman of Mingrdia with thirty or his 
men, went thither in the night, and uncovered 
clmoft all the roof of my chamber, with the 
hopes of finding fomething, I might have' con- 
cealed. He carried off all the chefts that had 
ken fcft^ and my more curabetfoxxv^ hvgn*wM&* ^> 
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in iliort, every thing which the Turks had V 
except what was of great value, which he ha 
pily did not difcovcr. This rapacious wret 
having no light, male a fire with my pajx 
and books ; tearing clF the covers becauie tb 
were finely gilt : for J had caufed my beft boo 
to be curioufly bound before I left faris, a 
this villain did not leave me one. 

On the 30th in the morning, I with the dee 
eft concern, learnt thefe particulars. We I 
gan to be in want of the neceflaries of lil 
jny fervants were reduced to deipair, a 
we had nothing before our eyes f but the pj 
fpec"l of death or flavery. This made me 1 
folve to hazard every thing in order to I« 
Mingrelia while I had flrength to do it, 
cauied guides to be every where fought for } 
promifed, I entreated, I made prefents, I 
none would conduct me. They told me tl 
men in arms pofTefTed all the paftes of Imeret 
between Mingrelia and Georgia, and that 
would be the grcateft folly to go thither, fii 
we fhould all be certainly made flaves. I tl 
propofed to make the tour of Mount Catucj 
or to proceed along the fca (hore ; but nobc 
would conduct me : for it can fcarcely be a. 
ceived how afraid the Mingrelians are of deal 
no reward can induce them to undergo 1 
leaft danger, 

Sabatar, to whom the fortrefs belonged, r 
.now fubmitted to the Turks, and was not 01 
to enjoy all his lands ; but to have a Turi 

J;uard for the fecurity of his caftle : for wh: 
c was to pay 25 flaves, and 800 crowos, w h: 
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ic was refolved to raife among thofe to whom 
It had granted his prote&ion. From every 
family that had four children, he took one ; 
and it was the moil dreadful light in the world, 
10 fee them torn from the arms of their mothers, 
tied two and two, and led to the Turks. I was 
taxed at 20 crowns. 

At length I was conftrafncd to take the re- 
solution to go by fea, that is to take a compafs 
of 70 leagues ; for that purpofe I went to 
Jmarglfia, a village and fmall port, already de- 
(bribed, and having found there a Turkijb fe- 
lucca, I freighted her for Gcnia, and returned 
to the houfe of the Thtatiues, to prepare for the 
toyage. 

1 left the caftle on the 10th of November 
early in the morning, having agreed with my 
comrade on the methods I mould take, in on 
derto deliver him out of Mhigrelia, if it mould 
pleafe God to give me a happy voyage. I 
took with me a hundred thouiand livres in 
precious ftones, and 800 pi Holes in gold ; with 
a part of the baggage that remained. The 
jewels were concealed in a faddle made in Eu- 
npejot that purpofe, and in a pillow. 1 took 
one of our fervants with mc, the fame whom 
I had redeemed from flavery/who was a wick- 
ed drunken fellow, and whom it was not fafe 
to leave in Mingrefia. Father Zampy accom- 
panied me, as he had always done, and the 
lay-brother alfo went with me to Anarghi.;* 
The Prefect and I walked, becaufe, we could 
only hire one horfe, on which was placed my 
baggage 3°^ w y v *I et 5 but the Ld^ lyK&Wt* 
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rode on horfeback, he having a horfe of hi$ 
own. I cannot e*prefs the fatigue we endured 
in the two days we were upon the road, for it 
gained very hard, and we were obliged to wade 
through the mini, in which! commonly funk 
tibove the knees. On the night of the fecond 
day we arrived at Anarghia % ibaked throngs 
with rain. 

On the 19th, Father Xamfy received advice, 
that the night before, the church had bee> 
broke open, and nothing left but the bare walls; 
the tomb had been opened, and every thins 
taken out, which the poor Theatine who had 
been left in the houfe, had buried in it. ' It u 
cafy to imagine the apprehenfions with which 1 
was feized at receiving this news ; I having kfi 
above 7000 piftoles buried in the church. 1 
immediately difpatched a meflenger with a let- 
ter to my comrade, who wrote me word thai 
they had not touched our money, and that everj 
thing we had buried was fafe. This news re* 
vived my courage, and I went to haften the 
Turks, of whom I had hired the felucca. 

While I ftaid at Anargbia I was invited to 
two chriftenings, which were performed ia 
the following manner :"the Prieft being fenl 
for at about ten o'clock in the morning, went 
into the buttery where they keep the wine, and 
fitting down on a bench began to read an hall 
torn octavo volume, running on very faft in J 
low voice, and in fo carelefs a manner that h< 
did not feem to regard what he was doing. In 
about a quarter of an hour the father and 
godfather brought in a bo^' about five yean 
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aid ; and the godfather having fixed up a fmall 
candle again ft the cabin door, fcattcred a few 
grains ot incenfe upon a few embers. The 
rrieft ftill continued reading in the fame carc- 
lefe manner, breaking off to fpcalc to every 
body that came in ; the father and godfather 
were all the time walking in and out, and the 
little boy did nothing but eat. In about ait 
hour's time a bucket full of warm water was, 
got ready* and the Prieft having poured into it 
a fpoonful of the oil of walnuts, bid che god- 
father undrefs the child r which being done, 
he was fet on his feet in the water, and the 
godfather wafhed his whole body very well. 
The prieft then took out of a leather purfe, 
which hung at his girdle, a fmall quantity of 
die oil of unftion, and giving it to the god- 
father, he anointed the child on the crown of 
the head, the ears, the forehead, the nofe, the 
cheeks, the chin, the fhoulders, the elbows, 
the back, the belly, the knees and the feet, 
while the Prieft continued reading till the god* 
father had drafted the child ; when the fa- 
ther bringing in boiled pork and wine, they 
fet down to table, with the family and the 
gueiis, and foon got drunk. 

All the other acts of religion are celebrated 
with the fame irreverence. One day as I was 
going by a church, the Prieft who was faying 
niafs "heard me afk the way of fome people who 
were Handing at the door, and cried out from 
the altar, Stay and I'll ihew you. A moment 
after became to the door, muttering the mafs 
as he walked ; ;hvn having aik*;i, vtacc^ ^^ 
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came, and whither we were goii 
flicwed us the way, and returned 



CHAP. III. 

The Author leaves Anarghia. 
Black Sea dtfcribed. He proct, 
where he is again reduced to grea 
leaving that fonvn, he pajjes ove, 
cafus, which is de/cribed. Hep 
Acalzika and Gory, and arri> 
From thence he returns by Land i 
liver bis Comrade whom he had 
grelia, and recover the Trea/ur 
The Treachery of a di/carded Vol 
feattd in his Schemes, * 

ON the 27th of November I 
and after an hour's failing re; 
for the river Langur is very rapid 
ceeded with great fwiftsefs down 
The Euxine or Black Sea is 2c 
length, nearly from eall to weft, ai 
breadth from the Bo/phorus to the 
about three degrees : but the op 
not half fo broad. The water ol 
pears neither fo elear, fo green, 
the ocean, which probably aril 
great rivers that d i (charge them ( 
It did not receive its name from 
the water, but from the tempeJ 
bid to be thet« more frec^cutaxK 
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xi in other feas ; hence the Greeks gave it the 
He of Axin, which fignifies intractable, and 
; Turks that of Cora Denguis, or the flormy 
; for car a, which properly means black, 
3 fignifies flormy. 

Dnthe 29th we reached the river Phafis, and 
>ccedcd a mile up it, to fome houfes where 
matter of the felucca landed, and put fome 
ids on fhore. The river Phafis has its fource 
Mount Caucafuf, and is now called by the 
iple of the country the Rione. It is con- 
id within a narrow bed/ and runs with great 
idity. I fought for the great city of Sebafia 
ich geographers have placed at the mouth 
the Phafis ; but the nuns of that city, like 
fe of Colchis, have no traces of them left, 
that I obferved to have any conformity 
:h what the ancients have written of this 
t of the Black Sea is, that it abounds with 
•afants. There are authors, (and among 
ers Martial) who fay, that the Argonauts 
ught thofe birds from Greece, where they 
I never been feen before, and that they gave 
m the name of pheafants, from their being 
en on the banks of the Phafis. This river 
urates Mingrelia from the principality of 
•/>/, and the litde kingdom of Imeretta. 
}n the the 30th in the afternoon we arrived 
Genia, about forty miles from the Phafis. 
is is a large fquare cattle built of hard 
gh ftonesof an extraordinary fize, fituated. 
a fandy bottom on the fea fhore. It has nei- 
r ditch nor fortifications, and only coti&fts 
four fqunre walls, fortified v/tth. \NNf> ^w.w 
'ol. XV. N * 
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of cannon, and defended by a garfifon of 
fmall number of Janizaries. Within it ai 
about thirty fmall low, inconvenient woode 
houfes, and near it is a village that contaii 
about the fame number. 

Here is a cuftom-houfe belonging to- th 
Grand Seignor, but the officers pay no refoei 
cither to the quality of the per Ions who fan 
there, or to the the Sultan's paflports. Thai 
who command in this extremity of the empin 
chink themfelves fo far from him, that hi 
hand cannot reach them. 

Our felucca no fooner came to land tha 
my valet leaped aftiore, killed the earth, an 
ihewed the moft extravagant and frantic fign 
of joy; and then entering the caftle, left m 
at a time when I moft wanted him. Soon aftc 
the cuitom-hoiife officer and the Lieutenant 
Governor came to fee my things landed, an 
to receive the duty: they inttantly let m 
know that they were informed of my being a 
European* and of all the misfortunes that ha 
happened to me in Mingrelia. This furprize 
me, for I found I was betrayed by my rafci 
of a valet. The officer of the cuftoxns afkc 
me feveral queftions, and gave orders for o 
amining my goods; but they could find &c 
thing 1 wanted to conceal. My {addle, how 
ever, weighed very heavy, and this rendered i 
ifcfpe&ed, efpecially as the Turkijh faddles ar 
extremely light. It was examined and handle 
on all fides ; but being able to find noihin 
'vithin it befides hair and wadding, they Lai' 
it down* 
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Of the 8co piftoles I had brought, I carried 
Jialf of them about me, and the other half in 
a wallet, fattened with a padlock, with fome 
things, which though of imall value, I knew 
the Turh would feize if they faw them. The 
cuftom-houfe officer and his janizaries being 
told of this, wallet, ordered me to open it, on 
which I told them that 1 would freely do it in 
the houfe ; but not on the fca fhore before fo 
many men. On which the officer of the cuf- 
toms took me home with him to his houfe, and 
the Lieutenant-Governor went with us. The 
latter made me pay the value of one per cenU 
on my goods, and the other five. The cuftom- 
houfe officer likewife took 22 piftoles in gold, 
and every thing he liked that was found in my 
wallet^ among the reft he got from me a pair 
of piftols, which were the only arms I had ; 
he, however, paid me for them, but gave me 
no more than half their value. After this ra- 
pacious behaviour he invited me to lodge with 
Aim ; but I could not help exprefling my afto- 
nifhment, thai he who had unjuftly made me 

Say a duty for the gold and filver I brooght, 
lonld immediately aflume the mafk of friend- 
fhip ; but he vindicated what he had done, 
renewed his invitation, and even promis- 
ed to fupply me with a guard to protect my 
baggage, and conduit me over the mountains. 
But though he renewed his entreaties, and as 
I afterwards found, really meant me well, yet 
I was afraid of accepting his invitations, for 
fear he mould take that opportunity of caufir^ 
N 2 ^1 



my fuddle, and my deaths to be n 
ly examined. 

It was almoft night when I lei 
of the cuiloms, who was alfo Gov 
territory of Gonia. My valet had 
baggage to the place where the m< 
with us lodged. This was a wretc 
which admitted the air on all fides, 
dirty and (linking as poflible. I t 
many compliments of condolence 
ufe the term, for all the men ap 
for my lofs, and blamed me for 
them keep the wallet for me ; thei 
ing no duty. While I was eating 
biicuit, a janizary came to tell m; 
the Lieutenant-Governor wanted 
valet went, and an hour after the 
ry came for me. I found the Li< 
my valet fitting together both drur 
obliged me to eat and drink, th< 
demanded 200 ducats, as due t( 
from all Chriftian church -men who 
this occafioned a long difpute ; I ; 
retire, but was detained by force, a 
to be put in irons, and was at 
efcape by paying an hundred di 
Lieutenant, and four to die jani 
this was not all, the Lieutenant ol 
entreat him to accept of the mo 
fwear that I would not complain 

The next morning the officer of 
fent a party of foldiers to my mi 
ings to examine again my fad< 
{t&rch me : but though they filled 
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■greateff uneafmefs, they could make no dif- 
oovery. After this, I was allowed two men 
to carry my baggage, and a Turk to conduflt 
me as far as Acalzaka ; he alfo gave me a paflf- 
port, and advifed, that I and my valet mould 
wear a white turban, in order to be treated 
with the greater refpett. This I did, and 
fet out at tight in the morning, tranfported 
with joy, -at leaving fo wicked and dangerous 
a place, and at having nothing more to fear. 
I then began to feel fome peace of mind. For 
five months pail I had (altered the mod dread- 
ful .tgitations : Infult, flavery, marriage, the 
lofs of my fubftance and liberty, during all 
this time di it rafted my mind by turns, and a 
thoufand real evils had kept me under the 
deepeft dejection. I now afcended mount 
Caucafus with a lightnefs which furprized my 
porters : for the body is literally light when 
the heart is eafed of a heavy load ; this is true 
without a figure ; for I feemed to have been 
delivered from the weight of a mountain. I 
now proceeded four leagues .together among 
•the rocks. 

The next day, which was the third of 
December, I proceeded five leagues on foot, 
three men carrying my baggage. We went 
frequently fo near the molt frightful precipices, 
that it was impoffible to avoid being ftruck with 
terror. We kept conftantly afcending, and in 
thefe five leagues had not a level path of two 
tniles in extent. I arrived in the evening at a vil- 
lage inhabited by Turks and Cbriftians % where 
N 3 ^ 
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the rain and fiiow obliged us to flay all the 
next day. 

On the 5 th and 6th, I proceeded elevei 
leagues ; but I could not ride above five of 
them, being every moment obliged to dif- 
Mour.t, on account of difficult paflages, and 
the rough nefs and lharpnefs of the way, where 
the horits could fcarce keep their feet. The 
two following days 1 advanced fix teen leagues* 
and reached the top of Mount Caucajus ; for 
the four following leagues we were continually 
defcending. At -half way of the defcent, we 
law the ruins of many caftlcs and churches 
deilroyed by the Turks. 

Jjta is divided by a chain of mountains* 
one at the end of the other, the three higheft 
of which have been named Taurus* Imaus and 
Caucafus. The firft advances fartheft fate 
JJut, and the whole chain in general is called 
by the narr.e of Mount Taurus, 1 fay in- gene- 
ral, becaufe each part has its particular dame 1 ! 
by which it is called by the nation neareft it. 

But co return to the description ofMotnt 
Caucajus ; which is the higheft mountain, and 
the moft difficult to pafs of any I have fee* 
It has frightful precipices, and in many place* 
the roads are cut out of the folid rock. Whei 
I patted it* it was entirely covered with faow; 
which was almoft every where ten feet deep 
and my conductors were in many placa 
obliged to clear it away with fhovels: die] 
wore fnow fhoes in the form of rackets with 
cutlumdles, which prevented their finking u 
the fnow, *nd enabled x\vem \& YWHfttk ^j* 
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riftnefs u|n it. The top of Mount Cautafus, 
hich is ejpht leagues over, is indeed perpe- 
lally covoed with it. I patted the night of 
e 7th am 8th in the midft of the fnow ) 
here I caufed fome fir-trees to be cut down, 
id lay upon the boughs by the fide of a 
eat fire. On our arrival at the top, my 
udu&ors made long prayers to their images, 
do us the favour to prevent a wind ; and in- 
sed if it had been high, we fhould doubtlefs 
are been buried in the fnow, for as it is as 
lall as dull, a little wind fills the air with it. 
he horfes funk fo often into holes covered by 
that I often thought we fhould lofe them, 
almoft conftantly walked on foot, and did not 
ie above eight leagues in eroding this fright- 
1 mountain, which is thirty-fix leagues over. 
During the two laft days, I feemed in the 
ouds, not being able to fee twenty paces he- 
re me. 'Tis true, the firs with which the 
p of the mountain is covered, greatly ob- 
udt the view. On defcending it, I faw the 
ouds move under my feet. On our reaching 
ie bottom, we entered a beautiful and fer- 
Ie valley, three miles broad, covered with 
llages, and watered by the river Kur 9 which 
ifTes through the middle of it. 
Mount Caucafus is fertile almoft to the top, 
id its- fides abound in honey, corn, fruits, 
>g» and large cattle. The vines twine about 
e trees, and rife fo high that the inhabitants 
innot gather the fruit from the upper branches, 
here are many ftreams of excellent HOtoet* toA 
gr^at number of villages. It Nm ^fc xtcqr. 
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of vintage, and I found both the grapes mi 
the new and old wine admirably good. The 
peafants live in cabins built of wood, each f*» 
mily having four or five of them, and in the 
mid It of the largeft they make a great fire, 
which ferves for all the cottages around it. 
The women grind the corn as often as they 
want bread, and bake the dough on round 
&ones, about afoot in diameter, and hollowed 
two or three fingers deep. The ftone beinr 
well heated, they put the dough into it, ana 
cover it with hot afhes, and burning embers. 
In fome places they only fweep a part of the 
hearth, place the dough ' upon it, and cover 
it with hot a (Ties in the fame manner. Yet 
the crufl is white enough, and the bread vt- 
ry good. I lodged every night. at the houfe 
of a peafant, of whom I hired horfes, and me« 
to carry my baggage. The Turk who had 
been given ine as my conductor, caufed me to 
be as fpeedily and as well Served as the place 
would permit. The natives fupplied us with 
fowls, eggs, pulfe, and fruit in abundance; 
for every houfe in the neighbourhood brought 
a great jug of wine, a baflcet of fruit, and ano- 
ther of bread. For all thie nothing was de- 
manded, and my conductor hindered me even 
from making them any prefent in return. 

The inhabitants of thefe mountains are foi 
the moil part Cbriftians of the Georgian church* 
They have very fine complexions, and I hav< 
feen among them very beautiful women. Thej 
.are infinitely better accommodated than the 
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On the oth I proceeded five leagues in the 
••tile plain already mentioned, where the 
lis with which it is bounded, are covered with 
great number of cattle. And at night I ar- 
vtd at Acalz&a. This is a fortrefs built on 
)unt Caucafus* In a hollow between near 
enty little hills, from which it«nay beeaiily 
ttered down on any fide. It has a double 
ill and towers, with ancient battlements on 
; top; but it has very few guns. On thcfe 
linences are about 400 houfes, all of them 
w and lately built; the only ancient build- 
*s are two Armenian churches. The town is 
labited.by Turks, Armenians* Georgians, Greeks 
d Jews. The Chriflians have churches, and 
* Jews a fynagogue. There is alfo a fmall 
avan&rai built of wood, as are moft of the 
ufes in the place. The river Kur or Cyrus 
fTes near it ; it has its fource in mount Cau- 
is, and at length difchargcs itfelf into the 
2ck Sea. The Bafla ofAcalzi&a lodges in the 
trefs, and die principal officers and militia 
'ell in the neighbouring villages. 
On the 13th at two hours after midnight, I 

out from Acalzika, proceeding to the eaft, 
i having gone three leagues, found the plain 
Acalzika contract, .and the mountains ap^ 
>ach each other, fo that the plain is not more 
tn half a league In breadth. It has there a 
)ng Turkijh caftle built on a rock, on the 
e of the river Kur. The foot of this rock is 
:ircled by a double wall, and about it is a 
;le town on the land between the fortrefs 
ixhe opposite mountain. As ttatt\*Vst«. 
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in officer of the cuffoms, I was under 
prehenfions of being flopped and e 
but they differed me to pafs withou 
tion. This town is named UJker, 
leagues from thence we afcended a 
that (eparates Perfia from the domini< 
Turh t and then proceeded along the 
Upon this mountain are many villag 
foot runs the Kur, and we there fee 
of feveral caftles, fortreflbs* and chur 
tiges of the former grandeur of the 
and of the conquefts of the Turks am 

The two following days we pa/Tec 
the delightfal plain of Surbam, fry a 
}age, with a fortrefs of the fame nan- 
plain is covered with little woods, 
faiall eminences, the fcoufes of plea 
the fmall caflles of the Georgian Lor< 
£ne country is entirely cultivated, 
pa/fed over a mountain, leaving on tl 
city, which has now no more than i 
inhabited houfcs ; though it is faid to 
formerly 1 2,000, and to have been tl 
Bifhop. 

On my defcending this laft moun re- 
proached Gory, but in ft cad of ente 
town, went dire&ly to the houfe of ( 
who are Italian Miflionaries of the < 
tion de propaganda fide % to whom I had 
recommendation. I related to thofe f 
misfortunes I had fuffered in Mingr, 
my being obliged to leave there the 
had brought for the King of Perfia, \ 

jofmy comrade, and &axl vm 
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trtia in fearch of afHftance ; entreating them 
give it me. They were touched with my 
treflTes ; with the dangers to which my com- 
ic was ilill expofed, and with the hazard of 
• lofing our fuoftance . They allured me thai 
y would do every thing in their power to 
ire me, as foen as they received the orders 
their Prcfeft, who was at Tcfij, the capital 
Georgia. They gave me fuch reafons for 
ng thither, that frefolved to fet out imme* 
tely, and having hired horfes for me, the 
erior diredled a Lay-brother named Angelo dt 
trio, to accompany me. 
This Lay-brother was both an honed man* 
I an able phyfician and burgeon. He had 

happinefs to cure feveral d ilea fes anxl fome 
unos that were here thought incurable, on 
ich account he was «uch refpe&cd and eC- 
med. He was well acquainted with the 
guage. and tlve different parts of thefe coun- 
:s, and being alfo endowed with much good 
fc, courage and patience, I could not nave 
ctter companion. 

(n two days we arrived at Tejis. The 
y-brothcr # who accompanied me, led me to 

convent of the Cafnclim f where having no 
ic to lofe, 1 immediately told the Prefedf the 
ife of my journey, and gave him my letters 
recommendation. He was foon fenfible of 

neceflity of going at all hazards to endea- 
lr to recover what 1 had left there. It was 
eed to fay, I was a Tkeathte, who had been 
j by thofc of Colchis, to beg affiftaucc o€ tta. 
ytchitu, and thev wexc to \cu& w& <& ^»* 



144 to* John CrtAftDi: 
Companions with me, in 
away, on account of thcii 
greateft diilrefs by the wz 
This was no fconer de 
pared for the journey ; I 
die and my pillow, the je 
in them, ar.d putting the 
ttitted them to the care 
thought we flioulif never I 
, horfes ; fojr no body wo 
"hlingrclia ; but at la It by 
we gained over two men, 
their horfes and cloaths ir 
fobbed of them. I *Jfo di 
played me a thoufand vj 
many times attempted m 
had export ulatcd with hit 
ftances of treachery of w 
ty, I paid him for tl 
ferved me, and exhorte 
But the mildnefs of th 
fed upon him : h<* w? 
Lfi milled in a ftrange cou? 

[J fo fear fomething fatal 

|f Was tempted to lay hi; 

l#! have done for a won 

lift Kaving fuch credit at 

\f if with the greareft e; 

the reader wilf foon 
faid for me. 

On the 20th of L 
ther Angeh* and a 
Capuchins, who had 
and all the nz\«hb< 
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efe& recommended as a perfon on whom 
jht place the greatefl confidence. We 
only five men with four horfes. Brother 
rand r mounted two ; the two others car* 
provifions, and we every where gave out, 
ire. were going infearch of the Tbeatiues of 
etia. We again palled mountains covered 
"now, and at length coming to the banks 
urge river, croiTed it in a boat ; then de- 
ing a mountain, we entered a large val- 
hat extends into Mingrelia, and is watered 
veral (beams. Here we lay in a village 
i Sefano, fituated in the fineft part of the 
ry of Imeretta. 
zno is near a cattle belonging to an old 

aunt to the King of Imeretta, who being 
5ck, and hearing that a Capuchin was ar- 
at the village, lent for him, all the Mif- 
ies being in thefe countries taken forphy- 
s, and indeed they all pra&ife phyfic. 
ier Angelo went to her, and was in hopes 
aking this event turn to our advantage. 

Hours after he left us, to my great fur- 
, a Capuchin of Gory arrived on norfeback 
a guide, to inform us, that the valet I 
lifiniiTed had been at Gory, where he had 
rered all he knew of my enterprise ; fwcar- 
ruin me, and that he was gone nobody 
' whither. This news greatly alarmed me, 
having given the Capuchin a thoufand 
:s, I prevailed on him to accompany us. 
le next day we proceeded five leagues 
igh the above plain, which cwttt&xA tdasc| 
res and woods ; leaving ou o>at fv^ax. ^a» 
t. XV. O fa*w& 
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fortrefs of Scander, faid by the natives to 1 

been built by Alexander the Great. We at 

wards pa/Ted by Cbicaris, a village that 

tains fifty houfes, and took up our lodgirzj 

the diftance of a league from it; where we * 

obliged to day two days ; our carriers rerul 

to proceed any farther. The news of the v 

with which they were entertained by t% 

paflenger, made their hearts fail them ; 

they were feized with the dread of being lee 

death or flavery. To raife their courage, 

called the carriers and thtGeorgian recomme 

ed by the Prefeft, and told them that they 

nothing to fear ; that we were well infon 

of every thing; that we had our lives 

goods to preferve as well as they, and thai 

would anlwerfor the fafety of their hories 

pcrfons. One of them then fpoke for the : 

and defired me to give them a writing by wl 

I would engage to buy them, in cafe 1 

fhould be taken for flaves, or give 1 20 cro 

to their wives, if they fhould die. - Thi 

readily granted, and making them alfo c 

great promifes, prevailed on them to proc 

The next day we reached Cotatis and loc 

at the houfe of the Bifhop, who was no 

home, but his officers knowing brother An 

gave us a very kind reception. Cotatis 

town built at the foot of a hill on the bant 

the river Pbafis, and contains only about 

houfes. At a little diftance are thofd of 

Lords and the King's palace. The town 

^neither fortifications nor w*\\% *nd is v 

'where open, except being VutalfcA. V& ^gw 



through MiNORELlA into PatstA. 14; 
the river and a mountain, at the foot of which 
it is fituated. On a higher mountain on the 
other fide of the river oppofite the town, is 
the fertrefs of Cotatis, which has a high double 
wall, lengthened with towers. 

I flayed at the town all the next day, when 
while I was at dinner with the two Capuchins-; 
the carriers and ray guide, being alfo, accor- 
ding to the cuftom of the country, at table with 
us ; I faw the rogue of a valet, enter with aa 
Armenian and a Prieft, who came to (hew him 
the houfe. I was not much furprized at feeing 
him, for my apprehensions kept him conAant- 
ly in my thoughts. I did not however, dis- 
cover the lead fear : I imagined he was turn- 
ed Mahometan from his wearing a turbant* 
The villain entered with fury in his looks, and 
feated himfelf by my men, without being 
tflted. This infolence offended me ftiU more, 
ind I afked, from whence he came. He re- 
died, from Acalxika, whence he had come in 
wo days. I afk'd, if the way was fo eafy and 
he mountains fo little covered with fnow, 
lat he could crofs them in fo fhort a time, 
lie way is the word in the world, he cried, 
d the mountains are covered with fnow like 
ofe we paflod in coming to Gonia. You (hall 
, for you mull come to Acalxika, I have or- 
-3 from the Bafla to bring you to that town. 
u mull have more force to carry me thither, 
1 I, for I have no bufinefs there. You are 
advifed ; you know I paid you at TtJUs ; 
if you are not fatisficd, -youov^BL\Ao\sc&& 
vn vour demands ; fox mtawx vtat ^ 

O 2 ** 
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far as Acalziia on fo trifling an affair, there ate 
fufficient numbers at Cotatis capable of derid- 
ing it. This I fpoke with the greateft mildnefi 
poflible. But the villain turned with a furious 
air to his companion, and bid him bring in the 
Turks. He went out immediately, but this 
was only an artifice to terrify me : I was in- 
deed extremely frighted, and thought myfelf 
loft. The Prieft of Cotatis was ignorant of 
what patted, becaufe we talked in the Turbjb 
tongue ; but being informed by father Angd* 
of the nature of the difpute, and the equity of 
my propofal, he immediately interefted him- 
felf in the affair, and with feveral Gtorgians, 
prefled the fellow to agree to fo reafonable an 
offer ; but the more they faid t the more info- 
lent and abuiive he grew. Till at laft, lofing 
all patience, I ftruck at him with my fword ; 
but they (lopped my hand, and the villain fled 
in a great fright. 

It was now refolved that brother Angela fhould 
the next morning proceed forward into Mingre- 
lia, while the other Capuchin and I fhould flay 
behind ; the principal reafon was our being un- 
able either to buy or hire horfes, and the nc- 
ceflity offending one for the ufe of my partner. 

The next day, which was the 2d of Jattu- 
ery, brother Angela fet out with all the horfes 
and men I had brought from Teflis, while I re- 
turned to Chicaris with the Capuchin, where 
we propofed to wait till brother Angetfs re- 
turn. 

I had continued there a fortnight, when one 
mormnz at break of day, 1 wa vyd^t*. 
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waked by my comrade. He told me that brother 
Jngelo with the men and horfes arrived at Sip- 
puu on the 9th, when to his great joy he heard 
of my arrival at Ttflis, and that I was then 
waiting for him near Cotatis. He inflantly 
prepared for the journey, dug up the cherts, 
and took out of the roof of the noufe half of 
what we had concealed there, and having (laid 
till the 1 1 th, to reft the horfes, fet out, leav- 
ing the remainder of the treafure to the care of 
the moft faithful of our valets, not daring to 
run the hazard of lofing the whole at once. 

Having proceeded thus far, he added : 

" Don't be frighted at what I am going to re- 

4€ late, every tning goes well. ' On Saturday 

" the 14th we happily arrived at Cotatis, and 

«« brother Angelo took me to the Bifhop's houfe. 

" I did not know of the menaces maae you by 

" the valet you had difmifTed, till yefterday ; 

• * if I had I mould not have flopped at Cotatis, 

" Father Angelo and our men, never once 

*' thinking of him, entreated me on Sunday 

" morning to flay till noon, in order to refrefh 

*' ourfelves a little after our fatigues. I con- 

A " fented ; but while we were at dinner, the 

€i rogue of a valet entered with twenty jani- 

" zaries. Where is my mailer ? he cried with 

" a loud voice ; he attempted to kill me, and 

" has not paid me ; but I will certainly pay 

" him. lie then looked about for you ; but 

'* not finding you, he entered another room, 

. " with the nopes of finding you concealed 

." there. I followed him ; entreated him not. 

«• to ruin us, and told him ttax \i rn^j wkw*^ 

O x w 
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" had ufed him ill, or had not ps 
" not anfwerablc for it : but thi 
" mauds be what they would, 
" immediately, if he would fa 
** the Turks. He anfwered, tha 
" this, and when he had diftni: 
€t he would come to me again. 

" He then returned to the hall 
" brother Angela to the janizari 
«' take that man to the Govern< 
*' trefs. He was inftantly feized 
" zaries looked around to fee if 
"^thing they could Heal, and caffc 
" on our cloaks carried them off. 
" all they feized, they took non< 
" npr the bags I carried about J 
" were gold and precious ftooes 
u 40,000 crowns. The moment 
'« zaries out of the houfe, I font a 
«• brother Attgelo, and conjured 
" fly with us immediately. We 
" loaded our horfes in an inftanl 
" God, are arrived in fafety, wi 
" I brought from Mingrelia ; hi 
" thing but what the janizaries 
" which is fcarcely worth two p 

It is impoffible to exprefs the 
this occafion. The Capuchin wen 
to the Biihop and the Queen, tc 
them both, and to defire them t 
deliverance of father Angela ; anc 
obtained more horfes, my comra< 
his return to Mingreha^ with five 
£way thcrefk of the tiealuicUt 1 
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with ttie Capuchin, and three men, took the 
ay to Ttflis. But being arrived at Gary, I 
it the Capuchin with a Turn of money to Co- 
tis f in order topurchafe the releafc of father 



On the evening of the 6th of February . my 
mrade arrived at Tefiis, with the rensaiadcff 
the treafure, and the valets I had left in C#A 
/, together with a Tbtatint father, and bro- 
;r Angela : as foon as I had embraced them 
und, the latter drew me afide, to tell me the 
juel of his adventure. 
M You have heard, faid he, in what man* 
ner your perfidious valet had me fcized by 
the janizaries. The Governor of the for* 
trefs of Gotatis had fent them, on his re- 
presenting that you owed him 300 crowns* 
that you were an Ambaflador; that you 
were going into Mingrelia, in fearch of the 
treafures you had left there, and that in your 
perfon he would obtain a prize that would 
enrich him for ever. The villain preued the 
janizaries who conducted me to the for- 
trek, to bind me and ufe me ill ; but there 
was among them a renegado Italian, who 
caufed me to be treated more mildly. I 
walked along as flowly as poffible, and amuf- 
ed them to give your comrade time to fly ; 
for. I did not doubt but he would take that 
flep. When they had brought me before 
the Governor, he afked the villain, if I was 
his mailer; he replied that I was not, 
and that he could not find Vi\m \ Wi *£kk. 
I eert&inly knew whore \it wa. r E>a* ^^" 
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" vernor then examined me about you ; j 

" him I did not know where yon x* 

« c bat that when you left me you defg 

" to go to Teflis. He then aflted me m 

" quelions about your quality, and told 1 

" that I mould pay the too crowns it > 

" pretended you owed. I replied, that 3 

" were a poor Fryar who had taken the tr. 

" ble to give me notice of the miferable fl 

«« to which thofe of your order were redo 

" in Mingrelia ; and upon this I was going 

" vifit them. That this was all I knew 

" you,. and that every bodv at Cotatis, fi 

«' the King to the meaneft of his fribje 

■ « knew that I made a profeffion of po vert; 

" Upon this the Governor ordering mete 

" fearched, they found the girdle you 

" given me, wherein was feven piftoles ; 

«« the jewels you had wrote to your conn 

* «' to give me, I had happily not received. ' 

" Governor then cried, Wretch where are 

'** riches thou haft promifed me ; baft thou hre 

" me this poor man to mock me ? Thou art a 

«« lain, anjL Pll order thee to he haftinadoe 

" death. My Lord, replied he, trembling, 

«' riches are in the hands of my maker's com 

«' who is at the Bift?cp 9 s. Dog as thou art, 

•* turned the Governor, why haft thou 

€€ brought him then ? Go and fetch him. 

* «« went with the fame janizaries. I was dn 

" fully affraid that he would find him ; 

«• my fear was turned into joy, when reti 

" ing the janizaries reported he was fled. ' 

" Governor flew in a rage &s?ax& ^*wr 
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who appeared confounded. I then related 
the ill offices he had done you, and how ge- 
neroufly you had paid him his wages. 
•« At night the Governor invited me to (up- 
per, ana learning that I was a phyfician, 
made me vifit fome foldiers in the fortrefs, 
to whom I adminiftered remedies. The 
next day the Queen and the Bifhop fent two 
gentlemen to the Governor to demand my 
releafe, and at noon there came two others 
from a great Lord of the country, whofe 
Lady being ill, and he hearing that I was 
confined in the fortrefs for debt, paid the 
Governor 25 crowns for my difcharge ; and 
I was releafed, notwithftanding the clamours 
of the valet, who faid that you would give 
a thoufand crowns, rather than leave me 
there. I now went to vifit the Lady, and 
a few days after father Juftin arrived at Chi- 
car is > where hearing that I was with this 
Lord, he came to me, reilored the 25 crowns, 
and we went together to Chicariu Two 
days after your comrade arrived with the re- 
mains of what had been left in Mingrelia. 
He told us the way he had taken to avoid 
coming near Cataiis ; and that he had heard 
the rogue of a valet was confined in the for- 
trefs, and probably would not efcape with- 
out due chaftifement." 
It was late, but my comrade and I could 
Dt go to fupper till after we had fome dif- 
jurie on the happy fuccefs of our labours. We 
>uld not have hoped thus to favfc wcrf &w£,> 
hen we were furrounded wxV Aaa&qgea ^> 



made us dread the lofs of al 
lofles in this fatal journey had 
more than about one per cent* 



chap, r 

J! Dtftripthn of Georgia, and 

the Inhabitants Teflis th* \ 
The Author goes to Court ; h 
his being incited to a marriage 

Georgia, by 1 which I won 
to mean the whole count 
fubjedl to Perjia f is bounded or 
€ajfia and Ri^ta f on the well b; 
on the foath by Armenia Major > 
by the Black Sea t and that j 
called Imeretta, This is, in 
whole country diftinguifhed bj 
the name of Iberia, It has i 
mountains that enclofe large 
plains; but the middle part, \ 
by the riYer Kur 7 the anciei 
moil fertile. The natives call 
thtieli, and it is fajd the Greek 
name of George/, which in th( 
nifies Labourer . 

The air of Georgia Is dry, 1 
ter, and hot in fummer* The 
not begin til! the month of A 
teih till the end of November. 
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jfore obliged to water the earth; by 
cans it produces all forts of grain and 
he greateft profufion. The bread is 
as any in world. The fruits are ex- 
and of all forts. No part of Europe 
\ finer, or better tailed pears and apples, 
>art of Afia, more excellent pomegra* 
The cattle are extremely numerous, 
' good ; the wild boars are as commoa 
elicate [as in Mingretia ; and the com- 
aple live almoft entirely upon fwine, 
re feen all over the country, and their 
lot only extremely palatable but very 
He. The wild fowl are incomparable, 
all forts. Beiides the C a/pi an Sea* 
near Georgia, and the Kur which runs 
t it, afford the greateft plenty of fea 
l-water fiih. ' * 

other country do the inhabitants drink 
, or fuch excellent wine. The vines 
•out the trees as in Mingrelia, and great 
es of wine are fent from Teflis into Ar*~ 
Media, and to Ifpaban, where it isufed 
Shah's table. «An horfe load, which is 
mdred weight, (ells for about the va- 
tght Shillings : this is the price of the 
t, for the ordinary wine does not fell 
; than half as much. Georgia alfo pro- 
reat quantities of filk, which is export* 
\trky and the neighbouring countries. 
Georgians are die handfomeft people, 
/ in the eaft; but, I believe, in the 
world ; and I never obtereek. «fc «t- 
wfon of cither {%* iu tow»»i\ 
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but I have feen fome that have been quit* 4 
gelical. Nature has given moft of the wome 
iuch graces as are no where elfe to be feen 
and it is impoffible to behold, without lovin 
them. They are tall, eafy, not encumberc 
with fat, and have flender waiils. fcut the 
injure their beauty with paint, which they ni 
as an ornament, in the fame manner as amofi; 
us are worn jewels and rich cloaths. 

The Georgians have naturally much wit, an< 
had they a proper education might poffibly b 
diflinguifhed by their learning, and their (kii 
in the arts and fcicnces ; but the neglect of al 
inftruction, and the force of ill example, ren 
der them ignorant, difhoneft, and extreme!; 
vicious. They will, with the greateft efrronte 
ry, deny what they have faid and done, an< 
afTert and vindicate the moft notorious fall 
hoods. They are irreconcileable in their ha 
tred, and never forgive ; but then they are nc 
eafily difpleafed, and never conceive a perpc 
tual hatred without juft caufe of anger* The 
are addicted to drunkennefs and luxury, whici 
are not even efteemed crimes. The church 
men get drunk as well as the laiety, and kee| 
beautiful Haves for concubines. Nobody 1 
offended at this, becaufe it is the general an 
thorized cuftom. The Prefect of the Capo 
chins aflured me, that he had heard the Catho 
licos, or Patriarch of Georgia fay, that he wh< 
• at the great feafts, as Cbrifimas and Softer 
does not get quite drunk, ought not to h 
- elleemcd a Cbriftian* and dcferve* to be ex 
ccfljmunicated. The v/oxdjkiwwAAy«w* 
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than the men ; their defires are warm, and they 
are even more to blame than the other fex for 
that torrent of impurity that overflows the 
country. The Georgians are alfo great ufurers, 
they feldom lend without pledges, and the 
loweft intereft they take is 2 per cent, a month. 
In other refpecls the Georgians are civil, friend- 
ly, and appear with great gravity. Their 
manners ana cufloms are a mixture of thofe of 
mollof the nations that furround them. This, 
I believe, proceeds, from the commerce they 
carry on with many different countries, and 
from the liberty every one enjoys in Georgia, of 
living according to his own religion and cuf- 
toms, and of freely defending them. Here 
you fee Armenians, Greeks, Turks, Perfians, In- 
Mans, Tartars, and Mofcovites. The Armeni- 
ans are even more numerous than the Georgians 
themfelves ; they are alfo more rich, and fill 
moft of the inferior polls and employments of 
the ftate; but the Georgians are more power- 
ful, more vain, and oftentatious. The diffe- 
rence between their difpofitions, manners, and 
belief, has caufed a reciprocal hatred. They 
mutually abhor each other, and never inter- 
marry. The Georgians, in particular, confider 
the Armenians in much the fame light as that 
in which many Europeans behold the Jews. 

The habit of the Georgians is almoft like 
that of the Poles: they wear their bonnets like 
theirs; their vefts are open at the breaft, and 
fattened with buttons and loops ; their cover- 
ing for the legs and feet refembles that of the 

Vol. XV, ? *f*- 



158 Sir John Chardin's TRAVELS 

Perjians, and the habit of the woman is «w/fe^ 
\y Perjian. 

The houfes of the great, and all the public 
edifices, are ereded on the fame models a* .. 
thofe in Perfia. They build very cheap; for 
they have wood, Hone, plafter, and lime ia 
abundance. They alfo imitate the PerfwsVL 
their manner of fitting, lying and eating. 

The nobility exercife the moil tyrannical 
power over their vaiTals, whom they oblige ti> 
work for them whole months together, and as 
often as they pleafe, without giving them ei- 
ther pay or food. They think they have aright 
to their fubftance, liberty, and lives: they take 
their children and fell them, or keep them as 
fiaves: but they feldom fell any, efpedally 
women, who are above twenty years of age. 

The Georgians are almoft as ignorant with 
xefpeft to religion as the MingreUanu Both 
thefe countries received the knowledge of Cbri- 
ftiauity in the fourth century, from a woman 
of Iberia, who embraced the Cbrifiian religion 
at Conftantinofle ; and both have now loft the 
ipirit of it. There are many bifhops in Geor- 

fia befides the Catholicos or Patriarch. The 
rinc«, though of the Mahometan religion, 
commonly fills the vacant fees, and generally 
chufes his own relations ; even the Catholicos 
is his brother. The churches in the towns are 
kept in decent order; but in the country they 
are very dirty. The Georgians, like other 
Chriftians fituated to the north and the weft of 
them, have a ftrange cullom of building aioft 
of their churches on the tou oi t&«KMam^> 
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dMtant, and almoft inacceffible places. They 
fee and falute them at three or four leagues 
diftance : but they hardly ever go to them ; and 
it is certain that moil of them are not opened 
once in ten years. They build them, and then 
ibandon them to the injuries of the weather, 
md to the birds. The reafon of this cuftom 
I could never difcover. 

Moil of the Georgian Lords make an out- 
ward profeffion of the Mahometan religion, 
fbme to gain employments at court* or pen- 
sions from the ilate : others to obtain the ho* 
ponr of marrying their daughters to the Prince, 
or only to introduce them to the fervice of his 
women. There are fome of thefe bafe nobili- 
ty who will themfelves lead their mod beauti- 
ful daughters to the Prince; for which they 
tic rewarded by apoil in the government, or a 
pen (ion. 

^ While I was at TejKt, a Georgian Lord, let* 
ling the Prince know that he had a neice re* 
markable for her uncommon beauty, his Ma* 
jefty ordered that fhe ihould be brought to him, 
and he took upon himfelf the office of bring- 
ing her. The villain went to his iifler, who 
was a widow, and told her, that the Princ* 
would marry her daughter, and that (he muft 
prepare her for that honour. The mother im* 
mediately informed the poor girl of the vio- 
lence that was going to be offered her, fhe 
loved a young Lord in the neighbourhood, 
who had an equal aiFe&ion for her ; and their 
mother had encouraged their paffion. Isl *kv» 
diUre/s they took the teio\uU<Wk\a wAs^* 
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with the lover. They fent for him, and 
arrived foon after. He found the mother : 
her daughter ihut up by themfelves, mingl 
their tears, and in the deepeft diftrefs lame 
ing the fevcrity of her fete. The lover th 
himfelf at their feet, and let them know) 
he feared nothing fo much as the loft of 
miftrefs ; and the Prince could infli& notl 
on him fo dreadful as this lofs. That the < 
way of preferving him from it, was their lx 
immediately married, and that the next < 
they might inform their perfidious uncle, 
fhe was no longer a maid. The propofal 
accepted, and the mother leaving the ro 
the lover wiped away the tears of diftrefs 
fell from the eyes of his miftrefs, by infta 
marrying her. The uncle difcovered the w 
affair, and told it to his Majefty, who b 
enraged at his difappointment, gave exj 
orders for bringing to court both the mot 
the daughter, and die hufband. But they : 
and for fome months efcaped from plao 
place. At length being convinced that 
ihould be at laft taken, they got to Acah 
where the Turkijh Bafla took them under 
protection. 

The fear of fuch accidents obliges thof 
the Georgians who have beautiful daughter 
marry them as foon as poflible, and eve 
their infancy. The poor efpecially m 
theirs early, and even in the cradle, that 
Lords to whom they are fubjeft, may not 
them away in order to fell, or make t 
their concubines. 
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Georgia has but four fortified towns, TejUs, 
Gory, Swam j and Aly ; of which the former is 
the capital of the province. It is fituated at 
the foot of a mountain, and by it runs the 
river Kur. The city is furrounded with hand- 
feme ftrong walls, except on the river fide, 
and extends from north to fouth. It has a 
large fortrefs on the declivity of the mountain, 
where the garrifon only confifts of native Per- 
Jians. Here is a public fquare, an arfenal, and 
a market. This fortrefs is a place of refuge 
for criminals and debtors. The Prince of 
Georgia is obliged to pafs through it, when he 
goes, according to cuftom, without the gates 
of the city to receive the letters and prefents 
fent him by the King of Perfia ; becaufe the city 
has no other enterance in the road from Ptrjta f 
'but through this fortrefs ; and the Prince never 
panes through it, without the apprehensions 
that the Governor has fecret orders to feize his 
perfon. Teftis has fourteen churches, which is 
a great number in a country where there is fo 
little devotion. Six of thefe belong to the 
Georgians y and the reft to the Armenians, The 
cathedral, which is called Si on, is fituated on 
the bank of the river, and is entirely built of 
hewn ftones. It is an ancient building, very 
entire, and has four naves. In the middle is 
a large dome fupported by four mafl'y pillars. 
The great altar is in the midft of the nave fa- 
cing the eaft. The infide is filled with Greek 
paintings, lately executed by fuch wretched 
hands, that it is extremely diflk.ulx.to &&kh*x 

what they sure intended to repiefeta. 1* ^* 
P 3 «& 



edifice joins the Bifhop's palace, s 
cipal churches of the Georgians : 
a handfome church at the iouth en 
but it is now converted into a i 
gunpowder. 

. Though this city belongs to 
Ptr/Uh and as well as the whoh 
governed by a Prince who profei 
metan religion, it has not one n 
Perfians have indeed made ufe of 
endeavours to build them; bu 
been able to accomplifh it ; for t 
mediately rofe in arms, pulled d< 
and beat the workmen. The Pr 
gim were indeed glad of thefe fedi 
they pretended the contrary ; fc 
lured the Chriftian religion only 
Viccroyalty, they were not willi 
to the eftabliihxnent of Mahome 
Georgian are naturally mutinou 
brave ; and being fituated near t 
Perfians have not been willing t 
tremities with them ; hence Tefiis 
gia, are allowed the liberty of pr 
religion. They ufe bells in th< 
they daily fell pork in the marke 
Ibid at the corners of the ftreets. 
The public buildings at Tefiis 
fome appearance, thefe are of fto 
in good order; particularly th< 
the caravanferais. The palace of 
one of the principal ornaments 
It has grand faloons* which 01 
riper, and Ace very exicnfcve fp 
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xe aviaries filled with a great number of birds 
>f different kinds ; and a very noble falconry* 
tefbre the palace is a (quare, in which may be 
irawn up near a thoufand horfe. It is fur- 
ounded with {hops, and oppofite the gate of 
he palace is the grand bazar, from the upper 
nd of which the fquare and the front of the 
tlace appear in a beautiful peripe&ive. Is* 
be neighbourhood of the city are many pleat 
arc houies and fine gardens. 

On the 10th, the Prefect of the Capuchins 
sfbrmed the Viceroy of my arrival ; which, 
ddeed, could not be concealed from a Prince, 
rho knows the mod trifling things that happ- 
ens at Teflis : but I was defirous of feeing 
iim, and prefenting the paffports of the King 
f Perfia % addrefled to all the Governors c\f 
rovinces, to whom I was ftrongly rccora- 
Bended ; for I made no doubt but a* the fight 
f thefe orders, he would give me a good re- 
eption, and an efcort to conduct me out of 
kit dominions. This Prince, who is called 
MfOMOfvas Khan, told the Prefect that I wa» 
yelcome, and that I ftould do him a pleafure 
o come and fee him as foon as I could ; and 
n the 1 2th, he fent a gentleman to inform 
nc, that as he was entering on a week of re- 
hiring, during which he mould every day give 

public entertainment to his whole court, he 
efired me to come. The Capuchins intreated 
fiy comrade and I, todrefs as well as poflible, 
rid on their account to make a very noble 
■refent to the Prince. To this I agreed* fota^ 
ery glad of an opportunity <*£ Wv^ ^?» 
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gratitude for the important fervic* 
ceived from them. 

It wa* near noon when we wei 
laee, accompanied by the Prefecl 
the community, named Father R, 
Prince was in a hall about 100 i 
40 broad, built on the bank of tl 
an open front on that fide. The 
covered with mofaic work, and A 
number of pillars between 25 ar 
height, painted and gilt, and th< 
was covered with rich tapeftry. 
and the principal nobility, were 
three fires, which with feveral p 
fufficiently heated the room. Ck 
caufes himfelf to be faluted lik< 
Perfidy by kneeling at two or thi 
tance, arid bowing the head thr 
ceffively to the floor. But this 
with, in regard to the Europeans, j 
him without kneeling. Two 
waiting, afterwards led me to n 
I would not fit above the Capi 
was glad of an opportunity of 
honour. 

While I was bowing, a gen 

door of the hall took my letters 

the King of Perfia, which I heL 

and the prefent for the Prince, 

brought, and had ranged in a 

bowl. The Prince opened the pa 

. his mouth, and his forehead, the 

his dr& Minifter, for him to tell 

tents, jifterwards he looked % 
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was placed at his feet, with much cu- 

r and pleafure. It confifted of a large 

1 in a filvcr cafe, chafed and gilt : a cryf- 

lirrour mounted in filver : a gold box ena- 

cd, to hold pills of opium, which mod of 

Perfians take feveral times a day : a very 

: cafe of furgeons inftruments, and knives 

h curious handles* 

The firft Minifter, after having read the pa* 

t, in a low voice, told the Prince what it 

atained. All the great men admired the 

t words wrote in gold, and the flowered work 

the margin, which was very large. It was 

He (heet of paper two feet and a half long, 

nd thirteen or fourteen inches broad. Beiides 

he writing in gold, there were words in blue, 

ind others in red, thus the principal words 

and fentences were diftingui&ed, while the 

reft were wrote in black. 

In bowing to the Viceroy, I fpoke not a 
wdrd, nor did he move. A moment after I 
was feated, he fent me half a large loaf, which 
flood before him, upon a gilt difh, and or- 
dered me to be told that I was welcome. A 
little after he fent to afk mc, how the war 
went on between the Turks and the Poles. 

I fhail not defcribe the order and magni- 
ficence of this feaft ; I (hall only fay, that a 
great deal of wine was drank, and that a pro- 
digious quantity of meat was eaten. We arofe 
from table after having fat three hours ; and 
yet the roaft meat was not yet brought in. Wc 
made a low bow to the Prince on our retiring, 
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when he feat again to tell us, we were w 
come, and ordered us to be conduced horn 
On the 14th the Prince fent us two gn 
flagons of wine, two pheafants, and four p 
(ridges. The gentleman who brought the 
told me, that the Prince had given him < 
ders to enquire, whether I wanted any thio 
and whether the Capuchins took care to div 
us ; and to tell us, that if we liked the w. 
he fent us, we might fend every day for it 
his pantry. I thanked the gentleman, and < 
fired him to allure the Prince, that the Cai 
chins fuffered us to want for nothing, and u 
We drank together the Prince's health, w 
the wine he lent. Indeed, we could no wh 
drink better. 

On the 1 6th, the Prince invited us to < 
marriage of his neice, which was perfbro 
at the palace. I went there with the Pref 
and Father Raphael, one of the Capuchit 
but the marriage ceremony was almoft over 1 
fore we arrived. It was performed in the gra 
faloon where we had dined before, and it 1 
ing full of ladies, no other men were admit 
but the Prince, and . his near relations. 

It is only 11 nee the Georgians have been fc 
je& to Perfia, that they have forbid th 
women to converfe with men : this, howev 
takes place only in the towns ; for in I 
country, and in places where there are 
Mahometans, they wear no veils, and make 
difficulty of feeing and fpeaking to the otl 
Sex; but as the cuftoms of the Mohamet* 
gradually gain ground in Gwr^ia, m\\v th 
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>n, the liberty of the women decreafes 

fame proportion. 

e marriage feaft was on a terrace of the 
;, furrounded with a fopha two feet high ; 
pon it was ere&ed a grand pavillion fup~ 
l on fine columns twenty-two feet m 
:, and about five inches in diameter, 
lining was of gold and filver brocade, 
, and painted linen, fo artful joined, 
y the light of the tapers it appeared like 
Ing compofed of flowers and morefco 
The floors were covered with fine 
s, and the place lighted with 40 large 

fixed on ftands refembling candlefticks, 
>f which were forty pounds weight, and 
ches in diameter; the four next the 
i were gilt, and the others filver*d. The * 
at the height of a foot and a half, bore 

full of tallow, which fupplied two wicks 

ight. 

s guefts, who amounted to about an 

ed, were ranged on fophas, extending 

the room : the Prince fat on one raiied 

the reft, and covered with a canopy 

in the form of a dome. His ion and 
others were On his right, and the Bifhops 

left. The Prince made us fit with the 
rhins immediately after the Bifhops, and 
luficians were below. Soon after we 
feated the bridegroom entered, led by 
atholicos, and having taken his feat, the 
;'s relations went to make him their 
iments, and to offer him a prefetit\ w&L 
&£ afterwards done bv w& <& <&& *tf£&sx 
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guefts, each in his rank. This formed a kind 
of proceffion, that lafted about half an hour. The 
prefents confifted of money in gold and filvcr, 
and in fmall filver cups : but all of themtogethd 
did not, I believe, amount to above 200 crowns. 
In the mean while fupper was ferved up 11 
the following manner: firft, cloths of th 
length of the fophas were fpread before al 
the gueils. The bread was then ferved np 
and the meat brought in large covered Give 
dimes, the difh and cover commonly weighing 
50 or 60 * marks. Thofe who brought th 
dimes into the hall, ranged them on a cloth a 
the entrance ; other officers brought them to 
the carvers, who v filled deep plates, whid 
they prefented to the gueils ; bringing then 
firft to the Prince, then to the others. The 
firft ferved the fame meat round, then another 
and fo on. The feaft confided of three fer 
▼ices, in each of which there were about 6< 
of thefe large covered dimes. The firft was 
all forts of pilaw or pleo ; that is, rice dreflb 
with meat, which was of various colours am 
taftes ; the yellow was drefled with faffroc 
cinnamon and fugar; the red with the juice 
the pomegranate; but the white, which i 
the bell, was of the natural colour. Thi 
pilaw is very delicate food, and extremel; 
wholefome. The fecond fervice was of tarts 
fweet and four fricafees, and ragouts. Th< 
third, was of roaft meat. All the three fer 
vices were mixed with fiih, eggs, and poM 
for the ecclefiaftics. Every thing was brough 

ij 
* EachMwk\>cvtkgt\^0>a^«. 
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in and taken away with furprifing filence : for 
three Europeans at a table would make more 
noife than all the guefts and fervants in this 
hall, who were not lefs than' an hundred and 

The prodigious number of drinking vefTels 
was alfq very furprifing; thefe were about 
1 20, and confifted of bowls, cups, and horns, 
fixty flagons, and twelve tankards. The fla- 
gons were of gold polifhed or enamelled. The 
cups and bowls were fome of gold enamelled, 
feme of poliftied gold, others adorned with pre* 
cious ftones,and others of filver. The horns were 
adorned like the richeft cups, and were of 
feveral fizes ; but moil of them were about 
eight inches in height, and of a bright black. 
Some of them were made of the horn of the 
rhinoceros ; but the inoft common were of 
cows horns. 

I do not know how long the feaft lafted * 
for I did not ftay till the end of it ; we re- 
tiring at midnight, when the roaft meat was 
not taken away. No body drank till the third 
iervice, and then they began to drink healths 
in the following manner. They delivered to 
eight perfons nearefl the Prince, four on his 
right hand, and four on his left, eight fmall 
cups of the fame fize and fafhion full of wine. 
Thofe on the right hand drank off the wine 
firft, and then thofe on the left. The others 
next them were then ferved till the health went 
round. After which they began again with 
eight larger cups. It is the cuftom ,of the 
Country to drink the hsaldia o£ ^ W»x w^ 

Vol. XV. Q.. *" 
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the largeft cups ; and the guefts, to fhew thi 
refpeft, continue this till they are quite driin 
In this manner they drank for the two 1 
hoars of my being there, 1 afterwards lea 
that they did not break off till it was lig] 
The Capuchins and I were exempted fn 
drinking, and indeed had I drank as mu 
as thofe who fat near me, t ihould have di 
upon the fpot : but the Prince gave ord 
that we mould drink no more than we liked. 

When the healths began the inftruments a 
vocal mufic flxuck up, with which the wh< 
aflembly feemed tranfported, though tome 
appeared rude and barbarous* 

On the 20th, I defired the Prefect and 1 
ther Raphail to return thanks to the Prince 
the honours he had conferred upon me, and 
to defire him to grant me an officer to cond 
me as far as Irivan, the capital of Jrmt 
Major ; to which the Prince readily agre< 
He profeifed to entertain an efteem for I 
Europeans, and that he ihould be glad to hs 
a number of them fettled in Georgia 1 a 
added, that if they came thither for the fa 
of trade he would grant them all the advj 
tages they could defire ; and that as his coc 
try extended to the Black Sea, they would fi 
their advantage in travelling through it to I 
Eaji. Indies. 



CHA 
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CHAP. V. 

The Author leaves Teflis, and proceeds to Dilyjan, 

and from thence to Irivan, which is particularly 
■ defcribedy with the Cuftoms and Manners of 

the Inhabitants^ ; and of the Governor's Camp. 

He then travels to Nacchivan, Abrener, 

Julfa, and Tsiuris to Ifpahan. 

ON the 28th of February we left Teflis, 
our Mehemander riding before to pre* 
rent my paying any duties, and to furnifh 
is with provisions and lodgings on the road* 
The next day we proceeded eight leagues 
through a beautiful plain, to a town named 
Cuprttent, or the Village of the Bridge, from 
its being built near a very fine one that extends 
>ver the river Tabadi. The town confifts of 
ibout 150 tioufes, and the bridge, which 
osns two mountains that are Separated by the 
iver, is fupported by four unequal arches that 
ife from two irregular mattes of rock found in 
he river. Thofe at the two ends open on 
jach fide, and are hollowed out into fmall 
:hambers and porticoes, for the acoommoda- 
:ion of paflengers: an arch near the middle 
)f the river, has- an opening on each fide 9 with 
:wo chambers at the ends, and two large 
:overed balconies, where the people may en. 
oy the frefh air during the heat of fummw* 
fou here defcend by two pait oli &&t* **&&£*» 
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are cut down from the arch. r 
joins to a caravanferai now in ru 
it has been one of the fineft in all 
The three following days we 
high mountains difficult of accefs, 
On the 4th of March at Dilyjan, j 
fining of about 300 houfes, fituat* 
that runs at the foot of a high 1 
mountain, which, as well as the 
had juft parted, forms a part of M 
On thefe high mountains we wc 
commoded by the fnow and cole 
is every where to be found abund 
ler, and here and there are fmall i 
The goodnefs of the foil, and th< 
the villages are almoft incredibl 
thefe are on points of land Co hi 
paf&ngers below can fcarcely fee t 
of them are inhabited by Georgian i 
Chriftiansi but they are not into 
they are fuch enemies, that the 
dwell together in the fame vill 
thefe mountains are found neithe 
rais nor any other public houfc 
lodged commodioufly enough wi 
fants, who fupplied us with pie 
and drink ; for our Mehemander l 
to provide for our reception, fo thj 
rival at a village, I found a hou 
prepared, a great fire lighted, 
ready. The firft day I would have 
thing to my landlord ; but my co 
vented, me, faying, that was not 
and that X ftould rather ^vre v 
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therefore afterwards privately hid fomething 
for the ufe of the people with whom w« 
lodged. Thus we travelled very comma- 
dioafly ; and at night my chamber was guard- 
ed by the men of the village who flood fentry, 
as well to execute my orders, as to guard me 
from danger, though there was nothing to 
fear. 

Moffc of the houfes of thefe villages are 
properly caverns ; for they are hollowed out 
of the earth. The others are built of large 
beams quite up to the top, which is made 
flat, and covered with turf, an opening being 
left in the middle to admit the light, and let 
out the fmoke ; this hole they flop when they 
pleafe. The above caverns have the ad- 
vantage of being warm in winter and cool in 
fummer. 

The town of Dilyjan, and all the country 
for fix leagues round, is called the territory of 
Cafac, and depends on Perfia, in the fame 
. manner as Georgia, it being always governed 
by its natural Princes, in a direct line from 
father to fon. Abas the Great conquered all 
thefe countries at the fame time that he made 
himfelf mailer of Georgia. 

On the 5 th, we proceeded five leagues in 
paffing the frightful mountain already men- 
tioned. I thought I fhould have died with 
the fatigue of this journey. I was troubled 
with a dyfentery, which obliged me to dis- 
mount every quarter of an hour : two men 
fupported me, and a third led my horfe. The 
whole mountain was covered m\k faro* ^V 
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nothing elfe could be feen above us, no no 
much as a tree or a plant. The road w 
narrow path of fnow hardened by b< 
trampled upon by travellers and their hoi 
and as foon as we fet a foot out of this path, 
funk up to the middle. There is no poffib 
of paffing this mountain while the fnow is 
fag, or when the wind blows ; for then 
track is loft, and thus many people p 
every year. This fnow never melts, and 
mountain is perpetually covered with it. 
The next day, though half dead, I 
tinued my journey, and fpurred on by 
hopes of finding fome relief at Irivan, 
proceeded five leagues to Bickni> a conf 
able town, fituated at the foot of a moui 
on the banks of the Zengui, and lodged 
hand fome mpnaftery belonging to the j 
mans, built between the town and the m 
tain. The Monks received me with ) 
humanity ; but it being Lent, nothing < 
prevail on them to make me fome chi< 
broth, and my conductor was obliged to ] 
nfe of all his authority to get me a 

T^he next morning at break of day* w 
parted, after having made a fmall prefei 
the monaftery, and travelled nine leagues 
plains covered with fnow. The travellii 
thefe fnows is attended with great pain 
danger, from the rays of the fun, which 
in? upon it, give it an infupportable bi 
nets, that is very prejudicial to the fight, 
withRanding all the ptccantoii it% cmU 
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by following the example of the native* in 
putting a thin black or green filk handkerchief 
before our eyes, which only ferves to leflen the 
evil. When we met with peaiants, it was 
neceflary to difpute who (hould enter the fnow, 
for the track is fo narrow, that two horfes 
cannot pafs by each other upon it. ' When the 
sambers are equal, they ufually come to blows, 
otherwife the weakeft yield. They unload their 
horfes, and make them enter the fnow, in 
which they fink up to their bellies, and thus 
(land to give a pafTage to the others. To this 
all whom we met were obliged by my con- 
ductor to fubmit. We pafTed by feveral town* 
and villages, and at night arrived at Iri<van. 

Irvuan is a large dirty city, the greateft part 
of which is filled with gardens and vineyards* 
It is fituated in a plain unrounded with moun- 
tains, and or the banks of two rivers, the 
Zengui warning it to the north weft, and a 
river called the Forty Fountains, from the num- 
ber of its fources, running to the fouth well. 
The fortrefs, which is at a little diftance, 
might pafs for a fmall city. It is of an oval 
form, 4000 paces round, and contains about 
Soo houfes. None live in it but native Per* 
jians. The Armenians have (hops in which they 
work, and trade in the day ; but at night they 
•fhutthem up, and return to their houfes. This 
fortrefs has three walls of earth, and battle- 
ments of white bricks, flanked with towers, 
and provided with narrow ramparts, extending 
on the north to a dreadful precipice above 
200 jards deep, at ttatatt&m tf. h*\^^^w> 
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the river. This inacceffible part is only fortified 
with terrafles furnifhed with artillery. The gar- 
rifon confifts of 2000 Per/tans. It has as many 
gates and walls, all of them cafed with iron, 
and defended by batteries, portcullifes, and 
fortified guard houfes. The palace of the Go- 
vernor of the province is on the brink of the 
precipice, and makes a handfome appearance. 
On an eminence at a thou/and paces diftance is 
a fort, fortified with a double wall and artille- 
ry, that commands the fortrefs.' 

There are feveral churches in the city, 
the principal of which is the Bifhop's, and 
another called Catovike, thefe were erected 
during the reigns of the laft Kings of Armenia. 
The others which have been iince built, are 
final!, funk in the earth, and have fome rc- 
femblance to catacombs. 

Near the Epifcopal church is an old tower 
built of hewn ftones ; but I could neither learn 
the time nor the ufe for which it was built. 
On the outfide are infcriptions in characters 
like thofe of the Armenians, but the Armenians 
cannot read them. This is an antique work, 
of a Angular architecture, and around it are 
feveral ruins, which feem to have belonged to 
a cloifler. Near the above ftruclureis a mofque 
in ruins, and at fome diftance is a large fquare 
400 paces in diameter, furrounded with trees. 
This is ufed for caroufals, horfe-races, wreft- 
ling matches, and all exercifes either on horfe- 
back or on foot. There are many baths in the 
town and fortrefs, and feveral caravanferais ; 
the Uneil of which is wttbist $00 $aces of ^ 
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caftle. It was built a few years ago by the 
Governor of Armenia. The gate is 80 paces 
deep, and forms a fine gallery, filled with 
(hops, where all forts of fluffs are fold. The 
body of the edifice is fquare, and contains 
three great lodging rooms, and fixty fmall 
ones, with large (tables, and many fpacious 
warehoufes. Before it is a market (unrounded 
with (hops, in which are fold all forts of pro* 
vifions, and by the fide of it is a fine mofque, 
and two cofFee-houfes. 

Iri'van is fituated in 41 ° degrees ic' North 
latitude, and enjoys a good air; but it is thick 
and very cold. The winter lafts long, and the 
fnow fometimes falls in April. The country. 
is, however, extremely fertile, and the wine pro- 
duced in its neighbourhood is good and cheap. 
The Armenians have a tradition, that Noah 
planted the vine near Irivan, and point out the 
very fpbt. All forts of provifions are produced 
in the neighbourhood of the city, and fold at 
a low price. The two rivers that flow by its 
fide, and the lake of Irivan, which is at three 
(mall days journey to the north-well^ furniflv 
the city with fine fiih, particularly trouts and 
carp that are remarkably good, and famous all 
over the eaft : fome of them I have feen three 
feet long. 

The Armenians efteem this the moft ancient 
city of the world, and believe that Noah dwelt 
there both before and after the deluge, when he 
defended from the mountain on which the ark 
refted. They even lay, that here was the ter- . 
reftrial .paradife. 
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At twelve leagues from Irivan, is the cel< 
brated mountain on which almoft all the pe< 
pie of the country are firmly perfuaded that tl 
ark relied. This mountain is fo high ai 
large, that when the air is clear, it does m 
appear above two leagues diftant. The A 
motions even believe that the ark is ftill on tl 
fummit of this mountain, and fay that a Mon 
named James, being refolved to fee it, or d: 
in the attempt, went half way up the acclivity 
but could go no farther, becaufe having afcenc 
cd thus far every day, he was, while afleep i 
the night, carried back to the place fro: 
whence he fet out in the morning. They ad< 
that this continued a lone time, till God bein 
willing to fatisfy in part his defires, fent him 
piece of the ark by an angel and ordered hii 
to be told, that all accefs to the top was fix 
bidden to mankind. 

At the foot of the mountain is a village < 
Chriftians, and a monaitery; for which tl 
Armenians have great devotion, believing ths 
Noah firft offered facrifices there after the d< 
luge. This is called TheMonafleryoftbeAfoftles 
from its being pretended that the bodies of Si 
Andrew and St. Matthew were 'found then 
and that the fkull of that evangelift is pre 
ferved in the church of the monaftery. Th 
people relate a hundred other abfurd particu 
Tars of this place, and of the country all around 
which they make their Holy Land. 

I having fent to inform the Governor of In 

van of my arrival, a meflenger came to tel 

me that I was welcome -, and tax V» w* ver 

to 
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defirous of feeing me, and. a* part of the jewels 
I had brought. I was thfcn aflced how many 
men I had with me, and .whether I chofe to 
lodge in the fortrej}, 4r {in the great caravan- 
ferai. I chofe tftt latter; becaufe there can 
be no place morefecurs, and there is no want 
of company ; ifor merchants come there from 
all parts of Afta* : On this the Governor giv- 
ing orders for jny having one of the beft apart* 
merits, I went thither the next day, with all 
my baggage, and about noon an officer belong- 
ing to the Governor brought me an order from 
the Intendant to receive daily from the pro- 
per officer, bread, wine, flefli, fiih, fruit, 
xice, butter, wood, and other neceflaries for 
fix perfons. The quantity for each is regulated; 
but the portion allowed for one perfon is fuffi- 
cient for two." 

On the 10th, I went, by the Governor's de- 
fire, to pay him a vifit, and found him in a 
a large handfome light clofet, with feveral 
Lords of the country. He treated me with 
great complaifance, told me three times that I 
was welcome, and entertained me with fweet- 
meats and Ruffian brandy. I mewed him my 
patents, after which, he fpent an hour in afking 
me news of Europe, in relation to the wars in 
that part of the world ; the prefent difpofi- 
tion of the Cbrifiian Princes, and the ftate of 
the fciences, with the new difcoveries that had 
been made. He fpent another hour in examin- 
ing the jewels I had brought, of which he 
talked like one who was well acquainted with 
them. He tet afide tlvofe &»Vf«rratafei 
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pleafed him, and fuch as he thought would b 
agreeable to the Princefs his > wife. Havin 
kept me to dinner, he honoured me afterward 
with his conversation for half an hour longe 
and then diftnifled me, ordering my Mehemar 
der to fuffcr me to want for nothing. 
: This Governor was one of the greate 
Lords of Perfia ; he was beloved by the Kinj 
and revered by the court ; his two fons, wei 
his Majefty's chief favourites ; and he was n 
fpe&ed by the people on account of his jufti* 
and integrity. Indeed he well deferved h 
good fortune; for beiides thefe amiable qu 
lities, he was a man of fenfe, and fond of tl 
arts and fciences. 

On the 1 2th, I difmifled the officer belonj 
ing to the Viceroy of Georgia who had conduct 
me to Irivan, on which occafion I made hi 
a prefent of eight pi doles. 

On the cth of April the Governor went 
a camp, which he had caufed to be formed 
league from the city, in a large and beautif 
meadow, always covered with flowers durii 
the fpring. The two rivers that pafs by Iri*va 
wind in a Terpentine courie, with a gem 
ih-eam, forming many fmall iflands. The G 
vernbr's quarter, that of the Princefs his wif 
and thofe of the moil considerable perfons wl 
accompanied them, were feparate, and each 
an ifland ; but they had a communication wi 
each other by means of fmall flying bridge 
The Governor's tents' were extremely magr 
£cent; they had all the accommodations of 
palace, in miniature, even \ob\\ta and flcm 
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His houfehold confifted of 500 men, without 
reckoning women and eanuchs. The great 
are here accuftomed thus to pafs the fpring in 
the country. They take the diverfions of 
hunting, fifhing, walking, and exercifes on 
foot, and on horfeback. Thus they tafle the 
frefhnefs of the air, of which they are ex- 
tremely fond, and if they have no bufinefs 
that calls them to the city, they continue to 
enjoy thefe delights during the fummer, in the 
moil delicious parts of the neighbouring 
mountains. 

On the 6th, I dined with the Lieutenant of 
the fortrefs, who was a native of Dagheftan* 
an ex ten five country covered with mountains, 
on the confines of RuJJia, and I had the plea- 
fure of hearing him relate many Angularities, 
with refpecl to the manners and cuftoms of his 
country. The next day the Treafurer enter- 
tained me in the fame manner. 1 now made 
thefe gentlemen fmall prefents, in return for 
the favours I had received from them. They 
had been of fervice to me at Irwan, without 
daring to take the dues which one is obliged 
to pay in Perfia to the officers of the Gover- 
nors, for the money we receive from their 
treafuries ; becaufe their mafter had ftridlly 
cqmmanded them to make no demands upon 
me. The carefles and entertainments they 
now gave me, were therefore defigned to 
oblige me to make them a proper return ; for 
they knew that I was too well acquainted with 
the cuftoms of the country, to believe thatthis be- 
haviour to a ftranger, proceeded from tc^ts. <gt- 

VOL. XV. R Ttftt&Vf. 
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nerofity. In the afternoon I went to the camp, to 
take leave of the Governor, who had before 
appointed me a Mehemander ; he now treated 
me with the utmoft kindnefs, and on retiring, 
gave me letters of recommendation to his 
t -. - > eldeil fons, who were the King's favourite 
eunuchs. 

1 left Irirvan on the 8th of April, and on 
the 1 2th arrived at Nacckivan, once a vaft city ; 
I'.ut now a prodigious heap of ruins; but by 
little and little it has been in part rebuilt and 
rep copied. In the midft of thefe ruins have 
ar:fen b,i:'rs, in which are fold all forts of pro- 
vifions and merchandize. It has five cara- 
vanserais, with baths, taverns, and about 
20co houfes : but the Perftan hiftorians main- 
tain, that this city formerly confided of 40,000. 
Without the city are the ruins of a large for: 
trefs, and of many forts destroyed by Abas the 
Great, at the end of the lafl century. 

Five leagues to the north of Naccbivan is a 
large village named Abrener 9 which fignifies a 
Fertile Field. The inhabitants of this, and 
feven other neighbouring villages, are of the 
Romifi religion : their Bifhop and Prieits are 
Dominicans ; but they perform the fervice in 
the Armenian tongue. A Dominican of Bologna^ 
350 years ago, brought this part of the coun- 
try under the authority of the Pope, and 
above twenty other villages fubmitted to him; 
but they have fince returned to their obedience 
to the ArTnenian Patriarch, and to their firil 
religion. The tvumber of thofe who adhere 
to the church of Ro??i« &raiw^te&^ ts**:- 
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bonnt of the perfection of the Patriarch and 
the Governors of Naccki*van. 

The next day having patted the river Nac- 
cbt*van over a large bridge, we proceeded 
through a dry and. barren country, to the 
river Aras> the ancient Araxes, opposite the 
ruins of the city of Jul/a the Old. That city 
was fituated on the declivity of a mountain, 
facing the river. The avenues that led to it, 
which were naturally difficult of accefs, were 
guarded by forts. The city, according to the 
Armenians y had 4000 houfes ; but mo ft df 
them appear to have been only caverns in the 
mountains, more fit to afford fhelter to cattle, 
than for the habitations of men. I don't 
. think there is any where in the world a more 1 
hideous and barren place : neither a tree nor 
a blade of grafs is to be feen, and though 
there are places of greater fertility in its neigh- 
bourhood, the city could not have been built 
in a more dry and ftony fituation. 

It was Abas the Great who ruined Jul/a. 
That great and politic Prince feeing his forces 
fcnequal to thofeof his enemies, and reflecting 
on the means of preventing their returrning 
every year into Perfia 9 to make and preferve 
their conqiiefts there, refolved to render all 
the country a defart between Erxenim and Tai- 
ns, on a line with Irivan and Naccbi<van t 
which was the way by which the Turks com- 
monly came, and where they fortified them- 
felves, becaufe they found provifions fufficient 
for the fubfiftence of their army. He. xS\«*- 
fbre removed the inhabitants aoA caxtai xnsnx^ 
R * ** 
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the edifices of every kind, fet fire to all the 
fields and trees, and even poifoned feveral 
fountains. 

But to return : The Aras has its fource in 
the mountain on which it is pretended, that 
Noah's ark reded, and after dividing Armenia 
and Media, falls into the Caffian Sea. This 
river is large and rapid : during its courfe it 
is fwelled by feveral brooks that have no name, 
and by many torrents. Bridges have been 
built over it above Julfa, and in other places ; 
but however mafly and ftrong they were made, 
they could not refill the force of the current : 
. for when the fnows melt on the neighbouring 
mountains, no piers or buttrefles can withftand 
its force. Indeed the noife of the waters, and 
the rapidity of their courfe are very afloniming. 
We pafled it in a large boat, made to carry 20 
horfes, and 30 perfons at a time. I fufiered 
none to pafs over with me but my men and 
my baggage. Four men took care of the boat, 
and proceeded 300 paces alone the bank up the 
river ; by little and little they got into the 
ftream, and then made ufe of only a long 
helm, to direct its courfe to the other bank. 
The boat was then driven by the current with 
an incredible impetuofity, and proceeded 500 
paces in an inftant. The boat-men were 
above two hours in going and coming, on ac- 
count of the efforts they are obliged to make 
in going againft the ftream. 

I have obferved, that this river (eparates 
Armenia and Media, This laft kingdom, 

which 
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which formerly held the empire of Afia, com- 
potes only a part of a province of Perfia called 
Azerbeyan or Afurpaican. 

We now proceeded to the north-weft, and 
the next day reached Mar ant > a good city com- 
pofed of 2500 houfes, fituated at the foot of a 
hill, at the end of a fine fertile plain, watered 
by a fmall river named Zeloulou, The gardens 
of Mar ant take up more room than the town 
itfelf, and produce great quantities of fruit ef- 
teemed the beft in Media. In this country is 
alfo gathered the cochineal infect. 

From thence we proceeded four leagues, con- 
ftantly turning between the mountains, which 
in fome places approach very near each other : 
but are no where joined ; afterwards we paiTed 
through fine fertile plains, that are well culti- 
vated, and on the 17th arrived at Tauris, the 
fecond city of Perfia, both with refpect to its 
extent, its commerce, riches, and the number 
of its inhabitants. 

Tauris is fituated in a plain at the foot of a 
mountain : it is of an irregular figure, and has 
neither walls nor fortifications. Through it 
pafles a little river named Spingtcba, which 
lometimes fwelling, carries away the houfes on 
its banks. Another river called the Agi, paf- 
fes by the north fide of the city ; and i& fait fix 
months in the year, from the torrents which 
fall into it, after they have pafTed over lands 
covered with fait. The city is divided into 
r.in? quarters or wards ; the bazars, compofine; 
the heart of the city, and the dNveXYxxt^Y&tafe** 
mod of which have a garden, aic WLtVto^- 
R x *k 
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fide. There are here many magnificent ftri 
tures, the bazars juft mentioned make as f 
an appearance as in any part of Afia, fa 
their Jargenefs and great extent ; from the be; 
tiful domes with which they are covered ; fa 
the multitudes of people, and the yaft quant 
of merchandize with which they are fill 
The fineil of thefe, in which the jewels i 
mod valuable merchandize are fold, is an 
tagon, and is called the Kaiferie, or Ro 
Market. As to the other public buildings tl 
are equally noble. There are faid to be ; 
caravanferais, which are fo fpacious, that ; 
perfons may lodge in each ; arid the mofq 
and baths arc aniwerable to the grandeur or 
other buildings. There are three hofpttal: 
the city, in which nobody is lodged ; but p 
vifion8 are given twice a day to all who coi 
Upon a hill at the weft end of the city i 
pretty hermitage, and at the eaft end are 
ruins of a caflle. 

There is the largeft fquare at Tauris I h 
ever feen ; it being much more fpacious t 
that of Ifpaban* The Turks when they wer 
the pofleffion of this city, have frequei 
drawn up within this fquare 30,000 men in 
tier of battle, in the evening the populace 
diverted there with drolls, mountebanks, wi 
ring, ram and bull rights ; ther epeatjng of j 
ccs in profe and verfe, and dancing wol 
The people of Tauris place their higheft en 
tainment in feeing thefe dances*: thofe wo! 
that are moft expert ?x xtam *v« Cold for i 
crowns each ; and on &c\x i&woAX^rcaxc 

TO 
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tioudns frequently happen, and are with dif- 
ficulty appeafed. This fpacious fquare is in 
the day time ufed as a market Vor all kinds of 
proviiions. 

The number of inhabitants in Tauris, I be- 
lieve amounts to at leaft 550,000 people : be- 
sides a multitude of Grangers that are conilantly 
there from all parts of Afia. The fiqeft Per* 
fian turbans are made in this city, and I have 
been allured by the principal merchants, that 
the inhabitants annually manufacture 6000 bails 
of filk. The commerce of this city extends 
not only all over- Perfia ; but into Turky, Rujfia, 
Tartary, the Indies, and to the Black Sea, 

Though Tauris is fituated only in the 38th 
deg. of north latitude, the air is lold, dry, and 
healthful. This proceeds from its being ex- 
pofed to the north, and from the tops- of the 
furrounding mountains being covered with 
fnow nine months in the year ; from whence 
the wind almoft conftantly blows in the even- 
ings and the mornings. The city abounds 
with all the neceflaries and luxuries of life ; 
and thefe are extremely cheap. The Cafpian 
Sea, which is not above forty leagues dirt ant, 
fupplies it with fiih, which are alfo found in 
the river Agi, already mentioned. In the fum- 
xner they have abundance of deer, and wild 
fowl : in the mountains are eagles, which the 
people of diftindtion bring down with the hawk. 
This kind of fowling is, very curious and af- 
tonidiing. All kinds of fruit are in the greateft 
plenty^ and there are faid to te stacrce. tox^ 
forts of grapes in, the nei g\iboutYtoo& «& ^ 
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city. In fhort, there is not any part of PtrJU 
where a perfon may live better, and cheaper 
than at Tauris, 

In the neighbourhood of the city are large 
quarries of white marble ; one kind of which 
is tranfparent ; and at a fmall diftance are two 
mines, the one of gold and the other of fait : 
the gold mine has however, been long neglect- 
ed ; the quantity found of that valuable me- 
tal being fo fmall, as to be fcarcely worth the 
labour of procuring it. 

I flayed at Tauris for fome time, during 
which I fold a number of jewels to the Gover- 
nor ; and the fon of the Receiver General of 
the province, for which I received a thoufand 
crowns ; but they would not allow me to get 
any thing by them ; the fir ft* placed to my ac- 
count his father's in te reft with the Shah, and 
the other that of his brother's, and of his un- 
cle Mirza Sadec, the great Chancellor, forcing 
me to take the letters of recommendation they 
offered me, as a recompenfe for giving them 
the profit I ought to have made. It is impof- 
fible to conceive the careffes, the flattery, tb< 
engaging and agreeable behaviour ufed by th< 
great in Perfia, to promote their own intereft 
even in affairs or the fmalJefr. moment. Ii 
which they aft with fuch an appearance of fin- 
cerity, that a perfon ought to be perfectly ac 
quainted with the genius of the country ando 
the court, to prevent his being deceived b) 
them. 

As this was the time vAicn xk^ Cur<fo * th< 
Tu/Aunans, and other nation* >nY>o fcn<&. * 
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tents, and are moftly robbers, quit the plains, 
on account of the heat of the fun, and remove 
with their flocks and habitations into the moun- 
tains, in fearch of fhade and pafture, we we; e 
advifed for the greater fecurity to wait for 
company: for this purpofe I flayed till the 
28th of May, and then fet out with the Pro- 
voft of the merchants, who had fourteen horfes 
and ten valets. 

The firft night we lodged at Vafpinge, a town 
con fitting of 000 houfes. Several fine rivulets 
run with a ferpantine ftream on all fides, and 
it is adorned with many gardens and plantati- 
ons of poplar and linden trees, that are raifed 
for the ufe of building. The next day we pro- 
ceeded through fertile plains interfperfed with 
villages ; our road then winded among the 
mountains, and again opened into plains, and 
after croffing feveral rivers, we arrived on the 
fifth of June at the city of Zengan, fituated in 
a valley between the mountains, where they 
are not above half a league diftant from each 
other. 

This city is furrounded with gardens, and a 
pleafant country, but on the infide it is only 
remarkable for the extent of its ruins. It is 
faid to have been founded feveral centuries be- 
fore the birth of Chrift, and that it once con- 
tained 20,000 houfes. It was entirely deftroy- 
ed by Tamerlane on his firft coming to it ; but 
he afterwards hearing that the Sciences had 
long fiourifhed there, and that it had produc- 
ed many great men, caufed it to be in ^asvw.- 
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built: iince that time it has been frequently 
lacked and plundered by the Turks. 

On the 6th we pa (led through the moft de- 
lightful country I ever beheld, the way was 
even and ftrait, through a fine plain* watered 
by a confiderable number of brooks that ren- 
dered it extremely fertile : we faw fo many 
villages that we could fcarce count them $ with 
a variety of gardens and groves, through 
which were beautiful avenues, that afforded 
the fined landfcapes. Having proceeded fire 
leagues through thefe pleafing fcenes, we a- 
lighted at a large caravanferai within a cannon 
fhot of Suit ant a. 

This city, * which is fituated at the foot of 
a mountain, makes a fine appearance at a dif- 
tance ; but on approaching it, the beauties we 
admire afar off vanifh. There, are, however, 
fome public edifices that are well built, and 
about 3000 houfeb. The inhabitants fay that 
this city formerly extended half a league far- 
ther to the weft, and that the ruined towers, 
churches, and mofques, which are to be feen at 
a diftance, were in the heart of the city. This 
is not improbable, as the Per/to* hiflomns 
fay, that this was once the capital, and the 
largeft city in the kingdom. 

The next day we travelled through plaini 
as beautiful as the former, and on the 8th ar- 
rived at Ebber, a confiderable town intermixed 

* The reader may fee fome farther particular* 
relating to this city, in the Trawls of the Holftein 
rfmbafador* Sec Vol. xw. Cna$« Vv\v. 
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with gardens, built on the banks of a fmall 
river that runs through the midft of it. Irs 
fituation is extremely agreeable ; the air is 
good, and the foil produces abundance of fruit, 
and all the necefTaries of life. 

Leaving Cajbin or Caf-win to the right, we 
proceeded on our journey towards IJpaban. 
We had for fome time fet out an hour or two 
before fun-fet, and completed a journey of five 
or fijc leagues by about midnight. People in 
the call generally travel in this manner during 
the fummer, to fecqre themfelves from the 
heat of the fun, which is very fatiguing both, 
to man and beaft. In the night they travel with, 
greater fpeed. The fervants from time to time 
proceed on foot, and the mailers themfelves, 
are glad to walk a little to prevent their be- 
ing Teized with fleep, and to keep themfelves 
warm, which eafes the horles. On their arri- 
vol they go to bed, and gain in the day the- 
fleep they loft in the night. Another advan- 
tage of travelling in the night is, that the 
bealh of burthen take their reft all the time 
when they would be incommoded by the heat 
of the fun, and the flies* Befides what is 
wanted both for man and bcaft may be more 
e a lily provided during the day. 

On the 13th, two hours before day we ar- 
rived at Sava, a city fituated in a fandy and 
ftony plain, and took up our lodging in the 
fuburb near the highway. The city is two 
miles round, and encompafTed with a wall ; - 
but it is thinly peopled, and tta W^s \\\ 
t^e fubarbs are ruinous for mt\t o£ \xfctffc*- 
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tants : the walls alfo are but ill preferved 
However, the remains of fome grand edifice 
fhew that it was once a place of importance 
The hiftories of Perjia agree, that the whol 
plain of Sava was formerly a morafs or fall 
lake, like that called The Sea of Salt, whic 
lies twenty leagues to the weft of this tit] 
and is crofted by a caufeway extending thin 
leagues, in going from Ifpahan into Hyrcadi 

Oppofite Sava to the weft, is a tomb rei 
dered famous by the Per/tans going in pilgr 
mage to it, this is called Ecbmoul, or Samua 
from the opinion that this prophet was intern 
there. They have built over his tomb a fii 
maufoleura ia the middle of a magnified 
mofque. 

At the diftance of nine leagues to the es 
of the city, are fome ruins of the ancient cii 
of Rey, once the large£ in all Afa. The Pe 
Jia?i geographers fay, that in the ninth cei 
tury it was divided into 96 quarters, each 
which had 46 ftreets, 400 houfes, and t< 
mofques : that the city alfo contained 46c 
colleges, 16600 baths, 15000 minerets belonj 
ing to mofques, 12000 mills, 1700 canal 
and 1 3000 caravanfera's. The Arabian autho 
repreient it as the moft populous city in AJi 
and that except Babylon* no city ever exceede 
it in wealth, and the number of inhabitant 
Hence it obtained the pompous titles given 
in hiftory, as The Spotife cf the World ; The Ga 
cf the Gates of the Earth, and the Market oft 
Uni<verfe. This city was fituated in 35 3 
north latitude. 
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3a the 13th we proceeded to Kom % a large 
\f fituated along the bank of a river. It has 
) fevcral handfome caravanferais, and fine 
fques, the mod beautiful of thefe Iaft, is 
x in which are interred the Princefs Fatima, 
'.ho?tut\ daughter, and the two laft Kings of 
■/la. The ltru&ure of this mofque is bcauti- 
, and its ornaments extremely fumptuous 
e accefs is through four large and ftately 
irts ; the firfl of which is a handfome gar- 
1, and the laft is paved with tranfparent 
rble, and furrounded with neat lodgings for 
Prieits. The door to each maufoleum is 
ted with Giver, and the tombs are furround T 
with grates of the fame metal. Nothing 
. be imagined richer, neater and more mag- 
.cent than thefe maufolea. To that of Fa- 
a the Perfians give the name of MaJ/uma, 
*>ure % and hold it in great veneration. There 
a revenue of 3200 tomans belonging to the 
ce. # 

We left Kom, on the 16th, and three days 
rs after arrived at Ca/an 9 \ a large town, 

' It is not improper here to remind the reader, 
t all this magnificence is probably no more, as 
3 natural to Fuppofe, that amidft the general de- 
lation caufed by the contending tyrants, who 
e laid wafte this fine country, and ruined the 
es of Perfia, thefe ftru&ures dedicated to rcii- 
n have not efcaped. 

- This city is defcribed by Mr. Han*way> where 
reader will fee an account of its piefcnt ruin- 
condition, in Vol. XIV. Chap. VIII. 

Vol. XV. S ^* 
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i houfes of which are built of earth and 

ick. It has feveral caravanferais, one of 

hich was built by Shah Abas, and is efteemed 

ae fineft in all Pcrfia. On the in fide are four 

loble fronts furrounding a fquare court, with 

an arcade both above and below ; that above 

being fecured by a baluftrade. The entrance 

is under a high and magnificent portico, which 

as well as the reft of the building, is adorned 

with Mo/aic work. In the middle of the court 

is a refervoir of water, raifed about Eve feet 

high. 

On the 29th we left Co/an, and on the 2|tk 
arrived at IJpaban y the metropolis of Perfi*, 
and one of the largeft cities in the world ; for 
including the fuburbs, it is not lefs than twenty- 
four miles in circumference. Some perfont 
compute the number of the inhabitants at 
1, 1 00, ceo, but thofe who make the mod mo- 
derate computation fuppofe they amount to on 
lv 600,000, and the number of houfes were • 
tnis time faid to amount to about 29,46 
without including the palaces, mofques, pi 
lie baths, bazars, and caravanferais. The r 
appears as well peopled as London, whic T 
the mod populous city in Europe.* It is I 
on the banks of the Zenderoud, over whic 
three fine bridges, one near the middle o 
city, and one at each end. The walls cf 
ban are about 20,qoo paces round ; th 
only built with earth, and are fo hid 7 
houfes and gardens, both on the inf: 

* Iftahan is at prefect thinly peopled, 
#reateir part of the boxxfcs \\\ \m\va. 
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thout, that in many places they cannot be 
rn. The city is alfo defended by a ditch and 
raftle. 

The beauty of Ifpaban particularly confift* 
the great number of its magnificent palaces* 
ndlome houfes, large cararvanferais, beauti- 
l bazars, and in its Canals and fpaciou? 
eets, the fides of which are adorned with 
*vs of lofty plane-trees : but the other ftreets 
i generally narrow and crooked. The worft 
they are not paved ; but as, on the one hand, 
z air is very dry, and on the other the people 
iter the ftreet before their houfes morningand 
ening, they are neither fo dirty nor fo dufty 
might be expected. They have three other' 
nfiderable inconveniences. One, that the 
eets being over vaults made for the pafiage 

the canals which run under them, they 
netimes fall in and endanger the lives of the/ 
flengers. Another is, there being wells 

the ftreets, the fides of which are even 
th the earth, by which the pafiengers 
» expofed to the fame danger, if they do 
t take fufficient care. The third incon- 
nieuce is a very difagreeable one, which is, 
it under the walls of the' houfes are large 
les for receiving all the* filth, and fome times 
ving as common bog- houfes. The ftreets, 
wever, do not ftink as might be imagined ; 
lich is in part owing fo the drynefs of the" 
•, and alfo to thefe pits being emptied 
ery day by the pealants, who bring fruit 
d other provifions to the city, and load their 
S 2 s#o\*i 
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cattle with the ordure, which they carry aw; 
to manure their gardens. 

The city on every fide appears at a diftan 
like a wood intermixed with large and lof 
domes and mincrets.* 

CHAP. VI. 

The Author leaves Ifpahan, and *vijits the} 
mains of the ancient palace of Perfepolis, 4 
Jfroyed by Alexander th6 Great, which 4 
particularly defcribed. 

ON the 2d of February, 1674, having f< 
great part of my jewels, I left Ifpab* 
and proceed toMayar, a village confiftingof 3 
houfes, fituated between two mountains, a 
extending from the one to the other, {o that 
is knpoflible to pafs between them, with* 
going through" it. The country about it 
however dry and barren, without trees or 1 
leaft verdure, owing to the fcarcity of thev 
ter, though the inhabitants have enough 
fupply their gardens. 

* As we have already given fome account 
this city in The travels or the HoIJtein AmbafTad< 
and as this city, a? we have already obfervtd 
now in a very ruinous condition, we (hall neit 
repeat defcriptions we have already given, nor • 
fcribe places that no longer exift $ but refer < 

readers to thofe travels m Chap. IX. and X. 

Vol. XIV. tf this worV. 
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On leaving this place the next day, the ral- 
lies extended theee leagues together between 
the mountains. Then turning to the right, 
we entered a beautiful plain of a vaft extent, 
which I have had the pleafure of croffing feve- 
xal times, and have found that from the middle 
of March to the middle of November it is co- 
vered with flowers, flocks, grain, and fruit. 
We flopt at Comicba, or Komminsja^ a town 
three miles round, but full of gardens, and 
thinly inhabited. The fineft buildings here 
are. the dove-coats, which reprefent lofty round 
towers. 'Tis thought that this place the Ore- 
hatis of Ptolemy. Within a cannon- lhot from the 
fide of the town next Ifpaban, is the tomb of a 
Per/tan faint, covered with a dome. In a court 
before it are two refervoirs of water, at twen- 
ty paces from each other. They are furnifhed 
with fifh, fome of which have rings of brafs, fil- 
ver or gold in their nofes. The fifh of one of 
thefe bafons are held fo facred, that the peo- 
ple imagine that if any one prefumes to touch 
them, he will immediately drop down dead. 

The two following days we proceeded thro* 
a fine country, interfperfed with rivulets and 
-villages, and having pafTed through Anamabaet> 
a large town, which is faid to have feparated 
Perfia from Parthia, took up our lodging at a 
town named 7es-de~cas 9 or Jefdegaes, feated on 
the fide of a mountain, with a large valley be- 
fore it. The houfes rife from this valley one 
above the other, affording a fine profpedt at a 
diftance. On the top of a* toutv& «sC\Ti«i«. vcc 
the mi<i& of the valley h a ttxft\e\*&\x<^ «ax^\ 
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and oppofite to it is a large caravanfarai. The 
inhabitants of this town eat the bed bread ia 
all Perfia. 

The next day I was twelve hours on horfe- 
back, in proceeding eight leagues,' oa account 
of the fnow, and the ruggednefs of a moun- 
tain over which we were obliged to pafs; 
though my baggage was carried on four vigo- 
rous mules, and I my f elf was well mounted. 
I afterwards patted through pleafant plains, 
and at length arrived on the 13th at the ruin* 
of the ancient Perfcpolis* 

At a diftance thefe magnificent remains ap- 
pear as in a kind of amphitheatre, the moun- 
tains forming a half moon as if to embrace 

* There are no remains of the city itfelfnot 
ftanding j thofeftill to be feen belonging, accorl 
ing to Sir John Cbardm, either to an ancient tempi 
or according to Mr. Cornelius le Brvyn, to tie c 
lebrated palace of Perfepolis, wantonly burnt 
Alexander the Great. This laft opinion feeras t 
founded : and the obfervations ana drawings of 
latter, taken on the fpot by the Author him' 
appearing by far the moil accurate, we have ' 
followed him. It would be befide our purpof 
enter into the difpute between thefe gentlerae 
this fubjeft. Mr. le Bruyn acknowledges that 
Char din 1 % account is more accurate than tl 
any other perfon who had before his time 1 
thefe noble remains, and Sir John Chardin h 
Ingenuity to acknowledge fome mi flakes 5 
i9 a proof of that candour and greatnefs of 
which makes a wife man more folicitous tc 
ver truth,} than to vindicate \ta little ex: 
may fall into in the tearcVv <rf iu 
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"*era. They are feated in a fine plain that ex-^ 
tends two leagues in breadth from the fouth- 
}*eil to the north-eaft ; and near forty leagues 
ifc length from the north- well to the fouth-eaft. 
This plain is ufually Called Mardasjo, and the 
inhabitants pretend, that it contains 880 vil- 
lages, and about 1500 within the diftance of 
"twelve leagues around the ruins, including the 
"villages feated among the mountains ; fame of 
■which are adorned with beautiful gardens. 
The greateft part of this plain is, ip the win- 
ter feafon floated with water, which is. a very 
advantageous circumflance with refpeft to the 
cce that grows there at that time. The foil 
cif this agreeable plain is moilly converted in to- 
arable lands, and watered with a number of 
ftreams that render it exceeding fertile. It 
abounds with many forts of birds, and more 
particularly with cranes, pigeons, quails, fnipes, 
partridges, hawks, and vail flights of crows, 
which are very numerous throughout all Perfia. 
The ancient palace of the Kings of Perfia 9 
ttfually called the houfe of Darius, and by the 
inhabitants Chel-tmnar y or Cbil-minar, which 
fignifies the forty pillars, is fituatcd to the weft 
at the foot of the mountain of Kidigrag-inct or 
ComfmJJfofty anciently called the Royal Mountain, 
which is entirely compofed of freeftone. That 
fuperb edifice has the walls of three of its fides 
Hill (landing. The front extends 600 paces 
from north to fouth, and 390 frcm eafl to well, 
as far as the mountain, where an afcent is 
formed between fome fcattered rocks. Beyond 
which there appears to h&vt Wft. faras^ 
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fome other buildings, the rocks appearing in 
fome places finely Smoothed and polifhed. 

The top of this edifice prefents to the view 
a platform of 400 paces, extending from the 
middle of the front wall, to the mountain; 
and along three fides of this wall is carried on 
a pavement of two Hones joined together, eight 
feet broad. With refpeft to the height of the 
wall, it is in fome places 24 feet ; but it is not 
every where fo high, in fome places the earth 
about it is raifed, and in others the wall itfelf 
has funk. On examining the previous remains, 
we muft proceed as we do in examining thofe 
celebrated beauties, whom age or ficknefs has 
brought low, that is from the traces of beauty 
we fee, form an idea of what they were. The 
{tones of the wall are black, harder than mar- 
ble, fome of them finely polifhed, and many 
of them of fuch an amazing fize, that it » 
difficult to conceive how they were able tore- 
move and raife fuch prodigious mafTes. 

The principal ftaircafe is placed between the 
middle of the ftbnt, and the northern end of 
the edifice. It con fi its of two flights of ftepi 
that wind off from each other to the diftance 
of 42 ftetat the bottom. Thefe fteps are only 
four inches high, and fourteen in breadth. They 
are the mod commodious (fays M. Le Brvjn) 
I ever faw, except thofe of the Viceroy's pa- 
lace at Naples ; which are however, in my opi- 
nion, fomething higher. There are 5 5 of thefe 
fteps on the northern fide, and 53 to the fouth ; 
but thefe laft arc not fo entire as the others. 
I am likewife perfaadsd. x\yax vksx* Sxt. fareral 



u 



XClliril UtiLK. liUIil LUC CCU L1C ttL ttU CLJUOl Ull- 

tancc from the extreme parts of the top.; and 
above thefe flights is a pavement of large (tones, 
and another fingle flight of fteps 75 feet in 
width, anfwering to that of the bottom, and 
leading up to the grand entrance of the edi- 
fice. This ftaircafe has a very fine and Angu- 
lar effeft, anfwerable to the magnificent remains 
cf the reft of the building. 

On afcending the upper fteps, tne fpe&ator 
fees before him, at the diftanceof 42 feet front 
the front wall of the ftaircafe, two grand por- 
tals, and as many columns. Thefe portals are 
twenty- two feet four inches in depth, and 
thirteen fzci four inches in breadth. On the in- 
£dc upon a kind of pilafter on each hand is a 
large figure in baflb relievo, they bear fome 
refemblance to the.fphynx, and are twenty- 
two feet from the fore to the hinder legs, and 
fourteen feet and a half high. The faces of 
thefe animals are broken off", and their bodies 
much damaged ; but what is moft extraordi- 
nary, the hreaft and fore-feet project from the 
pilafter. Thofe of the firft portal are turned 
towards the ftaircafe, and thofe of the fecond, 
each of which has wings face the mountain. 
Indeed it is impoflible to know wtax xtaefe ^~ 
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gores, thus multilated, were defigncd to r 
prefent ; but the bodies have fome icfcmblan 
to that of a horfe ; but the reader will co 
ceiye a more perfect idea of thefeeatraorOina 
pieces of antiquity, from the, following ct 
taken from Mr. Lc Jirujtt's drawings made < 
the fpot. 
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On the upper part of thefe pilafters are cha- 
ra&ers, which from their fmallnefs and eleva- 
tion it is impoffible to diitinguilh. The height 
of the firft portal rs 39 feet, and that of the k- 
cond 28 ; the pilafters ftand on.a bafe £ve fed 
two inches in height. 

The two columns that appear between tfie 
portals are the leaft damaged of all, particu- 
larly . with refpeft to their capitals, and the 
. other ornaments of the upper parts ; but the 
bafes, are entirely covered over with earth. 
They are 14 feet in circumferance, and rife to 
the height of 54 feet. There were formerly 
two others between thefe and the laft portal, 
feveral pieces of which lie half buried in the 
ground. 

At the diftance of 52 feet fouth of the fame 
portal is a large bafon for water, cut out of a 
Jingle ftone 20 feet long, and 17 feet five 
inches in breadth, and raifed three feet and 
a half above the furface of the floor. From 
this bafon to the northern wall is an extent oi 
ground comprehending 150 paces in length, 
in which nothing is to be feen but die frag- 
ments of large ftones, and part of the (haft of 
a column that is not fluted like the reft, and 
is twenty feet in circumference. Beyond this 
trad of ground and as far as the mountain, 
the earth is covered with heaps of ftones. 

Proceeding fouthward from the portals al- 
ready defcribed, you fee two other flights of 
fleps refembling the former, the one to the 
eaft, and the other to the weft. On the upper 
part the wall is embeUifced vrith, foliage, and 
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the representation of a lion rending a bull in 
baflb relievo, much larger than the life. There 
are alio fmall figures on the middle wall. This 
(Uircafe is half buried under the earth. 

From hence extends a wall 45 feet in length, 
beyond the lower part of the ftaircafe, and 
then is an interval of 67 feet, extending to the 
weftern front, which correfponds with the 
other, and has three ranges of figures one over 
the other, with a lion tearing an afs that has a 
horn projecting from the forehead ; and be- 
tween thefe animals and rows of figures is a 
fquare filled with antique characters, the up- 
permolt of which are defaced. The figures 
are lefs damaged in that part of the ftru&ure, 
where the ground is lower : but the wall which 
extends from the flair- cafe to the weftern front, 
has not any figures. On the other fide the 
flairs are three ranges of fmall figures ; but 
thofe in the upper row are only vifible from 
the waift downwards. Thefe figures are 
only two feet nine inches high, and the wall 
which is five feet three inches in height, has 
an extent of 98 feet. 

On the top of the fteps laft defcribed, is an 
entrance into an open place paved with large 
Hones, whofe breadth is equal to the diftance 
from the (lair-cafe to the firll columns, which 
comprehends the fpace of 22 feet 2 inches. 
Thefe columns are difpofed into two ranges, 
each of which confiits of i\x pillars, but none 
of them are in tire ; there are alio eight bafes 
or pedcftals, and the ruins of fome others. 
At the diilance of 70 feet 8 inches, were for- 

Vol. XV. r t wt^ 
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merly fix rows of other pillars, each row co 
fitting of fix : thefe thirty-fix pillars were lik 
wife 22 feet 2 inches diftant from each othe 
but only feven of them are now entire ; ho 
ever, all the bates of the others are Handing 

At the diilance of 70 feet 8 inches from th< 
rows of columns on the weft, towards t 
front of the ftair-cafe, were once twelve otl 
columns in two ranges, each of which cc 
tained fix, but only five are now remainir 
The ground is there covered with the fn 
ments of columns, and the ornaments tl 
fervcd for their capitals ; between which ; 
pieces of fculpture reprefenting camels on th 
knees. On the top of one of the column: 
a compartment reprefenting camels in t 
port ore. 

On advancing towards the eaft, you are p 
fen ted with a view of feveral ruins, confifti 
of portals, pafTages and windows. The 
fides of the portals are adorned with figu 
in bafs relief. Thefe ruins extend 90 pa 
from eaft to weft, and 125 from north to fou 
and are 60 paces both from the columns i 
rhe mountains. In the middle of thefe ru 
the earth is covered with 76 broken columi 
nineteen of which frill fupport their entat 
ture, their fhafts are formed of four pie< 
betides the bafe and capital. 

At the diftance of 118 feet from thefe 
Jumns to the fouth, is an edifice that r: 
higher than any other part of the ruins, fl- 
its heing fituated on a hill. The front w; 
which is five, feet feveu iack t\\£\v on that fi 
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is compofcd of a fingle range of Hones, fomc 
of which are eight feet deep ; and the wall ex- 
tends 113 feet from caft to welt, but has nei- 
ther figures, nor any other ornaments. How- 
ever, in the middle of the front are the ruins 
of a double (lair-cafe, on the fides of which 
are feveral figures. The reft of the building, 
was chiefly compofed of large and fmall 
portals, and is entirely deftroyed. The largeit 
of thefe portals is five feet wide, and five feet 
two inches deep. .Among the reft, two portals 
appear to the north, with three niches or 
windows walled up. Under thefe portals are 
the figure of a man, and two women, down 
to the knees, for their legs are covered with 
the earth that is raifed againft them. Under 
the other gate is the figure of a roan holding 
a lion b,y the mane. To the fouth is a portal 
and four open windows, each of which is five 
feet nine inches wide, and eleven in height, 
including the cornice ; their depth is equal to 
that of the grand portals. The two fides of 
this gate are carved with the figure of a man, 
with fomething on his head refembling a tiara. 
He is accompanied by two women, one of 
whom holds an umbrella over his head. On 
the in fide, three niches are covered with an- 
cient Ptrfian characters. We (hall indulge the 
curious reader with two of thefe inferi prion*. 
The meaning of the laft is unknown ; but the 
firft, which is of a later date, figni£«s, 
Strength it the gift 0/ God (done. 
T a 
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There are two other gates to the weft that 
are not covered $ within one of thefe is the 
figure of a man fighting a bull ; with his left 
hand he grafps a horn in his forehead, while 
with his right he plunges a dagger into his 
belly. On the other fide the figure, another 
man clafps the horn with his right hand, and 
(labs the beaft with his left. The fecond 
portal has the figure of a man carved in the 
fame manner with a winged deer, that has a 
horn in his forehead. Horns were anciently 
the emblems of ftrength and majefty ; they 
were therefore given to the fun and moon ; 
and Alexander was called by the Orientals, 
Dhulkarnam, or the horned, oecaufe he made 
himfelf King of the horns of the fun, that is, 
of the eaft and the weft. 

Behind this edifice are the ruins of another, 
which exceed it in length by 38 feet. It has 
alfo niches and windows, the former of which 
are cut out of fingle ft ones. A little to the 
fouth is a double flight of fteps, feparated by 
walls embellifhed with fmall figures and fo- 
liage. 

Farther to the fouth, are fubterraneous paf- 
fagcs, into which none of the natives of the 
country dare to enter, though they are faid to 
contain great treafures ; this is owing to a ge- 
neral perfuafion, that all the lights carried into 
thefe places will go out of themfelvea. This 
opinion did not however intimidate either Sir 
John Chardin or Mr. Le Bruyn, they both exa- 
mined them with the utmoft care, and proceed- 
ed with lights through thefe pafla^ttt uVV^^ 
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ended in a narrow track, which extended a 
great length, and appeared to have been origi- 
nally contrived for an aqueduct ; but its ftrait- 
nefs rendered it impoftible to be palled. 

Still farther to the fouth are the remains of 
another edifice, which extend 160 feet from 
north to fouth, and 19 1 from weft to eaft. Ten 
portals belonging to it are fHH to be feen, to- 
gether with feven windows and forty encloftrres, 
that were formerly covered rooms. In the 
middle are the bafes gf thirty fix columns in 
fix ranges, and the ground is covered with 
large ftones, under which were aqueducts. 

There anciently flood another ftructure to 
the weflward of the laft- mentioned building. 
On the ruins of the wall, which ftill rifes near 
two feet above the pavement, are cut the figures 
of men in baflb relievo, each reprefented with 
a lance. The ground enclofed by this wall 
contains a nnmber of round ftones that were 
the bafes of columns. 

On the eaft fide of thefe laft ruins are the 
remains of a beautiful flair-cafe, fixty feet in 
length, refembling that of the front wall: 
but though mofl of the ftcps are deftroyed bv 
time, the wall that feparates the two flights is 
ftill eight feet in height, and adorned with 
figures almoft as big as the life. The front 
Contains the reprefentation of afion encounter- 
ing a bull : there are alfo lions of the fame 
ivorkmanfhip on the wings of the flair- cafe; 
both of them accompanied with character* and 
figures alrrioft as big as the life. Columns 
nerc formerly difpofed^viewv \\s\**d\€ceand 
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the other laft-mentioned. Among thefe ruins 
are four portals, each adorned on the in fide 
with the figure of a man, and two women 
holding an umbrella over his head. 

A little to the north of thefe two lad edifices 
are two portals with their pi 1 afters, on one of 
which is alfo the figure of a man and two wo- 
men, one of whom holds an umbrella over his 
head. Above thefe women is a fmall figure 
with wings which are expanded to the fides of 
the portico. The lower part of the buft of 
this figure feems to terminate on the two fides 
with a fpread of foliage, and a kind of frieze. 
Over the fecond figure a man is feated in a 
chair with a itaff in his hand, and another 
Hands behind him, with his right hand upon 
the chair. A fmall figure above holds a circle 
in its left Handy and points to fomething in his 
right. Under this portal are three ranges of 
figures, all of which have their hands lifted up f 
and over the third pilafter, which ftill remains, 
two women hold an umbrella over the head of 
a man. The earth is alfo covered with frag- 
ments of columns and other antiquities. 

From hence you proceed to the laft ruins of 
thr itru£lures on the mountain. On the fouth 
fide are two portals, under each of which a 
m;m is feated in a chair, with a ftafF in his 
right hand, and in his left a kind of vafe. 
Behind him is another figure, which holds fome- 
thino- on his head like the tail of a fea-hcrfe, 
and has a linen cloth in his right hand. Be- 
low a:c three rows of figures with lifted hands : 
four in the firft and five \u ««Jk <& ^ *sfc«* 



212 Sir John Chardin's TRAVELS 

two rows. They are three feet four incjies 
high ; but the feated figure is much larger than 
the life. Above this are feveral ornamental 
ranges of foliage, the lowed of which is inter- 
mixed with fmall lions, and the higheft with 
oxen. Over thefe ornaments is a little winged 
figure, which holds in his left hand fomethmg 
that refembles a fmall glafs, and makes a fig- 
nal with its right. Thefe portals are twelve 
feet five inches in breadth, and ten feet four 
inches deep, and the higheft of the pilafters is 
from t* enty-eight to thirty feet. On the two 
towards the north a man is feated, with a per* 
fon behind him, like the proceeding figures, 
and behind this are two other men holding in 
their hands, fomething that is broken ; before 
the figure reprefented fitting are two other fi« 
gures, one with his hands placed on his lips 
with an air of falutation, and the other hold- 
ing a fmall vefTcl. Above thefe figures is a 
(lone filled with ornaments, and below are 
Ave ranges of figures, three feet in height: 
thefe are a band of foldiers armed in different 
manners. From the foot of thefe mountains 
ycu have a full view of all the ruins, except 
the walls and flair-cafes that cannot here DO 
feen ; and the whole appears as in the largo - 
plate. 

No ether difference is obfervable in the co- 
lumns, except that fome of them have capitals 
and others have not ; with refpeft to the eleva- 
tion of thofe that are perfect, they are all from 
zo to 72 feet high, and are 18 feet five inches* 
ih c/rcumference, except thofe uear the firft 
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the fingular architecture obferved in 

: > we have for the fatisfadlion of the 

»*Ven a cut or two of thefe capitals ; 

prefent ftate, and the other, as it muft 

**red before it was injured by time. 
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Eefides the baflb relievos already mentioned, 
there arc many others; particularly the repre^ r 
fentation of a triumph, or a procefiionofpco-* 
pie bearing prefents to a King, confiding of 
a great number of figures, with fome led horfes, 
an empty chariot, a led lamel, &£. The dra- 
pery of all the human figures in this edifice is 
extremely fmgular, and has no relation to that 
of the ancient Greeks and Romans. Their mi- 
litary habits are agreeable to the mode of the 
Per/tans and Medes, The rules of art are not ob- 
ferved in the figures, fince no mufcles are vi- 
able in the naked parte, and the figures them- 
selves have a heavy air : nothing has been ob- 
served but the contours, and this neglect caufes 
them to appear ftiff and inelegant : the drape- 
ries have alfo the fame defe&s, and the whole 
has a tafrisfs famenefs. However, the propor- 
tions have been finely kept, both in the great 
and fmall figures, which proves that thefe who 
made them were not entirely deftitute of ca- 
pacity, but were probably obliged to be too 
expeditious to finilh them with proper care. 
The ornaments muft, however, be acknow- 
ledged to be exceeding beautiful, as well as the 
chairs in which fome figures are feated, not- 
withftanding their being now much impaired. 
It is therefore probable that there might be 
formerly fome fine fragments that have been 
fmce deftroyed. Befides the generality of the 
{tones are polifbed like a mirrour, particularly 
thofe within the portals, and that compofe the 
windows and pavements. Thefe are of differ- 
ent colours, as yeltow, w\uxc« C^i* ^^ % 
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blue, and in forae places black ; but the Hones 
of the greateft part of thredifice are of a clear 
blue. 

Indeed every thing correfpondt with the 
grandeur and magnificence of a great King's 
palace, to which the images and relievos give 
a furprifing air of majefty. It is certain there 
have been very (lately portals and grand gal- 
leries to afford a communication with all the 
detached parts of the ftru&ure j moll of the 
columns whofe remains are (till fo beautiful, 
were evidently intended to fupport thofe gal- 
krics, and there even feems to be dill fome re- 
mains of the royal apartments. In a word, 
the magnificence of thefe ruins can never be 
Efficiently admired, and this ftru&ure mull un- 
doubtedly have cofl immenfe treafures. This 
palace, which was the glory of all the eafK 
owed its deftruclion to the debauchery and 
frenzy of Alexander the Great, who after he 
had preferved it from the ravages of war, above 
2000 years ago, reduced it to afhes at thefol- 
licitations of Thais a Grecian courtezan. 

There are two antient tombs of the Kings 
near the mountain, one to the north, and the 
other to the fouth, both of them are hewn out 
of the rock, and are noble fragments of anti- 
quity. Their fronts are covered with figures 
and other ornaments. The form of both is 
nearly the fame, and therefore a defcription of 
that to the north will ferve. That part 
of the tomb on which the figures are carved 
is forty feet wide : the height is almoft equal 
to the width below, and &t to& mtxd* w 
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eadi fide to the diftance of fixty paces. Be- 
low a range of four columns fupport the enta- 
blature on their capitals, each of which is com- 
pofed of the heads of two oxen as far as the 
bread, with the fore legs bent on the top of* 
each column. The gate, which is furrounded 
with ornaments is placed between two of thefe 
columns in the middle, but is at prefent almoft 
dofed up. Above the columns is the cornice 
and entablature, adorned with eighteen fmall 
lions in bafs relief, nine on each fide advanc- 
ing towards the middle, where there is a fmall 
ornament refembling a vafe. Above the lions 
are two ranges of figures, almoft as large as the 
life, fourteen in each range, armed and lifting 
up their hands, as if to fupport the building 
above them ; and on the fide is an ornament 
fomewhat in the form of a pillar, with the 
head of fome animal that has only one horn. 
Above this is another cornice ornamented with 
leaves. On the left, where the wall projects, 
are three rows of niches, one above each other, 
each of them containing two figures, armed 
with lances, and three others on the fide armed 
in the fame manner. There are likewife two 
an the right fide with their left hands placed 
011 their beards, and the right on their body ; 
on the fide of thefe are three others in the 
feme difpofition as thofe on the other fide. At 
feme diftance below, and between thefe figures 
and an ornament that has fome diftance re- 
fcmblance of a round pillar, there is another fi- 
rure on each fide, very fcu&cli SsK^axA* **- 
hove on three ftepa ftauds a. taps* to.V-»^ 
Vol. XV. \i 



2i8 Sir J«hk Chardin's TRAVELS 

air of a King, pointing at fomething with his 
right hand» and holding a kind of bow in 
bis left. Before him is an altar, on which an 
offering is made, from whence the flames are 
reprefented afcending. Above this altar ap- 
pears the moon, and it is faid, that there was 
once a fun behind the figure ; but nothing of 
it is now to be feen. In die middle, and above 
all this appears a fmall myftic figure, that is 
alfo to be feen in feveral parts of the other 
buildings. 

Two leagues from thefe ruins is a place 
called Noxi Ruftao, but the traveller is obliged 
to take a large circuit to go thither ; becaufe a 
river croues the country, which can, only be 
pa/Ted over a bridge, that is at a confiderable 
diftance : the plain is alio cnt into a variety of 
(mall canals, that are fo many impediments to 
travellers in their way thither. In this place 
are four tombs of perrons of eminence among 
the ancient Perfiansy that much refemble thoie 
pf Perfetolis\ only they are cut much higher ist 
the rock. This place receives its name from 
one Rafta* y whofe figure is there carved to per- 
petuate his memory. He is faid to have .been 
a potent Prince of an immenfe nature ; for it 
is pretended that he was forty cubits high ; and 
according to the fame ridiculous tradition he is 
faid to live 1 1 13 years. 

The tombs have their bafcs eighteen feet 

above the furface of the caufeway, and rife a- 

bout four times that/ height, and the rock is 

twice as high as the tombs, vjVy\c\i ate fucty feet 

wide in the middle* Under tadcL vrcb* \* * 



"through Mimgrelia into Persia. 219 

feparate table filled with large figures in low 
relief; and on two of thefe tables are fome 
traces of men righting on horfeback. Between 
thefe tombs are three other tables covered with 
figures, among which is a man on horfeback 
preceeded by two others, and followed by a 
third, which is almoft defaced. There are alio 
fome figures in the fpace between the two lail 
works, and three under the third, two of which 
hold out their hands to each other. One of 
thefe is a woman, and both of them are half 
buried in the earth. 

Thefe tombs jtoflefs an extent of 280 paces, 
and at fixty paces diftance from the nrft of 
them is a little fquare building. The figure 
of a man on horfeback, between the two 
tombs, and in the middle of the fourth niche, 
has his hair fhaped according to our mode, with 
a crown upon his head, and a pointed bonnet 
rifing above it. He is drefled after the Roman 
manner, and has a lage fword by his fide, with 
the hilt in his left hand ; his right is prefented 
to a perfon before him. The third figure, 
which is alfo drefled in the Roman manner, 
opens his hands like a fuppliant. 

The figures half buried appear on the fide 
of the third tomb, and two of them have their 
hands placed in a kind of circle. That in the 
middle, which is on horfeback, reprefents Rtf- 
tan in a Reman drefs ; he has likewife a bonnet 
and an ornament like a crown, with flowing 
hair, a lar^e beard, and his left hand upon the 
hilt of his fword : But notwithftax&\?vfe<tafe^ft«- 
fence of his prodigious ft*Xuxs» taut\A ^ 
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his horfe are of the common fize. Before him 
is the figure of a woman with flowing; hair ; 
the likewife wears a crown. She is drefled like 
Pallas, and fupports part of her drapery with 
her left hand. The third figure represents a 
military man, with a tiara on his head, and his 
left hand likewife grafps the hilt of his fword. 
The fifth compartment is an imperfect appear- 
ance of figures fighting on horfeback. All 
thefe are carved in the rock. 

On the weftern fide of this mountain, at 
200 paces diftance, are two tables with figures, 
likewife cut in the rock. That to the left re- 
prefents two men on horfeback, one of whom 
grafps a circle, of which the other has quitted 
the nold. Some pretend that the firft is Alex- 
ander* and the other Darius* who by this action 
refigns to him the empire. Others fay, thefe 
figures reprefent two potent Princes or Gene- 
rals, who, after being engaged in a long war, 
without obtaining any advantage over each o- 
ther, at laft agreed, that he who mould wreft 
this circle out of his competitor's hand, fhould 
. be acknowledged the victor. But no ftrefc is 
to be laid on thefe ftories. 

The tomb faid to have been that of Naxi 
Ruftan, evidently appears to be that made by 
Darius Hyftafpes, from its exactly correfponding 
with the defcription given of it by Ctefius in his 
hiftory of Perjta, after Herodotus ; and with that 
of Diodorus Siculus* 
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